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Three years are now clapfed fince the firft volume 
of Letters written by a Spy at Paris was pubiifhed 
in Englifli ; and it was expe£fced that a fecond (hould 
have come out teng before this. The favourable re- 
ception which that found amongft all forts of read- 
eis would have encouraged a fpeedy tranilation of 
the reft, had there been extant any French edition 
of more than the firft part; but after the ftriSeft 
inquiry none could be heard of; and as for the Ita*^ 
liaui our bookfellers have not that correfpondence in 
thofe parts as chey have in the more neighbouring 
countries of France and Holland ; fo that it was a 
U^ work defpaired~of to recover any more of this Ara- 
fl bian's memoirs. We little dreamed -that the Floren- 
^ tines had been fo bufy in printing, and fo fuccefsful 
^ in felling the continued tranilation* of thefe Arabian 
vD epiftles, till it was the fortune of an Engliih gentle- 
"7 man to travel in thofe parts laft fummer, and dilco- 
^ ver the happy news. I will not foreftall his ietteri' 
^ which is annexed to this preface, for the fatisfaélion 
^ of the world, but only acquaint you, that upon the 
receipt of it, the perfon to whom it was direAed 
was To "well pkafed vritb the propofal, that he mad^ 
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it his immediate bufinefs to find out the Engliih 
tranflator of the firft volume, as judging him to be 
the fitted perfon ; which being done, he immediate- 
ly gave an account of his proceedings to Mr. Salt- 
marfli, at Amfterdam, who f^nt him over two tomes 
of the Turkifh Spy in Italian, with promife of the 
reft when thefe were made Englifh. ' 

pne of thefe I here prefent you with, and the o- 
ther will ere long be ready for the prefs. 

I need not fay any thing of the original Arabic^ 
or of the author,' the place of his abode, and how his 
writings came to light ^ fufficient has been fpoken on 
that fubje£l: in the preface to the firft part. I (hall 
only add, that if his ftyle may feem in this part to 
vary fometimes from the firft volume, it muft be 
attributed to the difference of the languages frooi 
whence they are tranflated, it being impofiTible to 
obferve an equal idiom in following two fuch dif- 
ferent languages as French and Italian; the one 
dancing in foft meafures, delicate cadences, and 
fmooth periods ; the other advancing in lofty ftrains, 
keeping a Roman ,pace> full of mafculine and .fen- 
tentious gravity. 

Neither can the Arabian himfelf be fuppofed al- 
ways in the fame temper, or diat his ftyle fhould be 
all of a piece. In fome places, where he treats of 
fieges and battles, he feems to foot the Pyrrhic mea- 
fures in profe ; there breathes a certain martial ar- 
dour in his words. In other places, on the fame 
fubje£i:, he goes on like an impartial niftorian, bare* 
ly relating matter of fad, without any flowers or 
glofles. He feems not to trifle with plulofophy or 
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religion, but handles the one in the peculiar dialeft 
of the Eaft, and treats of the other in the caftigatc 
language of the Weftcrn fchools, to (how he had 
been converfant in the academies, as he himfelf 
profefles, Letter XX. Book I. Vol. I. In a word, 
throughout all his letters, there is a quaintnefs. of 
expreffion peculiar to the Arabians i and however he 
may v^gry in his ftyle, yet his fenfe retains the fame 
edge ; he is lively to the very lad : Nay, as far as I 
can perceive, both his language, fenfe, and judg- 
ment, grow more correA as he advances in years ; 
and you will find fome difference between his letters 
of 1Ó37 and 1660. 

£xpe£l the whole feries of them as faft as they 
can conveniently be publi(hed, the third volume be- 
ing almoft ready for the prefs ; in which the reader 
will find the ftrangeft revolutions and moft amazing 
accidents that ever happened in the world fince the 
creation^ with many French intrigues and court po- 
licies, which would never have come to light had it 
not been for this fubtle Arabian. Farewell. 
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Mr. Daniel Saltmarsh to his Friend ia 
London^ 

Concmimg the liaBan Cpfy ù/tie Tur^/b %• 



Sir, 

Jl RA¥ULiHO through Italy thia fammer, and cooif 
iog to Ferrara about the middle of Juoe, I made fome 
ftay in that citj» in compliance wtt^ die importunkj 
of mj lifter, the wife of Signic»: Nicolao Valentinì, 
formerly merchant in London. During my abode 
at her houfe, I was brought acquainted with thait 
eminent and learned phyfician Julio de Medicis» of 
die houde of Florence, and late ftudent at Padua. 
This accompHihed f)crfon received me with iingular 
humanity and friendfhip, in all his deportment giv- 
ing proofs of a difpofition worthy of his charafter 
and the blood which runs in his veins. . He is uni- , 
verfally learned, and by his prodigious reading (which 
cannot be hid from thofe who converfe with him) he 
feemed to, me a walking library. Tou cannot name 
an author of note with whom he is not acquatntedy 
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being a careful coUcftor, or rather an cngroflcr, of 
M remarkable books. He gave me familiar accefe 
to his library, whi^h, according to the bed compu-^ 
tation I could itiake, confifted of no lefs than fix 
, thoufand choice treatifes* You knoir my inclina- 
tion, arid will eafily believe that I took no fmall de- 
light in the liberty I had, not only to furvey, but al- 
fo to make ufe of this treafure, fo long as I ftaid ia 
Terrara. I was there daily, and thought that time 
mifpent which my other obligations took from my 
ftudy. Among other books, I chanced to open the 
Italian tranflation of the Turkifti Spy, whfch was fo 
celebrated all over Europe, and which I had read 
both in French and Englifli. I had the curiofity to 
perufe it over, and found it exaftly to agree with 
thofe tranflations I had feen, which made me alk 
this gentleman, whether there were no more vo- 
lumes of it printed ? He prefently fhowed me fix 
more, and told me the eighth was in the prds. 
Overjoyed at this news, I afked him where I might 
furnifh myfclf with thofe feven volumes already 
printed ? He afiwred me the firft impreffions were 
«U fold off, but that they would 1>e reprinted again. 
I'Cxpreffed fome forrow and concern that I could not 
procure thofe books, when, with an ^unparalleled gc- 
«erofity, he frankly bellowed thofc feven volumes 
upon me. It is true, at our firft acquaintance, I had 
obliged him with a prefent, on which I believe he 
fet a greater price than on thefe books> it being a 
watch of moft curious workmanlhip, made by one 
of the greateft artlfts in Italy ; however, I fancied 
my gift returned fevenfold in thefe books. I brought 
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them along with mt through Germany into UqBas4, 
where I jLept them as a facred treafure» being defir- 
. oua, if poiTible} that the fix volumes which are not 
yet tmnflated out of Italian might firfl: fpeak my na- 
tive tongue, that fd we may not always be obliged 
to the French for the mod; acceptable produds of 
the prefs. Knowing therefore the fingulsu: delight 
you take in enterprifes of this nature, and how much 
it may lie in your way to procure a tranflation of 
thefe volumes, by reafon of your great acquaintance 
with learned and ingenious men, I offer you the re- 
fufal of this undertaking, both for the friendfliip thdt 
is between us, and becaufe I know nene fo fit to 
manage this defign as yourfelf. I will willingly ven* 
ture a (hare in the coft, but I would have no more 
than a third perfon concerned in it. If you accept 
of this propofal, I will fend you the Italian volumes» 
and leave the fuccefs to your conduci. I can aflui^ 
you that notie but the firft part is as yet tranflated 
into French, or any other language, except the Ita> 
lian, and the following tomes are not to be had for 
money ', therefore we have a fair opportunity of o- 
bliging the nation with a wcMrk fo long ezpefied, and 
£b much deGred by all that have feen the firft vo« 
lume. My occafions require me to fpend this win* 
ter at Amfterdam» but I hope in the fpring to fee 
you at London* In the interim, am. 
Si», 

Tour, &c. 

DANIEL SALTMARSH- 
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BOOK I. 

LETTER L—MAHMtrr ike Atdbkm^ Faithful Sam 9/ 
Smban Ibrahim^ To BbKir BassA, bu tìigbnefi^i Chief 
Trtafurcr at Cot^antmvpkm 

1 KNOW not wk^ther it be a vice or a virtue to be fcan- 
fill in my clrcumftaDcei. I am no ftoic» nor can I |>re»' 
tend an exemption from the common palRons of men. 
However^ it is not ' for myfelf I am folÌÈitóuft, but I 
confult the good of my commiflion. There 10 a dtfer- 
enee between caution and fear ; and apprehenfion of dkn^*^ 
ger is not to be termed pnfiUanimity. 

I have written ^x letters to Carcoa at Vienila, but 
have received no anfwer thefe four moons. This negkft-^ 
puu me upon thinking ; and I am puzzled to find piit 
an excufe for him. I would fain continue my good opi- 
nion of his honefty» without forfeiting my fenfes ; for, 
aflltough I am not naturally fulpicious, yet expenence' 
has taught me to number jealottfy 'among fife cardinal 
virtues. 

Noi to imnfe tliee, I am afriud of trew^cry. C««oa 
kwiwytiicfacret of <iy oonnpiffwi»4pdiir Vnmkkfimtt 
Vol. II. à. 
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-to ,/do much mifchief. Yet I may wrong the man j 
perhaps he n ^dead : and there are no pods that bring 
jscws from the grave. If he be in the region of filence» 
and expired in his integrity, the two black angels fhall 
iiàvc no power to hurt him. But I wonder I ihould have 
no inteUigence of his death, neither from the miniflers of 
the Porte, nor from Eliachim the Jew. I tell thee, I am 
uneafy till 1 know the truth. 

When I fit in my chamber, aad hear any difcourfing in 
the houfe, I imagine Jt is about me ; when I go along 
the flreets, if any man fallens his eyes on me, he arreils 
me with fear and apprehendon. It is true, I am willing to 
undergo the worft they can infl;ft ; but it would extreme- 
ly «AàttcSe the forrows of death, to fee the fecrets of the 
Sublime Porte become the fporn and deriiion of infidels. 

For thcfe reafons, I have rc^ROved myfelf about a league 
from Paris, pretending it is for my health, trulling the 
conveyance of my letters, and other btdinefs, to Elia- 
chim, who, for- ought I know, may prove a reed of 
Egypt. 

Idefirc thee,' nay, I conjure thee, to fend afpeedy fup- 
ply of j^oney, without which it is impoffible for poonMah- 
mut, the vileft flave of the great and invincible Ibrahim, to 
perform what is expedlcd of him. 
•;rThe great God reward thy fidelity with unfading trca- 
ftt^cl. 

JParb, loth of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1642^ 
Apconiing to the ChrUlian Style. 



. .b\r. : .H.--^7© the Aga of the Janizaries. 

TH«:'god.of -^^ar feems to efyoufe the quarrel of the 
' avy«des; bad aS the pl^md» contribute to their profpe* 
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nty ; even Venus hcrfelf has For a while lard afide all Her 
ufual fofuiefs, appearing now la the field armed cap-a-pee^ 
with a train of Sw^(b Antazoxut-aJt^her heels. 

Thou wilt think I romance in telling thee this, and 
only temporize with thy genius, having often heard thee 
paffionately ?dmire the vaU^nt a£^s- of Semufafcis» suid ci- 
ther Eaftern viragos :. But affure thyfci^ that the Swedes, 
after fome late battles, when they went to bury thdr 
dead, llripping them of their clothes, found feveral of the • 
fair fex under the difguife of men, among which there" 
were fome of quality. 

It is faid, that one of thefe was feen to engage Duke 
Albert himfelf, with a matchlefs bravery and courage ; '• 
the duke being twice unhorfed by her, and as often re. * 
rAounted by his vigilant fquires. 

Thofe that pretend to know naore than the common ' 
fort, (ay, that revenge was the motive which brought this 
lady int© the field, having received a grofs affront from' 
Duke Albert in the German court. However, the duke*' 
died of the wounds he received of this Bellona, and fhe ' 
fur?ixe4 not to triumph over her dead enemy. 

After this, the Swedes, under the command of General 
Torftenfon, marched into Silefia, took Glowgow by ftorm 
the 1 2th of the 5th moon, and Suciniez od the 7th of the ^ 
6th moon. 

And, as if nothing were able to difcourage or baffle * 
the indefatigable mind of this great general, "he inveded 
the ftrong town of Olmitz in Moravia, and took it after 
{oìHT^etn-éAjs fiege. The poft» are arrived this ' fnemitfg ' ' 
with this news. 

Be ftrong and of good courage, and God (hall give 
thee, viftory in battle, when thou fighteft againft the in- ' 
fidels. Abftain from winC; and from opprefiion. And^ 
% at 
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«nsotivc^ ibi»' iidvic^ it$ a . Uftimoay . of . my cfteem and 
Paris, 2bth of the Tilt Mboti,^f tfie' l^r 164%,. 

■ • ' .6.- .,>'... 

gifBfWge>Bga:;ssaipaBsy ;. i .' i ■ . . . ii,! 1 tssssaasssassssssi 

Gardhter to fè^ Suit/uu 

\ JT Hov that an daily convcrlant witH the él4e{l |>rodia^ 
of dbe canb» andcanft call the whpk vcgeUbLef^ìly Iqr 
their proper names» Aell me aether there ÌK fuch a plapt# 
a$» by its baneful influence, blafts all that grows within 
ten cubits of its root. I would not put fuch a queftion 
to thee, had I fiot lately £B«a fbmething in the gar^eo of 
a certain nobleman near Paris, which makes me think it is 
true. They call it here. The ill neighboinr ; be'caufe it 
preySy they fay» on all the herbage that is near it» rifmg 
and' flouriflnng by their falL Indeed» at the time I faw 
it», there yras a withered circle round it ; whilft this de- 
TQuring fprout looked gay and full, augmented by tb^ 
^toils of neighbouring grafin^ proper emblem of oppref- 
fioot . I wiftt iXwc^rc^oyriqg-in the gardens pf all cnwl 
tyrants» that in this natucal gla& they might behold their 
5R#tuJ0U(iip;n^ . 

. • :! wm apt: thus ci^Il in, ^ueftion thy kpowled|^ of an 

èei^.M^h 9)|ini^s^ human touchy Here is qn^ in t^c 

l/fiMfttt spafden» wl^ch the aoUeman boafts was by thy 

iaa4s cropped fypm the Svdtanr's gardens» aiid being, fft 

, tildi pf^jofrC^rth^prefent^ to him.. Thou didfl npt well 

l/^f^ivjt thy ia^tj» in. fuch a grand prefumptipfi» nor yet 

the honour of thy foveieign mafter» w^ (ihould it ev^r 

t jfta^ ilVI ears) wauld fqon traniplaot thee irpn^. the g?rdca 

.#f^feragl^ to the E^fian fields* ^, , ,.^ ^ 

Thou oiighte^ to receive this r«*primand with highcft 
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gratitude, fincc it wffl not fliut thcc out ef thofc plealaBt 
walk's and groves within the higlr imperial "WftlliA Ufc rame 
prudence another time ; and fcom fuch eafy c^nuklcci»- 
fioas to infidek*. Say^ that I am thy. fitei)d in this ad- 
vice ; and, in recompenfe, I only delire thif good* office 
of thee, to watch the motions of my enemies. "ThiJR^wre 
1K> lei» thafi three' great offic<n.af the. fer^gHo, hamraqp- 
ing out my ruin. Thou knoweftr who I mean. Keep 
thy integrity. The Ay infinuating words of £%a(hi«i 
Iftham^ the hiack eunuch, fpokett not long agpiin ttfjr 
Wgrace* to the prfkiclpd fecretary of ftale,^iM{kly edhost 
*to txty'iAaxnher m Paiis» Be ilent fttt^wlfe^ ' » 

.P^^wth if xhe 7th Moon, of the Year 1^42- " • ' ♦ ' 



.I^i-rTa MyzLU Reis Effendi, Prìhclj^al Sefritary'of 
c . '.. , ^ , Si(Uf at Qonftantinopk. 

^» It >x^e IttWf^td fe^ n&e to fake ^^ ìdtìk <it mar H% 

IKxiphet,' I wield fwtaf by the hoéii'^f'tbe^inmtn^thlt 

flly'det^ ik wiicome. / : / '= ..,r 

I hadfcarce finifhed our «ppokttd itevbtioM after^qh- 

Ict, when the poft brought mie thy difyaitch, which inftnàs 

'me that Carcoa at Vienna it dead, f' ; v !j * i,f 

I rgoice ttfit at the death of an honéft 'fljive to' IlNÉ- 

' him : 'Let flowers fprìng froni the duft'o^htft grare. ^Nei* 

' their can I mourn for a man; that may be ^imStà népv 

^wLùd t4cR<r pofleiSoiù $ yeti ata' pkded thnt' Uà ((«iftclcf 

tbe old fairly, and hatleib bdiind tiim aa oéó«r éi^ikvtt^ 

A man in his poft is attacked' with ftrong temptatiofii ;. 

and he that refifts to the tnd^ merìu a wrta^- gathei^ 

frona the tree of life; . ? ^ . .• 

Thóu'màycft tlriifk, k ii widi morè^ale I reéei^tke 
.«ew» of Carcoa'a 4€ath« than of hk infidulhy i^ noè fiat. 

^3 - 
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I value ^^ rack, prjii^y other tortures wjtj| whichf.tfee 
pqjicy of Hate ,ufes to draw confeffions of capital crimen. 
But I would not have the, grand affiurs of the Ottoiaan 
Portjc come wijtl^m the, verge of a fcrutiny, - 

Tfeis news is the bed cure for the illnefs I pretepde^» 
. vflkexi I exchanged Paris for the country air, ten days 
ago ; whereof Bekir BafTa has received an account. j 
. I am now returned to my old lodging, and am coji- 
jgratulated for my fpcedy rc^^very,. by them that knew 
^ not my true diftemper. ....>,. 

Th(^ informeft me, that, by the o;r4er of the ,Diya9, 
one Nathan BepJSaddi^ j^ Jew, js appointed fucceflpr.gf 
Carcoa : 1 wifli he may acquit himfelf as well. 

The five hundred zechins thou hall ordered me by him, 
^ wilt %e wry w^cmie to a man, who has been* forced to 
retrench many changes, that he might the better ferve the 
Grand Signior. 

The King of Spain may wifh, that he could conclude a 
peaiie im as eafy terms with the French King» as thè Sg- 
^phy of P.^fia.has with tjie Sultan Xbrahim» . 

None but God and his Prophet know the zeal with 
^hkb I ferve the SuWiflie Porte. . 

Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1 ^42. 



V. — To ìké Kaimachaì^, ^ 

.1 sHAìfL npw acquaint thee with the death of the 
Qufien»Mother aad Dowager of France, who fell. a £1- 

;cri6c.?. to the ambition of the Cardinal of Richliea, as 

,^hor^,.Qf bsf. paiEJy.do.cotìwionly fuggett. For beii^ 
highly difgufted at his counfels and- intrigues, efpeciafly 

^liijB pkyiag the inceodiary, ^hd inflaming tKofe of the 
blood-.royal^^^ agaiA^t another» (he depiiru4from FxmQ^ 
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and, b7 akind of voluntary banlHimenty expofed hcttóf 
to fo matiy inconveniences, hardftiips, and rigour» of' 'for- 
tune, as fcemèd to haften her end; her great* (pifk 
choofing rather to bre^ than bow to the turbuTent ca#. 
dinal. 

She fojoumed in Flanders, Holland, England, and tlic 
Empire ; her travels being checqucred all along withr^'a 
nuxture of good and evil : Here meeting with réfpeé^, 
there with indifference and coldnefs/ if not contempt/ fu 
ibme places^ her misfortunes were pitied, and the cardinal 
blamed f<^ pcrfécuting^ fo' great and good a queen : In 
others; the cardinal was jjiftified» and her condu£l cen- 
fured and condemned ; and (he accufed herfelf for railing 
him to the power of doing, her thofe injuries. At lengthn^ 
tired out with the fatigues of ftate, and grown fick of the 
woild^ flic betook' herfelf to a monaftery in Cologne, 
where, after fhe had fpent fomc time in religioiis prepa- 
rations for another world, (he expired the 3d of this in- 
ftant moon» 

It was placed among the remarkables by feme, diat 
the fame day flic died, the Cardinal of Richlieu fell fick j 
i^cb ficknefs yet continues upon him : But, whether to 
appeale the gl^gft of his deceafed mifbreft, whom he had 
(b unjuftly perfecuted, or to mollify the refentments of 
the people, is uncertain. Yet, notwithilanding his danger- 
ous illnefs, he every day ventures to the temple, and per- 
forms th« myfttnes of their law fo^ her foul. The whoSe 
court and city are in mourning for this great queen, and 
getìeràl murmurings and complaints are raifed againfl tile 
cardinal on this occaffon, efpecially among the common 
people, who are fo far from entertaining a better opinion 
of him for his daily appearance at the altar on behalf 
of t!ie q'lieen's foul, that they efteem it but an officious 
hypccrify,. a thedley of prieftcraft and ftate artifice. 

A4 . 



H.^ljà^ m a'4f«fK^ ab^v^ <>^» thst.tlfe i|ftee£i*s^hoft 
appeared to the carjina}» aiiboti as (he was dead, feverety 
tf pvoachifl^ han with his ambition and ingratitude, aod 
tdltng liini, that though he was laying the foundation &f 
' tn iffiinórtal*pttojò(Sl, yet he fhould never live to fee It 
"thrive; hat warned him ^to prepare for judgment, for 
•thàtheftould not fee another year in mortal ftate ; upon 
which, they" fay, he iihniediately iickened : and here arc 
.pfophcdé jmvately fcàttcreil about, foretelling his death 
^a Atort^thne. Thia is certain, he labours undeir an un- 
accountable' dHfemper, his body ftrangcly wafting, as if 
it wouM evaporate itfelf "into air ; for he feèms to be in a 
'maàner'cir&d up. * ' ' " 

, 'My duty and devoir to thee, fage minifter, would not 
•let Bub be at reftj till I had prevented the pofts, ij giving 
thee à filore timely account of thefe occurrences, by a 
merchant 'for whom his 'vèfiel waits at MarfdlTes. To- 
^rfow he takes hia leave of Paris, and, once aboard, he 
makes dircftly for Conftantinople, whither he will bring 
idle firft news of the death of one of the- greateift queens 

C earth, in whole royal veins ran the blood of thfe 
^ erors Ferdinand and Charles V. She was married 
to Henry the Great ; and, bcfides her fon now reigning 
In France, (he matched her daughters to the two potent 
'monarchs of £ng]aàd and Spain. 

The moftHigh and Omnipotent, fole Monarch of hea* 
Ven and earth, reward thy fervices and fidelity to our In- 
vincible Sultan, with the fupreme joys of paradife. 

Paris, a^th of the 7th Moos, p£ the Year il^a. 
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VI»— fi flSf Vènerahk Muftì, Sovertign éfttfè TVitè^anJ . 
Und^M Fatti. ' •' ' • - 

X^E&MiT ne to cufeer iato th^ prefeno^p^and vitlidrap^ 
tfay raviihcd «yes a while fn») tke contcnplatioB of ijulh 
limeft obje£b» to caft theoi oa a fpeébule of imoit^Uilf « 
It is the great and renowned Mary de Medidl* QSH^r» 
mother of France, who Mes now dead at Cologne. 

I will not trouble thee widi ioipcrttnenciet % bi»t Itt- 
caufe I know that Tariout r^orts will reaipb thy «m 
concerning the Cardinal of Richlieo hsi being iaftnimeal» 
al to her death, by dnTing her to fuch a height of indig» 
nation, as was the canfe of her vcdunlary eule and wan» 
dering finom France, and ftom one co«iitry to aootberj 
I will here infert a letter from the find cardbal to her 
•majefty, wherein he vuidieaites hisEilelf, and difcovec^, if 
not his integrity, yet the heft counterfeit of that virtue 
•that I have feen anywhere penned* It was wifitten to 
her when fhe wa& in Holland, and runs thus ; 

** Maoart,. 
** I cannot but efteem it the gtcateft infelicity that tift 
•befel me, that my enemies have prevtaikd £o far .as to- 
draw upon me your majefty's difpleafure. That they 
have, by all the arts of malice,, fafteoed the public odiunk 
on me, is a great unhappinefs ; but this is the maftev^ 
piece of their enmity, to render me fufpeéied by yon* 
I could pardon their frequent attempts upoA n>y life by 
•private confpiracies and affaffinations, though human jkk 
ture recoils at tfcòfe whotoe àoat murders; but to do- 
tjirive me of that, without whieh lifeitfelf is a burden to. 
490, I^sKati yottx foyal favour, tran%orts.me beyond qi]^ 
ùì£% and I beg ihat it. may pnfs for fin excufe of this.pfj^^ 
fiimptioD* J could eafily have pafled over ia filcnce alL 
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t o lEiSf las w&nas&K j^x Vj^M- 

their b^&»i^^u8']^t& a^njl mei I could. eafily ha^e^^t- 
ed with my Ufe, and ^11 tlioCe honours and dignities wkh 
which it has been blefltu ; but to rob me of your efteem, 
which firil raifed me to this^ eimed greatnef&iL and which 
i value moiv^^kaif aUthe gondéuirs of the eanh, breaks 
«the barsaivhkh sM^^'mj tMigueand pea, and makes me 
è^d^ó throw 'myfelFat' your royal feet, and all that I 
have ; for I received aU fixim youc princely hands. De^ 
as yoH pk^tf Madam» with your own creature» i pannot 
ivtènèiir at fotir'proccnlmgB ; But» Madafl»^ le;^ ^tpur qs^- 
ti^f^ piety' p*ompryb« to favour the purple of di^i^hurc^ 
with which yoMt bounty hai iatefted me ; let it .agt. Iqfe 
'M^propfer'luftréìHid efteem, becaufe the eocmi^s. o£ jthe 
chm^H arà fbltè hiive c&ftiudi dirt cqpon it. .£$ it.;p9C- 
'£bl(f that a mafn, the mofl obliged^ of alL hi» r«c«». (bould 
bet bilie the oi^ patterà of«ke.ba&il iagrcni^e i . fio- 
-ildcs the %iea of icofiibiencey.«id tiie .naturai force of in- 
'^itifaddfi, my int^ér^ftyiaàns^meto your &fidce ;^HQv^<;im 
I then withdniW «iy£elf'from k». and not pn(^d«Ì9l-my^dif 
at once ù trakor to <the beft of queens, and< the nio0: un- 
" accotiTitable of fools to myfelf ? 

f* « IHtìà. èc»i&kra^ff» Madama buaiog .iKcll. weighecH * is 
'ttiotigh'to scqoitmeof^iti gailtisefs before your majeft^ 
- ' •» But »if it be-'Bfty 'déftitiy to' be condemned unheani^- 1 
"'fllaiFnoit' appeal from your royal fenteace»- fiace I owe a 
'pei'fté^ >e%na#ioft ttì yoiwr wilt loiayconaplam to He»- 
•Veh' of tny liiisCortuiiey but I willnpt expofbilatc with my 
'^vereign psftrónefe^'iior make làe ieidGboppoibìbaagainft 
•^Ifc tomfe ojf yduf angcis not e«en t»y carrying my for- 
HiinirtG^ Roiatie $ 'fórt*9i1ì«rdbe»er I g0^ di my.ftudy ifaall 
•bièt<?t*reGO'(kr'yoai?'mc^efty'« fato»^, if it be m)t Bicnnc,; 
an^ ^i^Vet^ I'obtaiti that happinefs,- I^ftal ndtJcare whi- 
«^ ¥ %^ though it tkf <mt of the^ «mid i^etf ;.<1>ecatt& 



I ait hefwAff' wUk yoar majefty iufpfc^b lùìfiX I. aoji apt 
wtimt I «wer^ was, add ftili siaaximt Xo- h^y / 

Yamxnsqe&yis. .-,:..., .; • t. .. 
.' . . A*MAH.w«C^4^pf.Rif^" 

* àhzÉt WcfOi omapsaing li mtk wfati^t be£el fifi^rpirardf» 9197- 
eii gure a judgment idbetiiet thÌ9 grf at mioi^^ > defervi^ 
«the^dadCuitt that weii: p»flkd upon bÌ9)f .for be, fiijtij^g 
fiGkittei£i»eda^thei^iiiien;7aK^^r 4ie^ pfofje i^ it 

>¥raa a judgment oa. Uau lilid that ^uer ghoi^ ^appoaried to 
himy a» liioi» wik.ioois at large ififonn ttiylelf by- tbe hu 

• Krs I i^ %Q' thfi ksme^him* 3mt «^ih^irsj ar^ of jopit^oa» 
»tbat bis'prefenttiUnoiii ptooceieda from? giie| of H^iod £9r 
'«koqnceli^^^dcath^vei^crtaUy ia/t&at (he dùed beffale ^ 

i^a» Té60A«9ed to.lu» ms^% }. and jthey.pjbe^d ip defisAce 
«f Im «nnòceiiee>..his daily zeal ia &^ng n^b for ber de- 
parted foidy. a^d that at a^time wbea be bas mo^ ^(;ed 
td keep' hm bad than go to ebiireb* Tbi» I b^e beaid 
.dtfoom^ledf. Qven by foqie wb#'bore,^o. g^kod will to tbe 
canitaaU yetiK>\^ begtai tp- f«leait|ow#tda bim» ^ng tbe 
very lineameats of fofi-Qw la his drooping loaks, fUui. pffs^'* 
cing-tbelbotftapftcof avpi:ofoyi|ii4 grifi ia, bi$ mac^catpd 
body^ Heitcie.tbey takeineatoea^;bia |«a]i i^iM^^fV^ 
and ^ddUitji'loiiaards» that! gr^at ^uf^i^ 4,wiU,no^.Ha^ 
:pDli^'iBy^pfM^'ciibMpiOpH^ri on f'nk^, $d?» I^^t,%i)4 pfp^ 
4ier<amon^j^€i& ooi»t^fiiog iafìdej^» tbougb. py ]ÌQ<;)i^ 
ti^n aitò regard liiauU ratber fway me ,to . tb^ , gf^^^oisf^s 
Mci Bnt làsave tbe dc^rlmaatioff,.Q|<J)Ù9 79afctf)^Jto 

tb^i^ caa4»a no ^geaL. . , 
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ìks, as I have àidr*9t Cdkfgn0f vi^xtrt flir %Mem ihn faft 
days in a religious coi^v^nt y a pra^^ nat ft> comfBon 
now-a-days as it has been fonncrly among crowne<i heads ; 
artd thofc whirtìras ttefccBdèd vofiihtafily'from ^e hc^fct 
of humaa glory to tl^ aufterilks ^f a doirout life» have 
eomaioiJy l»cen canoaiaed for faints. Nor do the ere»- 
«ufes cftiiis qnein %aré ùk wktfpcr aboiit ^lat foch ai 
«feyaour were liiit a coadig» révmrA to Jiftr.irstmordÌDafy 
ttdità^ kARfg^aitfeaiy^^taaMnMiodHithc «ftaca i^die JbU. 
gotted vttlgar» whSe her body is^yvt above- groaod 
. The • royi^ campale ^mA h^ ^HnDugfat and intencd-in the 
tetn|>le4ofMB«. Dtmiisi aboattiireé kagnes §mm this city* 
ThM'isreft(9em«dth&¥khéft}^i«ii^ìa4Pranc^ Jitfi a re» 
pefifiélfy of Iiieflittiiibk)e\««k, góM and iiWcr» Moa^Mg 
lo'tlkei^éUes of thek* fellies. iH^» iftfib it gettodfty lodg^ 
M ^e 4uft cjf tfH the i^yal biood c^ F^anee; The £uat 
^^ Whattn this-chfirdi fe dedkaiteeie «fteesMdrtbe ^^ttwi 
éf ^is^ kmgètmy k^f aoc^ing' t» tbeilr doebkR^ the 
falfiils have the patfonage <»f cereàiii' kingdoou» provnca» 
and dtlèf, oontrnkied to tliem/%y God, and thctefete 
Ibey addfc64h«*ii)elveS't^«hein and to the gisardiais ao- 
l^s hoth^ in -fnhdie aild pdkatc. 'Eartry-oike alfo*liat hisi 
|»eculmrpati^dr^faiat«ndgtta»rdiafii>angerafiigned hiafi at 
hit cMi ehelcc». - 

But if thefe Chriftian fisnts ave kt 0vci* fuch pla€«a 
iàd peojple as t!|[iey fhiK>«red {wnienlsfrly «a their lifcdme, 
-tten one woidd thtAlCi when this great qutfftakcanaiits* 
-«è flné'ti^ated fA her feiatly g«yt«nHto«m^ tJieMogOMi» 
IHttttnat e^*^^^ patrd^age» 'in thafr fhe ftonriid'Vivok 
VslSénéh^ztié friéndfhipr té thetii'^hfie ike ww aKwe. 
-'< iWdéiA^ gftiat^rs^le of triith» l9ie tengiai oF^ia^cpi^. 
^I^iddi^etihtfe iHry pivftimptiwi 4nr*di!fcatitiiqf éoiiiaiiaals 
of riK|(ioa9^^idi bdong ^ theet<i dttléranlM ^ f'iitft 



file te'pmy iofrtìxf'iàidifyl dair^^Aiduiiti^. ... 

' Pkris, iodi of the f^ lW«»od, dftfièYcar ì64:i» 

^ i li i ;5igygB^yy8a5wpwB»w^jW^^ i , ttj 

' VII.— To Boi WET Oglou:' - - 

Xt Ja noK paft.jaìdoi^y.^né bcii^c^&cd IH^ ^f my 

Wdby^he^fieopk of .^he kmfe «l»6ie llòdg^t l.ham 

not bnw Ito rlieiow 1117 ttiùe better tWib^inr^yó^ tÌMM^n 

accounf'of dii8 oocurveftoe. ' ^ ^ . ^ ' 

> Horeisttiflrw Ib woknt«4^«péfti[>flb<ilidcrjJ^ 

9mà jrain» that the ^hok hennfphier^ ic«m^ t^ bfrOa.£f^ I 

aad :tlie iii|ieHUtioli^ air« o««r#hdtBed wiUi panie fean» 

-coodiiffiag this ftorm «ffi db» ia tht ds^.of jyyjgnaeo^. 

It ha8>eoM»iied thdc tw^b^houn» and ihqF tf 11 ine» ithat 

Bo Ma thàn twtM%f hyuh» wk bu{»t;t(9 afliea alra^dy» .>! 

badi fratte taken nsf pc^imoi.the laA;i«flrd»'WbfN»:»jSa0i 

•f HghttfRng dycd ali the paper9 f«d ho«ha on |ha< tubie 

iishor«aftJ[ Jiow wrìtt aabh«^ as ibat«i.Wi|ifr^ tbia fowch- 

ed. paper «Mi^ he a teftisMMiial, whidi^ I pendii eiH4ofpd> 

Ohfcrve but the colour and fm^l» and i^ftn .wifc lay» i^ 

iaitaa^xedwkh the mark of 4he thxuidi^r^ff. Il 1% tha^ 

.«hereon' I. had,i>tgttir to. wxkfi^ to i^ee ; blit |t|ift thM^ 

fire at a moment licked up all the ink, (qjcitfMt the VVe 

peefiion, ia whoUy c&ood* .. •> . ^ ;< .^ 

^ The risaioR miehtihn iSgSmgmp out of mjK V4 • v«9: V 

go to prayers, mkh themi a«BiQidi«g. ioj flkfi. ciì4qQ^.<rI' 

4iiefe laMeii» .«^jikflkMb^oftthiù)^^^ Ijghi nìffft^àa, x:oia^ 

Amatt^ «andki^ an^ fidt on i^r^ kiMa».4r«^^' 4v¥P^ 

-Aem,ihsiiw9H|iiig# tfa|^«b2ft they, «sj; iiathini^tMi !f9^ 

-wbere 4hel« aanAtò atoe, 4h» dumdar^jaafiflati Iwwt 7tiym. 

I exciiM tÌB)rtÉ&£lMft k«ipi9g théa 

Hift^l^hit «4uABé«d^U»dtì^ i» m^ diMbtà .^ffei(h X 



'novt}i ligl*i arti fay my praycr$- tkere. Th«y were fà- 
tisficd with this atifwer^ aiid fyrialdmg mcwkk holy^tva- 
ter, to blefs me from the danger impending, I retired. 

There is a private flaircafe in my chamber, which leads- 
ft) a tenace orr the'tòp'of tiié'lteTilV, • Wy 'ctmòfìty car- 
ried me thither, wh^re methought I beheJd Nature in her 
frolics and rants» The greateft part of the (ky was clear 
andtfei^tue, 'atidàmHsaicaiblc iiar». appesD*ed ^./bnt iou^d 
the brims of the horizon .a g rawing^ hbik of ck>uds^^- 

. compàffed the earth,* fptJoting foith catavftd'seif £i« from 
opp<afite parts. One would have thought they were im- 
pregnated with bombs and «tsarcaffeft^ and tbat fome ar- 

, aniks vftrt emtiattlcd in -the aiis. " . { - • 

After thiSy as if thefe hadibeen* the.luéraids of tbeV.bft 
and ficrccd cwnbarty the ck)iid»^di?ei» up i«to a;pbia^,'and 
infnglittg with eàohfjotbfer, ihot fdrtli fnch ^ìxmc^4ji fifè> 
as mkèe tìif^btìàlòck. Mke a Airnaee. For my fiarty I 
had «ot courage enough tarane longer i»; the open air, 
but came down to hiy chamber, *and^ihig proft^te on 
the groutrd, recoiftmended lìsyfdfto the " grdat* Creator 
of all things. Lord of Niature, and iovereign^di^pofer ef 
the live» erf men*'* 

Neitl^r èo'f thihrknvyfelf fojpcrftitiaós irt this» 'any 
tnóté than 1 fhotild be irt humbling mjùM in the dull be- 

• fortf the terrible Ibrahim, when he k' out of temperi 

' Mèthinks Nature feems to be- in- a chderie fit when k 
thunders j' at«l it is 'neither g^òod^ msMaera nor p^tcy to. 

i A"àw her fury o» our heads' by^'darfng.c«rttage* • 

' • Our hdiy lawy wiuah pikkaàhm ' f wafer lo»' its ^ at! *tbe 
firfl appearance o£ tìicJan.a.%idhaoéafi fpaaisito intamaie, 
thai du tmy emergeiicy i^ich.^gì«Bft'us'a-*pee»ltàr, occa^ 

. iion to <con template, ah Of&mi^tCBlt 9bìì9&s ¥^ 'OUglut ' to 

.1^11 dmvn and ^ddiseithe High .aiidv£f|<^fiÌ8}«f^^ 
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iry chuFcb of this GÌ|:y o^ this accauot^ at being the pgi- 
ni&a of the Nazarene^x that %hÌB nolle will chafe away t]}e 
tcmpeft, with all the evil fpirits that infcil the air ; aad 
this opinion is grounded on the ceremonies which are ufed 
at the coafecrstien of thdr bcii& ; for ihe biihop, or, in 
his abfence, the prieft, hallows them with a kind of bap- 
tifm and a form of prayer, wherein, among other peti- 
tions, they dc&*e of God to «ndue them with a virtue to 
refift the devila* 

I mtk TkO Fo^a^ to (uporftitiqn,^ neither do I give much 
credit to charms ; y-et I cannot deny but the ringing fuch 
a vali number of bella mud i^&cds ciiufe a violent concuf- 
iion of the air, even to th^ difperHng of the^cloufjs, and 
pfodttciag $a .calm ; and^exp^rieace ^%res us^ that this is 
the couunon effe£i of a battle, which, if it hajpen in 
tejo^eiluouS; weather, yet. the difcharge of many thou- 
(fa.qd gr^ at and fmall (hot ha& qji|ieted the ilorm,^ and hufh^ 
^4 tb^selein^ivts into a ^cry/erene (;«|uditicm» . 

Though this noife of bells be very troublefome in a 
jfcinae wl^en people (hould take their repofc, ytt here we 
arc a&4 to it ioi a lefs 4?gree every night throughout the 
year. 

. For the Chciftians law'r^qqires the dcrvifes to rife at 
midnight to fay their prayers in their chapels j apd fome 
are fo devout «ind regular, as to mak^ jtlm^ their oonfiant 
cuftn»» ^:fa.that as fbon as the clocks have^ilruck twelve, 
. th^ fiDstil l)ellscin fonie cpnvents begin, to jangle.. Aboi;U: 
two or thecfi hours afterwards,^ other religious haufes rhig 
thetr hék* 9Xìà &).conxig^e. at ce^ain. hours, da^^ and night 
«U tb« ye»ir lQ9g..^ ... • .." 

. 1 ,Th€..ftpiaiia 1^ now quite blown ^^yei:^ thecl^uds di^Jfj^ 
<d| tpd^aU things hpA and quiet* ^ , . , ^ . (. 

He tb»t bripg^ jorth. light, .out. of ^ d^fkii,^» ^d con- 
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' fill jo 7$ of a fair .and propitious morning, have ^ee in hh 
keepiagy and ptrpetoate our friendAiip* 

Pdrris, 24tk of the 7tk Moos, of tile Y car 164». 



X HERE lives a dervife in this city, with whom I often 
converfe in;ith the fame freedom as I do with thee ; and 
it is no (mall alleviation of my melancholy to .vent my 
thoughts to one of an agreeable fpirit» 

He is a reh'gious of Mount Carmcl» a man of fmgular. 
piety and virtue ; and were he not fo zealous a patron of 
the Chriftian fuperftitions and idolatry, I fliduld eileeis^ 
him a faint. 

I have often attempted to wean him by degrees from 
the errors whidi he imbibed with his mother's milk» and 
which feem to be rooted in him through the iaiuences of 
-his education» 

- Sometimes I plant a battery o f arguments againft imagea 
and piékures ; but I can neither beat thctn down from the 
pofts they are allotted in his oratory» nor am I able tcx 
demolifh the chapels which he ha» boik for their iitx in 
his own breaft. 

Yet» after a long and clofe £ege> I have reduced hinx 
to terms of compofitios* la the firli ,placf » he has| fuih 
-fcndcredi^ ? pidure which hung up in hts-clofei^ iip fom\ 
«fa very ancieat man with hoary hairs, defigned'by the 
-paintet to fispitfeot . the peribn of,-God. ' He y£eMs» 
diat;it jsi not .(awful to make any reiexiiUanccr of the in- 
>lfiU^ Divmity* Nest» he allows, diat it is not ]uim§\ì^ 
to bow, ./ai^yihaw .any other «xternd itfpe^ tQ At pio» 
ture» ^p^ imager of Jfefus» Mary, «id the reft of. the 
l^inti^fhsit vifly^ «fe the» as hiftqriead nmi0fbf9O9fifi 
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of thofe holy pemfensi tM as natural helps and l|mrt to 
devotion and virtue, • ' ♦ ■ ' . 

I tell thee» cmyi fricad O^lon» on «Uiele eapttulsitioM I 
could not but raifc the fiegc, and yield him the ufe of 
pictures thus far a blamelefs praATceJ " For, it fccms to 
me unreafonable to dd^r'tti^c who bi8liev« the hiCbory of 
the. go(pel» the privilege to read it in what language th«y 
pleafe» whether this of images and pidnrer» or that of 
ieUerfl. • - 

'. l^tteH iareHbut the ii&ages of taA and fach articidate 
(bunds, by which we exprda our inward uconception df 
Ihtogs ; but iooages and ptéìures are' the *l[v4y launc- 
idsSte chàra£5éi*s of the things tfaemfelves; 'imd it feèms ài 
irfy tóme'la foot oti a J>*fitòc^&*^m^é'VithD«t flie 
danger of idolatry ». as k is to read a chsipter & the M^ 
coran without adoring the letter» that compoTe It. Wat 
tot t!fc tabernacle of- Mt3(fei adorned' with images of 
éiU^miMf'Wéskttìì t!ife*templ<*^#'-«otótttón^^?èkbdi!i 
the fame manner ì If the prefenoe of 4fl»ag^s m temples 
be à profehatlon, why 'for To many ages have our rtii€r 
rAit xdd^t^'&Snreà.tìtctk&téra^pìdrifa to remain under 
Ùk àapdh òtihc mofi^ve of Sanébi Sophia in Cópftahtl. 
ióopfe-? Why dof they netdéfate the piaùJt of Mary the 
«loCher of Jefiis» the two images of angds^ with othei^ 
pecer of fcólpture and'pàjuting in thé<fam^ ^ìfiót^t Are 
«he devvtìbiis'of n mofiailman In th&'^&enid tctoipK 
•tainted with idolatry, beca;ule he ')>rays httok ùtcK 
images? • "" '*• '- " "- ■'/ '"• '""<*• 

Let meunbofom my thoughts to thee wtlh*eedòm t 
images and' pretóre» are no' bugbears- to iie j I xan nft? 
Aem as inftrnmcnts of devotion, in "^p fame manifera? 
I do books. ' Yet'cVery onfe èanhot do tlhis'Wfthout daft-* 
ger of icfclatry^i iiefthcr tt a 'public %léràtidtt of Images 
and^pidiires in tetnplea to» ìx' ^.^fttieaA Fgn tfaoogh 
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fbme men may look on tfiem wkhout hurt, yèt it h hard 
for the generality to avoid falling into » culpable revet- 
*rence ; for, while the eye is drinking in the fair idea, 
the foul' is apt to lofé her force, and fall feto admiration 
"of the carver^s or the painter's art, adoring the elegant 
•fymmétry of a beautrful pi£lure or image, inftead of the 
original and incrcated beauty,, the Majefty which has lio- 
refcmblanc^*^ 

Therefore wifely hae our law provided againft this in- 
convenience,, by dffcoufagHig imagery throughout thct 
fiacred empire of the mulTulmans, , 

He whole habitation is in the myfterious and inacceS- 
iiblc hà'ght of an eternal, necefd, whofc glory is beyond 
ail figure and expreffion> augment thy virtues, whith irt' 
4hc truefi images of the durine' nwtuic» 

Parisi t^th<^ the 7th Moon, of the year 1642. 



IX. — To tie KAlHtACHAM. 

A HB prcfcnt war between France and Spain, however 
■begtih, fecms. lo be carried cat by a principle of bonomv 
rather than, of finmity. .Thefe two nation» are 'pcrfe6t 
ant ipodea* t(;r each <*her in their, llumfarurs ;' yet this, tìvciv 
:fioo between them isf dHcovéréd* nrore. in peace thtnm 
war. ; The queft of glory hat iavkcdcmany brave me* 
on botìi ftd<?8 into the ficULj; :BJid the heroes ftrite to eòa», 
qner each other, by civilities, rather than by arms» ' * ^ 
C?aiafoma and RouflHion were the ftiges of this war 
in the bcginnrng of the year ; where the- MJarefchal "dt 
Breze, and the -Sisur dc la Mothe-Houdancourt, cone- 
bated with all thehardlhips of the winter, as well as with 
valianjt «ncmies. ' The rigour <of the fcafon did not codi 
the courage of thefitrgenccals».. nor divert .thdr rcfolntiatt 
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from t^kkjg the fteljd. All. the, couiitry appeared like a 
frozen lake, atid there was no plaee for them to en- 
camp but in deep fnows or ice : Y^t, for all thefe dif- 
couragements, the Marefchal de Brc»e blocked yp Pet- 
pignan, a town of great ftrength in Rouffilion, whilft the 
Sieur de la Mothe kept the Arragonians in play, and 
baffled the enterprifes of the Caftilians, havieg given 
them two (ignal defeats, i 

Thefe fuccefaful aélions of the French generals, inyit* 
ed the king their matter %o gisc them a fifit, being very 
jdefirous to take Perpignan» and fettle the afFaim pf Ca- 
talonia. He therefore fends anol^er arm}r under the 
command of the Marefchal.de jia Mefleraye^ whkfa hr 
foon followed in perfon. ...... 

There wa3 now a generous en?y,raifed between b 
many great commanders, every one ft riving to advaoq^ 
himfelf in the king^s-efteem by his fcr vices; apd Ibf 
particular merits of the Sieur de la j^othe, . drew a ut 
vourable eye on him. The kitig made him. Marefchal 
.dc France, the ftaff, which. is the badge of his office, be» 
ing prefented to him by the Marefchal of Breze, at B%t" 
celonaj! to the general fatisfadioo and joy as well pf th^ 
C^taloniaps as the French* .. £ 

Thi» honour was conferred on him, prefently after the 
Ijreat vidory obtained oyer the Spai^ift fc»:<;es at Viljc 
Fran(:a in CataloBuu t. . .« 

la. th<; mean while* the Marefejial de. Mefleraye ^^- 
vcfted the ftroag ca^e of CaJioubre, which was furre^ 
dei:ed to him uptfn honoiurable terms by the, M|ir%uif of 
Morure, g^eral of the Spaniih horfe in Rouffilionraai 
jjpvemor of that .caftlew - ^ . . 
. The king, fluihed with cpni^ucfls and fuc;cei5?s> would 
BOt fuffer his army to lie idle, but in go©d e^xfìdX hH 
^ofc fiege tp Perpignan, , • . , .. ' ♦ -. ♦ 
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T«t fudi was the generofitf of this prince^ that before 
he tried the force of his cannon, he ordered the Mare- 
&hd de Mefleraye to fend a herald to the Marquis de 
floresy governor of the town, to put him iii mind of the 
great ftraits the beiieged were in for want of provi^ 
£ons» of which his majeily was not ignorant ; and, that, 
there was no hopes of relief from the Marquis de Povar^ 
general of the Spanifh forces in Arragon, there being 
left> alive but à few companies of all his army, after the. 
great defeat whidi was given them near Ville Franca. 
• He offered the governor all fair and good ufage, if he 
9fould furret^der befoire things came to' extremities ; and^ 
té oonvifìce hm of the entire tols of the Spanish aifny (to 
, which he trufted) he protnifed fale-conduft to any ofScér 
of the gaifrKbn as far as Terragone, where lay all the 
Iblk remnant of the Arragonian army, that fo he nughtL 
jiiferm and affare himfdf of the bad condition the Spai-^ 
làRi affair» wtere in. • t 

Tkh fiaivour was i-eècived with -much * crvilfty by the 
Mar^is de Povar, who returned humble thanks to. Che 
kkègtòt h generous a còiìdetcenfionV àfTuring h%n withajf» 
•Aat the garrifon was not reduced to tlièlc Araits às^waa 
pretended, but that he neverthelefs accepted hfs majefty^ 
&fe-còadi|6b' to a tsitffkngtr ; èntteating him, that he 
•woul^ permit him to go lo Madf^d, that fo the King of 
Spiaiil might have advice of his circumftances. 

Thou wilt confefs> ffluSrious Kaimacham, that it was 
a ^éil ittagrtaiimity of fpirit in the king to grant tTiis 
lequeft to an enemy, who might be fofpe^cd to deBgn 
ào more in it than to gain . time ; yet he fent the mcf- 
feng^eir back a^ain,^ with f\ill ajTuranc^f of his royal love. 
• Whilffi this was in agitation, many other civilities paf- 
4ed between the Frentli and the befieged. Many prifotf» 
crs of note were exchanged, and all things feemed t^ 
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fpeak a fair underftandiag betw«co both parties ; vrhent 
on a fuddeoy the cannon of the town played fwHoufiy on 
the king's quarters» and at the fame time the befieged 
made a vigorous fallvi attacking a redoubt which the 
Marefchal de Mefleraye had raiCed. 

This contempt of the king's fayoor raifed his chcAtTf 
and animated the foldlers with a defire of revenge. All 
ran to their arms, and quickly beat back the befieged* 
Thus was the face of affairs fuddenly changed in. the 
caunp. It was too late now for the governor to expeéi 
the courtefy he before abufed* However, he fent two 
deputies again, to know if the king's refolution con* 
tinued to grant leave to fend to Madrid ; for they had 
ZK>t as yet fent. 

The Marefchal de Mefleraye (ent back the deputies 
with this anfwer, that if they did not engage to fur- 
render by a prefixed day, and give two hoilages for fecu^ 
nty of their performance, the king would not grant their 
requeft. 

This put the befieged upon defpcrate re&Iutions ; 
they made fre^ent (allies, and all things tended to ex» 
tremity. 

. Whilft maiten were in this pofture, the. king, by die 
advice of his pbyficiaaf, withdrew from the camp to take 
the waters of Maine for his health. This wal in the kft 
moon^ %nd Perpignan holds out fttU. 

I bave been the more particular in relating tbie fiege^ 
in regar4 it is the chief fubj^^ of difcourfe amoi^ fuc^ 
as are defirous of news, which is the reafon alfo, that X 
begijl this letter with, a relation of what has been4ranfr 
a&ed ÌP Catalonia, ever, fince the beginning of this y^i> 
tbjit thou mayeft be able to f«rm a regtilar idea of tiuy 
Defeat w^r between France and Spain : I wiU contiqut 
allf fend thee an account of the progrefs the French 
make in Catalonia. 
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God augment thy honours, and prolong thy days to 
fee the fons of thy grandchildren. 

Paris, a6th of the 7th Moon, of the year 1642. 



' X. — To Rei5 Effehdi, Principal Secretary of StaU* 

1 SHOULD be unfaithful to my truft, and merit a bow- 
ftring, fhould I conceal from thee any thing which re- 
fle<$is upon the honour of the facred empire, and the 
law brought down from heaven by the angel Gabriel. 

Thou knoweft, that it is the cuftom of the Chriftians, 
to make pilgrimages from, all parts of the world to Je- 
rufalem, and other places in the Holy Land ; even as 
the faithful Muflulmen do to Mecca and Medina Tal- 
nabi in Arabia, where is the fepulchre of our Holy Pro- 
phet. 

Here are two noblemen of the firft rank and quality 
at Court, who out of devotion to their MelHas, went to 
vjfit his fuppofed fepulchre ; and, in their travel^, paffed 
through part of Egypt ; but when they arrived at a 
place called Salhia, bordering on the Stony Arabia, they 
were made à "prey to the fub-baffee of that place ; who, 
underftanding from the captain of the caravan, that tliefc 
two* were all the Franks he had with him, and that they 
were men of money, he exafted from them twenty dol- 
lars a-piecc for their heads, contraiy to all law, jufticc, 
or precedent ; which they refufing to jpay, as indeed it 
was unreafonable, the covetous old fub-baffee commits 
them to iprifon,! commanding them to receive an Hundred 
b^illnadoes a-piece on the feet, thinking by this means 
to frigliten them to a compliance with his extortion ; but 
they would not pay the money, choofmg rather to fuffcr, 
tbiQa eacoucage fuch oppreffion ia corrupt ofiScers. In 
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the mean time» thè 'caravan de^artaV; leaving. thefe tui-' 
ptifoQed Iprds to the mercy pf the fub-bidSreey who find- 
ing them ÌQflex3>le» can£ed his commandmi^nta to be^put 
iu execution, and not content v^th this, orders his £aves 
to beat them out of town. . , . 

. The poor terds knew not wkjt ito do under this mif- 
foFtiline 5 fw they *wjere fo fore» with the Wows they had 
reoeived on' tìidr tender feet, ,that they were incapable of* 
tiaydUng a-fopt.; but with money they,, piieyailed on 
the flaves to dlredt them how they might procure camels, 
with a guide. This done, they overtook the caravan at 
Gaza, and fo finifhed their pilgrimage. They are now 
at the court here, and have made known the bufinefs to 
the kin^, who, it is faidj has difpatched an exprefs to his 
ambaffador at Cpnftantinople, to demand juftice on the 
aforefaid fub-bafTee ; threatening, that if it be denied, he 
will cover the ocean with (hips, and*, raze the palace of 
the fultan to the ground : for thefe two noUemen are 
neatly allied to the royal family. 

I know thou wilt defpife th^ bold bravado of this 
king, and fo do I, being affured, that the invincible ful- 
tan can fet .his foot on the necks of forty indi petty 
kings as this. Yet, let us be the advocates of juftice» by 
which the refulgent .empire of the Muffulmen was Br^ 
e&abli/hed. Should fuch a ?illany as this go unpunifhed, ^ 
it would encourage <)thers in like cafes, and then there ^ 
would be nothing but - esCtortlon and cruel infolence ; 
prftiàifed by. governors of towns 'and cities Ixithe road. - 
So» barbarous and inhofpltable/ufsigf^ would provoke all . 
the princes of the Chriftian law to take up armsagainft 
us. Thus would the mod glorious empire in the world 
becbnie a prey to infidels* 

. I know this would he mifreprefented, wer^ it to come 
to òthec liands th$t&.thinie. They Would fay of me open- 
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Ijf what they have already wUfpered ta the cabiAi of the 
[tmghOf t^at Mahm&t is in penfion with the French 
King. Tbey feefc my life wichont a caufe. But I tnift 
it to thy generous ahd right nobitf haitds^ of whoie friem}- 
{hip I have had fo late experience. ' 

May the Firft Moter of the heavenly othi> h%é thee 
as by a elutf of thread through the dark labytii^ df^ 
ftate-^ffairUy and bring thee, after a long and happy life^ 
to the fields; of endie£s light. Amen ! thou Lord of' 
Paradife. 

Paris, 26U1 of the 7th Moon^of the year 164^. 



XI. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Fienna. 

X KNOW thee not» and it is probable, thou art aa little 
acquainted with me : Yet, I have often obferved more 
durable friend(hipB contméled: between ftrangera, thaa 
betwixt thofe of the fame blood* Good officea equally 
deferve and attrad love. There are many opportuni- 
ties for travelers to ferve one another ; and he that 
oMtge» me in a ftrange country» tnaket himfdf my 
brother. 

I received a difpatdi from the Reb Effendi at Con- 
fbmtinople» informing me of the death of Carcoa, one of 
the iaiffff ll^es^ of him whom God haa ordained to dif* 
peofe MeitSes- to the worM : I mean the Grand Signior, - 
pofieffor of tlie Aioft exalted throne on earth. He vàh 
me likewife»' chat 1 muft eape^ &om lAiee the contihu- 
ance of Carcoa'sr office. I congratidate tby honour» ia. 
that thou art thought vroithy to ferve the gieat viaèroy 
of the Lord of the univerfe» to whom i» eommitted die 
flaming fword of juftice» that he may reward virtue^ pà« 
uiih mtSf auA rrform the corrupt aaan^ci» 4f'maiikÌD(L 
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I km a mofiulAiaiiy that ia, Tefigned to Ood, or elfe it - 
wotdd have r»fed fome thoughtfiilnefs in a man of my 
drcumflancesy what (houid be the reafonof Carcoa'sfo 
kisg i^ence, not having veceived any anfwer thefe four 
moons to the many letters I fent him. He was intrufttfd 
with the fecrets of my commilliony and had another been 
in my place, he would have fufpeded treachery. 

Well, h^ k gone ! gofie to the infittile tégìon^^ t» die 
receptacles of juft and faithful men» to the pleafant 
woods and groves, the eternal blooming (hades and Ter* 
dant fieldfl of paradxfe. Follow hit ftepn, and be happy» 

He wag a man true to his truft» fedolous and a^ve m 
buiinef» ; pun£hial in his appointments ; temperate in a 
town ùsjvmg with debaucheries ; juft toward aU men, 
and devout to' God. 

It is aeceffary for him that would attain thefe virtiief) 
to begin gradually at the lowed ftep ; to guard his fenfes» 
and (et a watch upoa the avenues of. his paifions. For a 
man becomes neither perfeélìy virtuous nor vicious idi at 
once : And a wtfe man of thy own nat:ion, Jefus Ben 
Stntoh, hath faid, ^ He that contemns littk things^&all 
faOi by Hfttle and little.'' 

I defire thee to fend me Carcoa's Journal, with what 
odwr pape», he left behind him, except €uéi a$ concern 
hi» particular edbu» aad afiairs. 

'Let mr kAOw aHb». how the late defign of thè Turks 
upon Raby k refented at the. German court ; whether 
the emperor talks of feading an ambaflador to the ftdtan 
jibout it ; and whatsoever alfio of moment occurs. 

The Rcis Eiendi tells me, that Bechtr Bafia, thetrea» 
furor, has ordered me five hundred zechins, ,hy the way 
of Vienna» i defire tkou woukleft be fp^edy and «arefol 
in renuttSftg them to Pari». 

Thou needcft ao iaftrudKHBS concermng my lodging, 

Foh II. B 
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or the name I go "by hétc ; thofe who appointed thee 
'this ftation at Vienna» have informed thee, no doubt, of 
'all things neccffary to the difcharge of thy duty.. 

Write often to me, and preferve thy integrity free from 

fiain. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, of the year 1542. 



XII. — To Dgn|t Oglou. 

1 KNOW thy genius, and have obferved with what com- 
placency thou wert wont to perufe thy uncle Shela 
Raphim's Travels, a journal writ in Arabic, and full of 
profitable and wife remarks, cfpecially that part of it 
which treats of France. I will not pretend to add to 
iiis obfervations ; but only acquaint thee with a novelty 
which France itfelf never knew iiv his days. 

The women of ^^uality here of late, do addidl them- 
«felves to the ftudy of philofophy as the men ; the ladies 
cfteeming their educatioa defeékive, if they cannot cc»- 
fute Ariftotle and his difciples. The pen hat almofl 
fupplanted the exercife of the needle ; and ladies clofets, 
•formerly the (hops of female baubles, toys, and vanities, 
are now turned to libraries and fanékuaries of learned 
books. There is a new ftar rifen in the French horizon, 
^whofe influence excites the nobler females to this purfuit 
of human fcience : It is the renowned Moniieur Des 
Cartes, whofe luilre far outfhines the aged winking t^eis 
of Peripatetic philofophy, and has cdipfed the Stagyrite» 
with all the ancient hghts of Greece and Rome. It is 
•this matcUefa foul has drawn fo many of the feirer fcx 
to the fchqols ; and they «re more proud of the title 
Cartefian, and of the capacity to defend his principleif 
than of their noble birth and blood. 



Book L ' A spr at paris. 2*j 

I know our grave and politic muiTulmen will cenfure 
the Indulgence of the French to their women, and accufe 
them of wcaknefsy. in giving fuch advantages to that 
witty fex. But, notwithftanding this feverity of the 
Eaflern parts, I cannot altogether difapprove the Wef- 
tcrn gallantry. If women are to be efteemed our ene- 
mies, ndethink» it is an ignoble cowardice thus to diiarm 
them, and not allow them the fame weapons we ufe our- 
felves : But, if they deferve the title of our friends, it if 
an inhuman tyranny to debar them the privilege of ia- 
genious education, which would alfo render their fnend- 
fliip fo much more delightful both to themfdves and 
us. Nature is feldom obferved to be niggardly of her 
choiceft gifts to that fex, their fenfes are generally as 
quick as <Mjrs, their reafon as nervous, their judgments as 
mature tod fob*d. Add but to thefe natural perfeàions, 
the advantage of acquired learning, what polite and 
diarming creatures will they prove, whilft their external 
beauty does the office of a cryftal to tht lamp, not 
ihrouding but difclofisg their brighter intelleds? Nor 
need we fear to lofe our empire over them by thus im- 
proving their native abilities ; iince where there is moft 
. learning, fenfe and knowledge, there is obferved to be 
the greateft modefty, and reélitude of manners. I {ec 
no reafon, therefore, why we (hould make fuch bugbean 
of women, as not to truH them with as liberal education 
as ourfdves. 

I believe, thou fometimes beftoweft a compaffionate 
thought on the exiled Mahmut. Wouldeft thou do foUie- 
thing to alleviate my melancholy, the next time thoi;i 
goeft to the Atmidan, tran£cribe what is engraven en the 
pedeftals of the obeliiks and éolumos ftandiag t^ere, and 
fend it eadofed in a letter. ^ 

He that it Lord of the Eaft and the Weft» from whofe 

a a 
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iMtoe hang millFons of ftars in chains of gold, increafe 
tfiy virtues and bkfiuigs, and preferve thee from the* 
"poifon of ill eyes, and malicious tongues, and bring thee 
to the fidds of endlefe light. 

Paris, 6ch of the 8th Moon, of the year 1642. 



Xltl. — To Cara HAtVt a Ph^ctan^ at Confiantinople. 

X HERB is a garden in this city, fo near refembling^ 
that of the invincible Vifier Azem, on the eaft of Pera^ 
that I cannot but fancy myfelf near Conftantinople^ 
'when I am walking in it. It is called the Sling's Gar- 
-den, being- alfottcd by the royal bounty of the Kings of 
Trance» to the fervice and improvement of ftudents in 
piiyfic« There is a yearly ftipend fettled on an approved 
pthyfieian, to take care that ho kind of phyiical plant ac 
herb be wanting in this royal feminary ; who alfo during 
ijie- whole fummer is obliged to read a Latin lemure 
«very morning, on the fimples there grovmig 5 whilft a 
a g^reat auditory of young ftudents, with books, pen and 
ink in their hands, wait on him up and down the alleys^ 
»id write down his difcourfe. He that is now employed 
in this office, is a very learned and ingenious man : He 
takes great pains to make all his young difciples perfe^ 
-herbalifts ; for, all the way as he pafies along from one 
herb to another, he ftoops down, handles the fimple, and 
eipkins his verbal defcription with his fingers ends ; 
giving a moft accurate account of the minuteft difiference 
between fuch as feem to be alike, and demonftrating to 
the eye,, that thofe arc two diftin£l plants, which many 
take to be but one ; tracing out dieir different families, in 
the number, texture, (hape or colour of tlidr leaves and 
fbwers) and this he does with fo giuccfui anadion. 
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fucb d^uebt l^^joagc» vid fo compofed a ^ixit, thst 
be cbarms all that ha|)p«ii to be prefcnt at bit kébtnt» 
and makes every body in lote with tke botankg^ Tbff 
garden ftands open to^ all nendemea, provided they leaire 
their fwords with tbe keeper of the gate, to prevent 
quarrels aod mifchtef» 

I enter daily among tbe reB^ and when the pbyfic* lec- 
ture ia over, I retire royfetf idIo oae of the mc^tt pleafant 
fliades in the wofW ; it 10 a gravel walk, the whole 
fcngth of the gwrden, on each fide of which grow lohf 
tre£s,- j^anted ib tbiek, and iotennixing thsir leaves and 
iurancbes fo dofdy at the top» that they coapofe m pet- 
iedl natural wnbreH» over the walk» from ooe.«ad to the 
other, fo that not a beam of the fun can enter j «id 
4hat which crepes in mr tlie greiteft' cemplacesey, it, 
ftbat the farther «end of the walk is not flint up by a high 
wall» as is the cnftom in Ibme gardens ; bat whetlier you 
jwe fitting, or ftanding upright^ it opens to you a v«y 
agneeable and large profye£b of the country adjacent to 
Paris, which affeds the eye with incredible deligbt ; and 
nine fo much tbe more, becaufe it perfe^y refembles 
the country lying eaft of Pera and Conftantinople, which 
you furvey put of the grottos of the aforeiaid moft il* 
inftrious Viiier Azem. It is when I am in this w^, I 
imagine I breathe the air of Afxa, and am within the 
verge of the impertal fecaglio, the fan&uary to which all- 
the diftrdfed princes in the wodd have recourfe« 

There are in Paris a!iove an hundred magnificent 
palaqesy and beautiful gardens belonging to them; but 
none wherein I take fo particular a delight, as in this- 
royal phyfic garden. Here I fpend many a folitary hour, 
and fometimes I meet with company. 

I tell tjice, dear Haly^ that though the French are na- 
turally the moft podiflied and refined people in the woild, 

»5 
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yet I. am many times willing to make excufes, and leave 
their fociety j being by the force of a powerful inclina* 
tion either drawn to this garden, or to a famous library 
fn.this city, in the cuilody of certain religious dervifes, 
who at certain hours of the day, arc obliged to give at- 
tendance to all gentlemen who arc pleafed to fit there 
and ftndy. 

Toward the evening I-vifit the hofpitals, which are the 
fuieft that ever I faw in the world,' and I believe the beft 
governed. There is one named the Hofpttal of God, 
where pcrfons of quality thenifelves, and thofe of the 
firft rank, come every evening, and wait on the fick and 
.the wounded, doing aU the meaneft offices of infenor fer* 
vants^ and this with abundance of tendernefs and hu- 
manity. I have feen the niceft and gayeft ladies of the 
court, dreiling the moit fqualid and putrifìed fores of 
wounded men, not feeming in the kaft to be difguiled at 
the loathfome fight and ilench of their ulcers. When 
one Bra enters the place, one would imagine it to be a 
chamber of young janizaries ; it being a very long and 
wide gallery, with rows of beds on both fides, wherein 
the fick are difpofed according to the order of their com- 
ing, or the nature of their difeafe. The curtains of the 
beds are all of pure white hnen, prettily wrought here 
and there vnth Bowers of needle-work i their fheets as 
.white as the curtains ; and by each bed ftands a bafon of 
clean water, and a fine towel lying by it. At the farther 
end of the gallery Hands an altar railed in, where the 
priefts perform their religious myfteries for the fick. Ift 
fine, all things in this place fpeak an exquifite decorum 
and order, with a generous regard to the health and life 
of man. Three of thefe galleries make up the whole 
hofpital ; and it is as pleafant to me fometimes to walk 
ap and down in them ai in a beautiful garde*. 
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Certainly if any argument could be of force to recom* 
mend iicknefs as a defirable thing» it mud be taken from 
the circumftances of this hofpital, or an equivalent ground. 
I» for my own part, hare often thought» that death it- 
felf would not be formidable amidll fo many ornaments^ 
fweets and comforts. If this public and charitable re- 
gard to the iick be an effeél of their religion» I cannot 
be fo partial to deny it a due acknowledgment» but muft 
o\im» that heroic virtue and piety are to be found in an 
eminent degree even among the very infidels. 

Thou v7ÌIt pardon me for detaining thee fo long in the 
theatre of the ùck and wounded» and prefenting thee 
with the tragical fcenes of mortality» fince it is thy pro-, 
per profeffion to converfe with the infirmities, difeafet- 
and dolours of human bodies» and to be frequently pre*, 
fent in the antichambers of death. 
. Suffer me to prefs thee to an integrity of continual 
love and friendihip between U8« Let not miftakes or mif- 
s^rehenfion» cool this generous affeótion. It is pity that 
either the fpiteful mifireprefentations of infinuating back- 
biters» or our own groundlefs jealoufies and fufpicions, 
fhould diffolve the union of faithful and loving friends. 
I had rather fuffer a thoufand fmall injuries» which I know 
mud proceed from frailty^ and human neceflity» than not 
continue to love where I have once pitched my true af- 
feétion. Nothing but apparent wilful perfìdioufoefs and 
treachery ought to break the facred and inviolable band 
of fiiendihip. Fidelity and love cover a multitude of 
lefier faii^s. He that breaks with his friend for fmall 
errors» difcovers the rafhnefs and inconftancy of his mind» 
and that bis friendfhip was never well grounded ; for» had 
he been a wife man, he would either have been more flow 
and cautious in the choice of his friend» or having once 
contra6ied friendihip» he would not break it again for a 

»4 
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kfs crime than manifell difloyalty : But thou, who haft 
ever purfued me with all the offices of a generous and 
faithful friend, bearing with my many infirmities and fail- 
ings, doft not deferve this cenfure ; yet, confidering the 
Inftability of aU human afiBairs, I couW not forbear put- 
ting thee in mind ofthefe things, left, through the malice 
of fortune, or the envy of men, or any other caufe, thou 
fhouldft withdraw thy affe^ion from nve, which I value 
al>ov« aH temporal bleffings ; for, befides the many fa- 
vours I have received at thy bands, whereby I am obli- 
ged in honour and gratitude to love thee perpetually, a 
fpark ^ natural» or ratiier of divine affeélion, was kin* 
died in my breaft, from the firft time I coijyei^ed with 
Aee. Whether k proceeds from agreeablenef» and Jiar^ 
monf of fpióts, or feme other Secret operation, I know 
not ; but fure I am, and wodid have thee reft confident, 
that there Ì6 not a ^nan in the world wiu> loves and ho- 
nours thee with greater fidelity than I dp- 

The Great and Eternal Lord of 4^ Uoiverfe increafe 
and multiply thy virtues and bleffings, and majce thee Hr- 
Ittftrious in thy generation ; granting alfo this happinefs 
to me, that after a lafting and true friendftiip between us 
on earth,'! may drink with thee of the rivers of pleafure 
which glide along the fields of paradife, and that I may 
fee thy face brighter than the ftars of heaven. Amen, 
amen, O thou Lord of the Worlds ! 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 164:). 

XIV. — To the Kaimacham. 

r TAKE the beft meafures for intelligence, yet I cannot 
gain a fight or a copy of all the exprefles that come to 
this court, nor can I learn their import as foon as they 

2 
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arrive. The minifters of Hate here are the fepulchres of 
sews, they bury all in fdence. 

This is the reaibn that I fometimes have been forced 
to fend thee an account of many events long after they 
happened. My laft letter was an abftrad of the French 
conqnefts in Catalonia, from the beginning of the year to 
the moon laft paft. 

After the King of France had retired from the camp 
héorc Perpignan, the Marefchal de Meflerlye applied 
hin^elf vigoroufly to perfe<5i the batteries, redoubts, and 
other works, whilfl the King of Spain was hoiu-ly per- 
plexed with cares and anxieties for this important place. 

The extremities to which it was reduced haftened his 
freparations for an effe<5^ual relief. He fcnt orders to 
the MarquifTes of Tarracufe, of Leganez and Mortaire^ 
to raife the flower of Arragon and Cattile. 

The Viceroy of Naples furnifhed out a confiderabic 
ileet, it being the CathoHc King's refolution either to 
^cour Perpignan, and raife that iiege, or take * Barce^ 
Iona by way of reprJfaL 

Ib the mean whficy. the new^ Marefcha! de !a Mothe, 
fiufhed with the late favour he received from liis matter 
the French king, and fpurred-on with the thirft of glory, 
•entered like a torrent with his troops into Valentia, which' 
at that time Iky naked and unguarded.. 

Tkkc firft thing he did was to ftirprife a oonvoy of the 
'Marquis of Leganez, who were carrying an extraordi- 
nary piece of cannon to Viveros» 

The French broke tbreugb tkctr £oot with their ac- 
cuftomed fury, and killed more than thirty horfe, taking 
as many prifoners. .They fent the cannon to the camp at 
Reoux. 

Thou feefty fage minifter, how neccfibry a qualificatioit 
it is in Sr fovercign prince to difcem and reward the me» 

•5: '. M:- 
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rits of his fervants. Men of virtue arc animated with 
frefli vigour when their adliond are acknowledged. Of 
this the ever-vidorioU8 fultans of the Ottoman empire arc 
very fenfihle, who value the abilities and fervices of their 
Claves before any coniideration of noble blood or riches, 
raifing men from nothing to the higheft dignities of the 
empire* 

The Marefbhal after this exploit took the towns of 
Tamarit and Moufon ; but the caftle belonging to the 
latter was furrendered upon articles the fourteenth of the 
laft moon. 

Whilft thefe things were tranfaéled on the land, the 
navies were not idle by fea. The Marquis of Breze fet 
upon the Spanifh admiral as he lay at anchor near Vivc- 
ros, and not being able to difengage the veflel from the 
fhallows, he fet it on fire, together with another of equal 
bt&rden. . 

This was only an exploit by the by, and as it lay hi 
his rotta to Barc^elona, where the whole Spanifh fleet were 
arrived, with defign to affault the town by fea. 

The Marquis de Breze made all the fail he could to- 
ward them ; but the vnnd not favouring his defign, he 
was forced to make ufe of his galleys. In a word, the 
Spaniards loll four fiiips in this fight» and three more on 
the firft of this moon. 
^ Thus Perpignan is in no likelihood of relief. I will 
fend thee all the intelhgence I receive. of this important 
fiege. 

Paris, loth of the Sth Meon, of the Year 164%. 
3 
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XV.—- To IsouF, hh Kinfman. 

1 HATE received thy letter» and congratulate thy fafe tt-' 
turn to Conftaotinople. The bleffiog of Mahomet be up- 
on thee for the facrifìce thou madeft on Ai>raham'8 moun- 
tain in my behalf» and for the alms thou gaveil to blot 
out my fins. Hadft thou fent me the facred relic I de- 
fired» I would multiply benedidions on Ifouf my coufin. 
It. is but a trifling excufe to lay» thou couldft not pro- 
cure that which is denied to no pilgrim. The emir pf- 
Mecca cxpeAs that every one who vifits that holy of ho- 
lies ihould purchafe a piece of the old hanging» when it 
is yearly taken down. This is his fee» and thou hafl; at 
onoe defrauded him of hia due, fruftrated my hopes» and 
weakened the merit of thy pilgiimage. 

But I will not be querulous;; perhaps thou wert aff^id 
of wanting money in the reft of thy journey. Thy letter 
is very fhort» and full of referves, hardly vouchfafing to 
make «an apology for thy long filence» though it be now 
the nine-and-thirtieth moon fince thou firft partedft from 
Conftantinople» without giving me any account what was 
become of thee- 

Sometimes I thought thou wert overwhelmed in the 
fands of Arabia» or that fome wild beaft had devoured 
thee ; at other- times» I imagined thou mighteft die of- 
thirft in thofe dry and barren deferts. When the cara- 
van returned at the accuftomed time» and no tidings of 
Ifouf» I could not divine that thou wert gone into Per-^ 
fia» or that thou wouldeft travel through all the eaft» as 
thy letter informs me. 

I.fhould be proud of my kiafman» were I fatisfied what 
improvements he has made in fo tedious a journey. Thy 
letter fpeaks thee not a traveller ; thou art a churl, Jn noif 

B^6 
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communicating to me thy advcntwrc» and obfervations ia 
fo many countries as thou haft paffed through. 

Tell me, Ifbuf, what was the motive which pot thee 
upon Aich a hazardous fatigue ? Thou wert a man of 
gnat faith to truft thyfelf to the condud of the Perfian 
who ioWted thee along with him. It is a iign diou haft 
a roving foul, or elfe thou wouldeft not, upon fuch eafy 
terms, have abandoned the company of thy feUow*travel- 
lers and friends, to join thyfelf to a ftranger, an enemy 
to thy nation, a heretic. It is true, a peace was juft then 
concluded between the Grand Signior and the Sophi of 
Periia, and fo there was no danger of thy being fnapped 
for a fpy, and facrificed to the jealoufy of fiate ; but thou 
expofedft thyfdf to the capricjos of fortune, and the wa- 
vering tender of a «man, who, for ought thou kneweft, 
might have fome iU defign upon thee. 

Tell me, didft not thou meet with great temptations 
at Ifpahan ? Couldft thou wiihftand the charms of Per- 
fian luxury ? It moft needs be a furprifing novelty to fee 
the ladies of the court frolicking and revelling in the houfea 
of pleafure without the city, fo contrary to the aoilere 
cuftoms of our women at Conftantinople. 

Wdl, I will believe thee chafte in the midft of courte- 
zans, fuber in company of drunkards, and that the fpark 
who picked ihee up at Medina, made no attempts to de^ 
bauch thy virtue ; yet thouicanft not bhune this raillery, 
when thou confideveft the diflblute manners of that na- 
tion. And I wiH tell the ingenuouiiy, that I find it very 
irkfome to abilain from wine, in a country where every 
body drinks it but myfelf. 

But thou giveft me no charaAer of thy Perfian friend, 
or his quality. He might, for ought ! know, be fome 
knight errant j and thou hia fquire, and fo you. rambled 
together up' and down Afia tofeek adventures ; for thou 
art not focoroplaifant as to tell me the cfFeds of thy travels^ 
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Had I bfcn io thy pUce^ I (bould ha^re made ìt4ny 

bufinefs to inquire into the laws aod rdigipns of thofe 

[ cotmtnes through which I j»alkd. I fliouid have taken 

notice of the ftrength and fitoatioii of their cities and 

I caftles ; their manner of building and fortifications $ the 

I difcipline of their £bidlers ; whsvt sa^ga)^ mera thej 

have, and which were the moft esuaeut places of com» 

merce and traffic. 

When thou wert in the court of «he G«eat Mogul, it 
had been worth thy obfenration, to fee the grandeur «tf 
this monarch, who never goes into the fidd with letfs thaa 
two hundred thoufand men. Thou fllould^ have re» 
ioarked alfo the ufe the Indiane make of elephants in 
their battles. It had not been amifc to bave caft an^ye 
iato their temples in this country, «where thou wouldeft 
have beheld the execrable devotbas of thefe iddatert^ 
who worfhip the devil under hideouB forms. But, ^ibo^e 
all, I (hould have beai greedy to fee the Indian «omen 
throw themfelves into the funeral pde after their dead 
huibands; and before I parted from the country, I 
fliould have fought the convcrfaiion of their Gymnolb^ 
phiils or Brachmans. Thefe are in fp. great reputation for 
their wifdom, faadky, and inoeurrupt maimers, that the 
greateft pountates hare necourCe to tfacm in jall diffcidliet^ 
as to divine oracles» 

China alfo would have affiaaded thee matl»er of dbfeprax» 
tion and remark. 

Thefe people fay o^ themfekc», that they fee w&b 
both eyes, the Mahometans with one, and all the rèft of 
the world are ftark blind. But, in my opinion, the Chi- 
ncfes can be but purblind themfelves, fince they fee no 
farther than the mountains vvbich environ their owo: 
country, it not being permitted to the fubjeds of that 
empire to travel Yet, to give them their due, they are 
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a very ingenious people,, envied by al) the world for their. 
BTt in making porcelain. 

I fhoidd be glad to know, if» whilft thou wert in this 
country» .thou ever £iweil any of thofe &iHng waggons 
wbidb are faid to be ufed there. 

It would be very obliging» to fend me a particular re- 
bddon of thy travels thefe three years.* Thou wilt not be 
angry,' that I am folicitous for thy good. The end of 
travelling» is to gain experience and wifdom. If thou 
haft attaiaed this» I ihall rejoice. The delire of know- 
ledge hàs.caufed many famous men to roam about the 
world. This led Py^goras into Paleftine and Egypt ; 
this made Plato to leave Athens» to go and learn of 
Archytas.the philofopher at Tarentum in Italy ; and 
the fame motive carried ApoUonius through the greatefb 
part of Alia and Africa* * 

But I would not have thee- confine thy: fearch to their 
meafuBes-; for they oidy coveted for to know the myilerìes 
of nature;. Whereas» O^ thou travcileft again» I would 
advife thee to acquaint tkyfelf with* the conflitutions of 
kingd<Hns and ftates» whereby thou mayeft be Serviceable 
to our Great Mafter» the Grand Sigaior» Lord of the 
Seven Climates». for wlH>fe fake the elements are reflrain- 
ed within their bounds» and nature itfdif keeps on her 
courfe. 

Coufin» I pray the great God to poUih thy ibid with 
rational principles» and make thee ufeful in thy genera^ 
tton ; for no n:ian is bora for himfielf. Adieu. 

Paris, 13th of the Sth Moon, of the Year 1642. 
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XVI. — To Berber Hu staph a, j^ga at Conflanttnopk. 

1 SENT thee a letter m the concldion of tihe hSi year, 
concerning the Duke of Lorrain, and the lofs of his 
eftate ; fmce which he feems to have loft ' hirofelf^ bemg 
excommunicated hy the pope, who is to the Clurifiians 
what our mufti is to True Believers, 

If thou knoweft not what it is to he excommunicated 
by the pope» I will inform thee in few words. 

Thofe who lie under this cenfure, are forbid to enter 
into. any of their churches, or in the leaft to partake of 
. what they eileexaholy. All chriftians are con^anded to 
ihun their company ; they are efteemed as bad as here- 
tics, baniihed human fociety, and given over to the devil. 

The occafion of pafiing this fo fevere a fentence on a 
foyereign prince» thou wilt imagine was great ; and yet 
it was only for putting away his firft wife, and marrying 
anojther ; a thing commonly pra6tifed all over the £a^ 
Should our mufties have the fanfle power, there would be 
but few muffulmen in the facred mofques. 

But thefe infidels call marriage a great facrament, and 
efteem it as violated when a man repudiates his wife ; di- 
vorces being not allowed in any part of Chriftendom, un- 
lefs in cafe of adultery. 

People talk varioufly of the pope's cenfurc. Thofjc 
who fevour the Countefs of Cantecroix, murmur at the 
excoorununication, calling it a.breach of privileges, aniun- 
heard of innovation, an attempt upon the life o£ the 
prince* They add alfo, that he ought firfl to have been 
cited, and his cafe heard by the court, according to the 
canons and decrees of councils. 

On the other hand, there are who juftify this proceed- 
ing of the pope, and accufe the duke» of barbarous in* 
gratitude, for leaving his lawful wife, by whom he got 
his eftate, and with whom he had lived >many years. 



40 I4ETTEKS WRITTEN BY Vol. IT. 

However, the Duke of Lorrai» has publiAed a ppo- 
teflation againft the pope's proceedings, and caufed bi» 
procu rat or-ge aerai to do the like 5 writing letters ^fo to 
the prefidents and counfcllors of the fbvereiga eouit df 
X^rraiii ami £arois, comin«nding them not to idke any 
notice oi the pope's ceafure ; it ^$i^ actually »ull and 
^ Toid, becaufe contrary to the fundamental laws of the 
church. 

It is to be obfenred here, that this escommunicated 
prince, in the conckifion of hi» proteft, appeals neverthe- 
kf* to the fovereign bifliop, when he (hall be better in- 
formed, ftill profei&ng an eternal obedience to thc^ 
church. 

It is a ftrange unaccoontable power the popes of Rone 
claim OTer emperors and princes. In his pubh'c letters,, 
briefs, or patents, he ftyles himfclf. The Servant of the 
Servants of Goà ; yet, in his aétions^ he afiumes a fo- 
iFcrcignty over kings, caffiog all the princes in Chriften- 
.dom his fons» and ehaft)&ng them as fuch,, when he fees: 
cccafion. All thfs proceeds from the difference they make 
between the temporal and the fpiritual fword ; fo tfaat^ 
^en theur forces have been routed, the city of Rome 
facked,. and themfelves takei» prifoners by the force o( 
the former j yet they have, at the fame time, by the dint 
4>f the latter, fubdued theip conquerors, and in the midft 
of captivity celebrated a triumph. 

Spare not to command me, if thou eanft,propo& «my 
method of doing thee ferviee. 

God, the Efience of Eflences, purify us, and waOi a>^ 
way our imper£i&6iioii8. 

Paris, «5 th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 164%, 
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XVII. — To Bedredin, Superior of the Dervtfes of the 
Convent of Cogny^ in Natòlia, 

ixRT tkon alivcy Tcnecabk old man, or muft I ezpeft my 
anfwer in the other wodd? I have often writ to diee, 
and more often inqnind after thy health, when I had 
opportunity; but have received no anfwer, nor 'heard 
any news xyf thee thefe (even moons, which ieem fo many 
years, to a man who woul4 be ready to die for joy, 
could he receive the ieaft ai&inmce that thou art yet dive. 

Wiliioiit doubtt thou Mveft Wherever tHou art, and 
JbrA m perfeéi^ joy and peace, the rewards of thy con* 
f^mmate fam&ity and virtue. Either thou ftiU enjoyeft 
a heaven on earth, thy incorrapt foul being a paradife to 
itfdf; or, tfaou haft liranflatcd thy refidence irom earth 
to heaven, to a&gmciic the number and joys of thc^ 
Weffied. 

WtSii I' will foppofe and hc^'c thou art alive, and that' 
this letter will come to thy hand : I yriH therefore make^ 
thee an acceptable prefent. 

Thou hail often fpokr with much affeélion and re- 
verence of JESUS, the Meffias of the Chriilians, as all 
^od molTulmen ought to do, being taught by the Al* 
coran in feveral chapters, that he was a holy prophet, 
and in th6 number of the divine favourites. 

I have met with an authentic defcnption of his perfon 
in the king's library, and have tranflated it into Arabic 
for thy fatisfadion. PubUus Lentulus being prefident of 
Jadea, fent it to the Senate of Rome, when the fame of 
Jcfus began to fprcad abroad in the world : Thefe are 
his wosàs I 

** There lives at this time in Judea, a man of fingular 
virtue, whofe name is Jefus Chrift, whom the barbari- 
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ans efteem a prophet ; but his own followers adore him 
as the offspring of the Immortal Gods. He calls back 
the dead from their graves, and heals all forts of difeafes 
with a word or a touch. He is tall and well fhaped, of 
an amiable reverend afpedi ; his hair of a colour that can 
hardly be matched, falling into grscefal' curls below his 
cars, and very agreeably couching on his (houlders, part- 
ed on the- crown of the head like the Nazarites. His 
forehead is fmooth and large, his cheeks without other 
fpot fave that of a lovely red ; his nofe and mouth form- 
ed with exqdifite fymmetry ; his beard thick, and of a 
colour fuitable to the hair of his head, reaching an inch, 
below his chin, and parting in the middle ' like a fork f 
his eyes bright^ clear, and ferene. He rebukes with ma« 
jefty, counfels with mildnefs ; his whole addrefs, whether 
kk word or deed, being elegant and grave ; no man has 
feen him laugh ; but he has wept frequently ; he is very, 
temperate, modeft, and wife; a man for hi» excellent 
beauty and divine pcrfeétions furpaiSng the children of 
men." 

I fend thee this pi£lure of the Chrifbians Meffias» not 
drawn by the pencil of the painter, but by the pen of a 
Roman governor ; and therefore it may pafs for authen- 
tic. I have often heard thee praife the original, and 
condemn fome too fuperftitious mufiulmen, who, in their 
miftakcn zeal for the Alcoran, have blafphemed this Holy 
Prophet ; a man whom the Alcoran itfclf mentions in 
leverai chapters, flyling him, The Breath and Word of, 
God. 

Certainly, maledié^ion becomes not the mouth of a 
true believer ; and he who curfcs God, or any of the 
hundred and twenty-four thou(and prophets, fhall be e&% 
eluded their focicty in paradife. 
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I give thee a final adieu, O holy dervife ! defiring» 
that this chara£ler of the Mefiliah may be tranfcribed id 
letters of gold on fUken paper, and laid up in the library 
of thy convent. Adieu. Live for ever. 

Paris, ajth of the 8th Mood, of the Year 1542. 



XVIII. — To the Kaimacham. 

Various are the difcoutfes of pec^le in this place con* 
ceming the redu£lion of Afac ; for Paris, like Athens of 
old) is the receptacle of all the news in the world. 

The French are naturally a martial people, delighting 
much in the affairs of war ; and when the news came lai): 
year of the raifing the fiege of Afac, with all the particulars 
of the defendants bravery, notwithftanding the union of 
lb great forces againft them, they highly applauded the 
valour and conftancy of the Cofiacs, whom neither threats 
Bor promifes, gentle means nor vigorous afTaults, could 
prevail upon to furrendcr up their town, but forced their 
befiegers to return home with the lofs of above twelve 
thoufand Tuiks, befides Moldavians, Walachians, and 
Tartars. 

But now they begin to change their notes, and to ad- 
mire the invincible force of the Ottoman arms, which 
hew their way through the moft formidable difficuhies, 
to lay empires, kingdoms, and flates at the feet of our 
vidorious fultan. 

I have received a particular account from Nathan Ben 
Saddi, of the taking of that city. He teUs me, that it 
the news of thofe great preparations which were making 
by land and fea agamft it, the inhabitants being denied 
the protedion of the Mufcovites, which was their fok 
refuge in this extremity, abandoned the tovwi, carrying 
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with them tbeir goods» and demoliifaii^ their houfcs, fo 
tbat there was but fmall prey left for our foldiers. 

It is the general difcou^fc of this court, that there k 
a fon born to Sultan Ibrahim. I (hould heartily reyoioe» 
were I affured the new« were true ; but there -ia no di- 
fpatch as yet to confirm it. Befides, I have received ad- 
vice from Conftantinople, whfeh alntoft difcourages me 
from ever hoping for fo fortunate an event. 

God lengthen thy days, and make thee^happy botlr in> 
this world, and in paradife» 

Paris, ajth of the tth Moon, tfì the Tear 164 1. 



XIX.— Tb Mu STAPH A, Sofa ofSilj/iria. 

X Hou haft no reafon to repine at tb^ eschasg^ of il^y 
government, though thy pr?(ent power be ckcumfcfibe4 
within narrower Umits than k was in Egypt. TJ»»t f^ 
nary of the world never afforded thee ijoch a h^rveii of 
laurels as tho« haft reaped on the banks of the Black Sea. 
The conqueft of A(ac has loaded thee with honours, 9n4 
the moderation thou haft in the midft of triamphs, ha» 
captivated greater numbers of the Coflacs, than could the 
dint of thy cymetar. Though the foundations of king» 
doms are laid in blood, yet the fuperftruAure is cemented 
with clemency ; and the Roman Ca^fars, by timely 
iheathing their fwords, fattened to their empire the proi- 
vinces they had won by drawing them, 

I am bound to write often to the minifters of the 
Porte ; afid all my moments are coafecrated to the fer- 
vice of the Grand -Signior, who has a right to command 
all mankind : Yet the fame of thy late viftory reaching 
thefe parts, and giving occaiion of difcourfe, I ftole thia 
time from «lyfelf, not from my great mafter (it being; 
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the hour of Step), to teU thee what the world ftiys of 
thee. 

They do not compfare thee to Hannibal, Scipio, ox 
Alexander the Great : Thou thyfelf wouldeft take him 
for a flatterer, that (hodd afe fuch an expfeffion : But 
they fay, the method thoa hail taken to fweeten the ca» 
laouties of the Coifaca, and invite them back to their 9^ 
bandoned habitations, has fomc refemhlanc^ with the 
condu^ of Selim, a general of Orchanes's army, who, 
after he had taken the city of Prufa, forbid his foldiers^ 
on pain of death, to touch the goods of the inhabitants*, 
or commit any infolent aéiion. The moderation of this 
conqueror not only rendered the citizens eafy and will* 
ing to fubrait to thtdr new lord, but the fame of it fpread^ 
ing abroad, he, with little bloodfhed, reduced all the ad* 
joining countries under fubje^ion. 

It is reported of the great and vi6lorious Saladine, that 
he took more pleafure in winning the hearts of his ene- 
mies, than in conquering their perfons* This pnnce 
had a. faying very common in his motith, << That he did 
the office of a barber and gardener, /having the fuperw 
fluitiesv and pruning the excrefcenccs, of overgrown 
kingdoms and ftates, not deftroying fiiem root and 
branch." It is certain, he endeavoured, in all his con- 
quers, to mollify the averfion of his enemie8> by aéls of 
generofity. 

Thou wilt expeéì fome news from a man in my pofl| 
and I cannot entertain tkee with more agreeable intelli- 
gence, than what is the common theme of difcourfe at 
this tune* 

Edward, Duke of Parma, has entered into the pope's 
territories with three thoufand fclcÀ horfe, where he 
marches, dragooning up and down the country, bringipg 
terror and confuflon wherever he comes. ^ Hq conquers 
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Without' drawing his fword, the pope's army flying be- 
fore him. 

- This prince is by nature very fierce and aeUve, and lias 
a peculiar gift of obliging his foldiers^ by treating them 
with a frank affable carriage» free from the flately re* 
fervednefs to which men in authority are aecuftomed. 
By this deportment, he has infenfibly Hole their affec- 
tions ; they are ready to follow him all over the world. 

When the princes of Italy fall out with one another, 
they generally engage the French and the Spaniards in 
the quarrel. But the Duke of Parma refufed the afiUl- 
ance which the former proffered him, of two thoufand 
men, provided they might be difpofed in garrifons : He 
was jealous left the French defigned to play their old 
game ; and that, when they were once houfed in his ci- 
ties and. ilrong holds, it woidd be difficult to unkennel 
them. 

He has a new way of winning towns, carrying with 
him neither infantry, cannon, ammunition, nor any other 
provifions neceffary to a campaign : Yet, when he ap- 
proached towards Smola in his road to Bologna, the go- 
yernor fcnt the keys of the town to him in his march ; 
which he made no other ufe of, than to give his troops 
a paffage through the place, refigning them up again. 
By thefe ^oble ads, he paved himfelf an feafy way through 
the Ecclefiaftic State, his army being fumi/hed with vic- 
tuals in abundance, without plunder or infolency. 

The firft occafion of this quarrel proceeded from fome 
contempt put upon the Prince of Parma, at the court of 
Rome, by the nephews of Pope Urban ; and the difgufts 
have fince been improved to that height, as to engage 
the State of Venice, the Grand Duke of Tufcany, the 
Duke of Modena» and other princes, in the care of the 
general intercft of Italy. 
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Thcj proceed with medìations and overtures of peace 
in one handy whilft the fword ii brandifhed with the o- 
ther; amufing one another with treaties to gain time. 
The lob of Caftro» a ftrong town on the borders of the 
Ecdefiafiical State, fpurs on the Duke of Parma to re- 
venge himfelf on the Barberini's ; whilft the Republic of 
Venice ftrives to mitigate his fiercenefs» and accommo- 
date a£Fairs, efpoufing his caufe, but fearful of his lafli- 
nefs, left his impetuous humour (hould carry kim to the 
walls of Rome, and bring things to extremities ; for all 
the piinces of Italy profefs an inviolate obedience to the 
pope, who feems to inherit the authority of the ancient 
Roman emperors. 

Thou mayeft comprehend by what I have faid, how 
eafy it were at fuch a jundure, when all the principali- 
ties in Italy are, as it were, disjointed, to bring them 
under the yoke of a foreign power. This is what the 
Spaniards and French have for a long time been nibbling 
at, and whereof the Republic of Venice at« fo jealous, 
that they never fide virith one party to the ruin of ano- 
ther, but endeavour to keep all the intcrefts of Italy in 
an equilibrium, till they are reconciled and united, left 
the party which finds itfelf moft weakened, fhould feek 
the proteélion of one of thofe potent crowns, who would 
not fail to ftrike two ftrokes for themfelves, if they afe 
defired to ftrike one for the opprefled Italian. 

The Chriftians call Italy the garden of Europe ; and 
if the allufion may hold, the King of Spain has poffefTed 
himfelf of two ftately grottos in it, Naples and Milan ; 
Yet it is a queftion, whether the coft in maintaining thefe 
two cities, viriU countervail the hoiiour of being their fo- 
vereign at fnch a diftance. The fame may be (aid of his 
•dominions in Mexico and Peru. This is the peculiar 
happinefs of the Ottoman Empire, that all the members 
of fo vaft a body lie contiguous to each odier. 
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. The Moaar^ of the World above, and this below, 
iacreafe the terrkories of oar lAvinciU^ Mx9A ; and by 
eodtunualiy fuppiying our armka wkh foch fortanatie 
leaders^as Muftapha, fubdae all oatioiiB tx> the true &ith. 

Parir, apth of tile 9th Moon, of the Year x54«. 



XX.— Ti> Mtf Kits Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
State. 

Jl have heard with forrow, the dkappointment the Sul- 
tan's forces met with in the taking of Rab. The Chrif- 
tians accufe him of breach of the capitulation^ on whkh 
a ^eace was concluded for twenty years, between the 
Happy Porte and the Emperor of Germany. . 

If the ftratagem by which they defìgned to take this 
town be truly related to me, it feems to be a copy of 
the Grecian arti£c'e in taking Troy, bating the differ- 
ence of many carts, and one wooden horfe. 

That officer who difcovered the intrigue, though be 
had hunted in vain all the former part of the day, yet 
returned, with good game at laft, when he had enfnared 
our carted foldiers within the toils, got them within the 
walls of the city, and drawn up the drawbridge upon the 
ambuih which lay behind* The emperor, it feems, takes 
it mightily to heart ; and, as I hear, has fcnt an ambaf- 
fador to. the J^orte, to complain of this tranfa&ion* 

The ccmrt here is not very folidtous for his intexieft, 
nor will they be much troubled to find that his ambaflk- 
dor has but a cold reception at Conflantinople ; for the 
differences between the Kings of France and the Houfe 
ol Auftiia are too deeply grounded, to fuffer any good 
undcrftanding or i^eétion to take |dace between them.' 

And the Cardinal of RicUicu was heard to jisty, not 
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maoy days ago, " That finc€ the German Es^le was fo 
greedy» he would give her a bone to pick would break 
her bill." This was fpoken in relation to the Emperor's 
encroachments on the Palatinate, and his feizures of Ju« 
Hers and Treves. 

I am glad to hear that the league is renewed between 
the Shning PcMrte and the Eling of Perda, that fo the nerves 
of the Sacred Empire maybe wholly employed in Hungary. 

Paris, lath of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1642, 



XXI.^ — To Enguruli Emir Cheik, a Man of the 
Law, 

X HIS Weftern World lies drowned in wickednefs, or 
rather is fet on fire with fin. I fweat while I am within 
the confines of the air of Chriftendom. An univerfal 
peftilence infeéts the fouls of men» from whence their 
words breathe nothing but contagion. Even fuch as one 
would take for holy faints, are mere cheats ; and, like 
thofe fruits that grow on the banks of the Lake AfphaU 
tites, they are fair and beautiful without ; -but bring 
them to the touchftone, and you will find them mere 
corruption and rottennefs within. *The Laity openly 
wallow in aU debauchery and licentious pradices; nor are 
the Clergy kfs exempt firom fecret enormities ; while thti 
EcclefiaiUc vcftments ferve but as cloaks to' pride, am- 
bition,- covetoufnefs, and other concomitant vices. The 
fword of juftice itfelf, or, at leaft, that which Dught t» 
- be fo, fervcs.to divide the fpoils of the poor, the widow, 
and the orphan. In court and camp di offices are bought 
and fold, wil^out regard. to merit or the pcd^ good* 
He that, bids higheftv is fiirft preferred ; and the befl mo» 
nied obaf i|iaQ<^8i the .lAaA merkof ious candidate. Thcfe 
Vol IL c 
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%K ih^ ^c%pts of prince»» wad the defign» of &«ouiiteg ; 
wkilft the ««fiqeb of the one* «buft 4 by the craft wai 
fubtlety of the oth^« expQ&« fhaes of htgheft truft, as 
ia an e^haffge» to become the saerdtindife of every pea» 
«Ulng huckfter ; and brave and generous fouls are many 
ii«m put by» though the royal pronufe itfclf has paffed 
in their b«half* Thm is emhieiitly the imbjqnptKb of 
the French court ; and it is thiou^t the late Duke of 
Luynesy and the prefent Cardinal Ricblieu» both of them 
favourites to the prefent king, could not have fwelled 
their coffins with foch heaps of gold, but by thefe (tnifter 
methods. 

I am credibly informed by an old French courtier, 
that Monfieur Belville» a gentleman of the province of 
X^ng!arìxK9 fpared not to p^ thid refie^ion oa the 
Duke of LuyoQft even in the kieg^s prefence. Being 
at Sourde^u)!:, while the Eing cdebnted his nuptials 
wlxh the Infanta of Spftin» in a meft magm£ceot num- 
uitXt 9ne.dity ooming to the court in his apounung coach 
{\m fethev being newly dead)» lie was rqirehended 
iy Monfieur Cadil^t* younger brother to the Duke 
of I^yf^CA» fof 9(pfvamg M €OUKt in fuch an octraordi- 
Wiry time of joy with a mourniag coach : ** O» Sir 
(fays BelviUe), the bravery of your brother's coach may 
«iHsufe the meanneiSi ef mine» iince he facaronred all the 
H^id I had to equ^ himfelf for this triumphant feafon.'' 
IHàfi I. ym tdd by one that was pnefitnt» and heard the 
wonds ; and the oecafian of them alio he wa» not igno» 
nmt of» which wa» this ; 

Moafieur Belvflle being a gentleman of a noble family» 
as4 one whofe emineut viftiies. and fenrices might have 
eaftkkd iim to fi^me* foknUe digmiy» b^ being low in 
hk fortune» wa» not regmrded or taken notice of ». till he 
aiddiciTed hi»£drto tW D«b$.!9ÌtXMymt »> wfao^ «^ 
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receipt of fifteen hundired crownsy promtfed litni to màkt 
him Cavalier of tbe Order of the Holy Ghoft, a digmtf 
next to that of the Peers of the Realm, and trhich k m 
£nr ftep to it. Bnt, inftead of performiiig hi« ptomifc^ 
after he had got bis monayy he, by uadethttftd pmdlcet, 
procured him to be bamfli^d the court; neither diAhe ei^er 
come near it til th» marriage aforefaid was taken m hand, 
at winch time' his Judier dying at Bonrdeaux, and being 
there alfo bmied, he, by the mediation of fome fHend» 
procmred a repeal of his. banìfliment, that he might hare 
an opportunity of making «he king letifible of the èakc'i 
injufticc. Bat it to^ not the defired dkA ; for he was, 
upon t)u>fe wonts immediatdy impri^ed, whdre he 
ibon after died of gnef. Thvts is opprelfion, mnrder, 
and violence countenanced by authority among thefe itt« 
adds. 

Bat tfaon, Sage Interpreter of our Law, and Patron 
of Viitue, voficiifa& me thy'coiuiicl, that I may learn not 
to be eorropted by oonverfiAg iwkh thefe ttneifcume¥ed. 

Paris, lath of the ^th Moon, of the Year 164a. 



XXII. — Té the Mofi THufirtout VisiER AzEM, at the 
Porte. 

1 HE enemies of thè Ottoman intereft, ever fince the 
time that our kte Tnvincihle Suhan Amuràth had caufed 
his uncle Muftapha to be ftran^ed, Diittered themfelves 
with the vain hopes of feeing that royal line ex tin ft, it 
hcmg blazed adbroad in all the courts of Chrrftendom, that 
Saltan Amurath, by exceifive ufc of wine, had quite e- 
nervated his natural rfgonr, and rendered himfclf incap- 
able of getting any more children. And the private 
charge which he gare to the Baflas and Grandees of the 

c a 
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EmptrCy that in cafe he died ifluclefs, they ftiould tranf^ 
late the imperial diadem to the Tartar, was no fccrct 
here. Every body looked upon our prefent happy fo- 
wreign, Saltan Ibrahim, as a man dc%ned for a facri- 
fice to his brother's hatred, and that he would not long 
furvive tbe fate ^f his unck Muftapha. 

I have heard a gr?ive and experienced ftatefbian fay, 
that he hoped to fee the Ottoman empire (after the death 
of Amurath) rent into as. many and fatal divifions by the 
ambitious beglerbegs, baflas, and other governors of pro- 
vinces, as the empire of Alexander the Great was by the 
commanders of^ his army after his death, who (bared it 
among themfelves, and cantonized it into as many prin* 
cipalities as there were captains to make preteniions, ei*- 
ther by merit or the fword. 

But praife be to G^mI, Lord of the Univerfcj the So- 
^a%ig^ Protestor of the empire eftabliihed by his own 
hands, the hopes of the Infidds are defeated ; Ottomaa- 
is not left without an heir to £it upon the throne, an. heir 
of his blood, as well as of his empire. 

The birth of Sultan Mahomet is no fmall news to Eu- 
n^, after it had been generally reported, that his father 
Sultan Ibrahim was impotent. The ladies of the court- 
here begin to entertain a better opinion of him, and the 
grandees frame more mafcuhne ideas of our glorious mo- 
narch. • 

God augment the Imperial offspring, and perpetuate 
the Ottoman fway, till the day of the balance. 

I bow my forehead to the carpets whereon thou tread- 
eil, and kifs the hem of thy rich veft. God increafetthy 
graces and felicities. 

Paris, lath of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1642. 
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XXIII.— To the fame. 

It is not lawful for a ilaTC to pry into the a^ons of his 
foverdgn lord, much lefs to cenfurc his conduÀ with 
hc^efs ; bat mi^nrable ia that prince» who, amongft all 
his pretended friends and fei-vaats» has none foi faithful 
and difcreet as to warn isks^ of dangers which are ready 
to devour him.^ 

I cannot but highly applaud the feverity of thy juftice 
in taking away the life of that Perfian traitor lafk year, 
who» by his aocurfed infinuations and example, haftened 
the death of our* late viftorious fovereign Sultan Amu- 
rath, upon whom be the mercies of God. 

That heretic, though an emir, of the race of our Holy 
Prophet, and adorned with the immarcelfible colour 
which is appropriated to fandity and virtue, yet refrain* 
cd'not from idolatry, being a daily votary to Bacchus. 
He it was who firll taught the unfortunate fultan to drink 
wine, which he afterwards prd^ifed to that excefs as be* 
trayed him to ma&y inconveniencies» and at laft to death 
itfelf. 

But fuiF«r me to aik thee why thou doft not aUb take 
^n equal revenge on Muftapha Bafia, who was as guilty- 
as the Periian, being not only a companion, but a zeal- 
ous promoter of the royal debauches \ It was he who 
firfl propofed that fatal match of drinking which cail the, 
fultan into a mortal fever, of which he di^d in le£s than a 
week. 

, I fhould not prefume to fay thefe things to thee, nor 
to call pafi mifcarriages to remembrance, were I not cer- 
tainly informed, that the fame Muilapha is pradiling his 
old trade with the prefent Sultan Ibrahim, endeavouring 
to enervate the royal blood, and withdraw the fultan from 
thcjuft obfervance of our holy law, to the. impious pro- 

C3 
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£aiiation$ of the Infidels. I am commanded to give btel- 
li^ence of all important afiFairs to thee and the other great 
minifters of ftate : I thought none ausre weighty than 
that winch re^rds the life of my ibverecgo. 

I have done ray dnty ; I kave the procefs to tiiec, who 
art the oracle of gavenioieiiC 

God c^re^ thy feet m the path of judice, which witt 
affuredly.lead thee to the gardens of Eden* where thou 
iiail enjoy eternal isepo£B and fopreme fdidty, 

Taris, 1 5th of the ^th Moon, of the Year 1642. 



XXIV. — To the r'enerahte Mufti, Prince of the Reltgion 
of the Turks. 

1 RBCSiTED the difpatch of thy faoékky, wherein thoQ 
haift rena¥art:cd my foul» and rcftored me to a ^cmnd coo* 
&ftsenee of fpirìt. My doubts are vanHheil ; I am no lo0g« 
CF racked with tortmiag icimples about my coiuiuét ; thy 
abfokit>io& ha» oblitcrattd the featciiee my fears had pro* 
nounced upon me. 

• As to the peimnce thoa haft, enjoined me, it n mtion- 
al, and adapted to the qtradity of my crioM* I have<:oan« 
terleited a Chnftiftn» that I might the better perfcMin the 
dtity of a Mufltilman r I have fecmed devoutly attentive 
to the Roman Miflkly that I might be inftrumental to 
propagate the Aleoran '^ and for this religtou» fien^t, thou 
required that I (hould inform thee how the Chnilian» be- 
have thcmfclves in their temples, where I have been fo 
often a fpcAator of their ceremonies. I fubmit wMi an 
abfohite rcfignation and a wffling compliance to thy ve- 
nerable injuiiélion, and wiU briefly relate what I have ob« 
fervcd. 
Thefe infidels fccm to be ambitions of imitating rfie 
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iKMkfikd ràipoùf and jwt they prove but bad amakt ; 
for ai we are tattght to wa(h our bodies befon w6 cAter 
the facred mofquei» fo they, at the entniKSc of tbi^ 
cborchet » dip their fingers ia certain yefleU fiflcd with 
water and fait» and fprinkle their forehead» therewith^ as 
thoagh their purity ky in a fwoon, and were thus to be 
recovered to Hfc again ; or, that the uncleanneis of their 
whole bodies were contraded into the face* They efteem 
the water holy» and yet they trifle with it as an indiffeiw 
ent thing; One would think they ihoold be deiirons to 
bathe themfdves all over, and let every pore in their Ada 
imbibe the fandified liquor $ bst they feem rather to ulè 
It aé a cbarm ;. for after they have fptbilded a few drapa 
on their focet, and amittered to themfehes two or three 
words» they think they hav« ehaied aQ impority from 
them in a fright, and boldly preiitnt them£dvc» before 
the altars. Herein alfo chtfy deviat« from the pn£dte of 
former Chriftians» who (if their own church hiftories be 
ttoe) were accuftomed to wafh their arms and feet in eetv 
tain ciftems before they entered the templed» whereof the 
fountains and lavatories remaining yet on the -fonth fide 
of the holy and magnificent mofque of Sanda Sophia at 
Conftantinople are a ftandiog tefthnony ) for the Greek 
inlcriptions fhùW that fome of them at kaft were contriv. 
ed by the builders of ^s glorious temple in the time oi 
juftiman the emperor, for the purification of fuch as 
eame thither to worfhip ; by which it is manifeft thi^ 
thefe modem infidels degenerate from thofe more anctefit 
ones. 

Another thing offends me alfo, which ii this : The^ 
beUeve the Divinity is preient in their temples after a pe« 
euliar and extraordirtary manner, and yet they fuflfer éogs 
to proline them with their vilefl excrements : They fpaft 
for no coil to adorn their churches, and their, ^ata òtt 

C4 
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enriched with invaluable treafures of filver, gold, and pre- 
cious ftones, and yet, after all, they muil become the re- 
•ceptades of the dung of fordid animals. 

Thefe wicked wretches alfo walk up and down in thefe 
facred places, talking of their common affairs, as though 
they were on the Exchange or in the market-place. 

But that which is to be had in ^reatefl abomination 
is, that it is common, for men to make love to the women 
in churches. They prefent' themfelves before the altars, 
but the faint whom they invocate is fome beautiful fe- 
rmale. She engrofles all their devotions, to her they make 
their vows. The amorous youth adores his miftrefs that 
kneels by him, laden, perhaps, with more fins than him» 
felf. His eyes may be fixed on the altar, or on the pic- 
tures and images, but his tongue addreffes to the more 
charming idol near him j or, if his eye» are attentive on 
his prayer-book, he teaches it "to fpeak nothing but the 
foft and effeminate things of love. Thus affignations of 
luil are made in the houfe of prayer, and the affairs of 
Cupid managed under the ma(k of religion. They fight 
the battles of Venus under the banner pf their God. 

I tell thee, venerable interpreter of the divine law, that 
the fight of thefe things has fometimes inflamed my zeal 
to that height, as, had it not been for an earneft defire 
' to do fome extraordinary fervice to the Grand Signior 
( which obliged me to take care of myfelf ), I ihould cer- 
tainly have transfixed thefe profane mockers of God on 
^he fpot, and facrificed them to a zeal, which thou, who 
art piety itfelf, wouldft not, I believe, reprehend. 
. I fold myjnrms, mod venerable fovereign of religion, 
and wrapping myfelf in profound humility, I fall pro- 
ftrate to the earth, begging thy effe6luaÌ blelfing and in- 
tcrceffioD, that I may be admitted into the number of the 
happy in paradife. 

Pari3, 26th of the 9th M«jon, of the Year i54a. 
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XXV. — To the VisiER A21M, Prime DireBor of the Af^ 
fairs of the Ottoman Empire, 

JL HI notices I have of the prefent date of England, lu 
compliance with thy commands, are not gained without 
fome difficulty. It is not eafy for a man that fits in his 
chamber in Paris to pry into the cabinets of foreign 
courts ; yet 1 will communicate to tliee fome intelligences 
which thou couldft not learn from the Englifti ambaiTa- 
dor at the Porte, nor from all the travellers of that na- 
tion refiding at Conftantinople, Smyrna, and Aleppo. 
. There is a Jew whom they call De Lopez, a confidant 
and emiflary of Cardinal Richlicu, whom he employs both 
at home and abroad in feveral private negotiations and in- 
trigues. I have infinuated into this n»an's familiarity, and 
(.if I may fo ftcprefs it) I have ri vetted myfclf into his 
heart. He treats me with an aiurance. void of jealoufy ; 
and there is no feeding or angle ia his bread whidi I do 
not ealily penetrate, I make ufe of him as an optic„ 
through which I peep into the cardinal's fecrets, and as 
a mirror, in which I behold the true face of many di£« 
gulfed affairs tranfa£led in the, remoteft corners of Eu- 
cope, there being hardly any thing of moment done in 
the courts of Chriftian princes wherein the cardinal has 
not a finger. He feems to be the genius or foul of Chrif» 
tendom, communicating motion, a£livity and heat, to all 
' the grand intrigues now on foot in thefe weftern parts o£ 
the world. ^ 

The commotions of England feem to be. a complicated 
diftemper of the.flatè, arifing from feveral caufes, drawn 
to a head by the dexterous artifice of this bufy fpirit» 
The prefent king of that iiland came to the^ crown; with 
so (mall difadvantages, his father having . exhaufted the 
tKafury> and left him deeply in debt. He had ^o fmall^ 
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number ^of the Uood^royal io maintami wbicb kìsé ò^ 
charges, thou kaoweftf our glorious fultans, though they 
be mailers of infinite riches, endeavour to avoid, by mar-^ 
rying^ their daughters- and nieces, whilft yet mfsAts, to 
fbffle of the ntoft potent and wealthy bafias, that fo their 
port may be kept up vrithout burdemng the royal co&- 
ifers. But thc^ infidel Princes arc wanting in this frugal 
proW<kncc. In the r«gn of King James (this king^s Ei- 
ther) England lay at cafe, (luiribering in the downy bed 
of peace ; (he wallowed in pleafures, and had no other 
nnhapptnefe but in being too happy. Her affluence an^ 
idlencfs affc<ftcd the. ftate with a plethory. The public 
health cannot be long coaferved without the moderate 
èxerctfc of war. Charles, after the death of the old kkg, 
being eftablifhed in the throne, committed ihe af&irs o^ 
ftate to the management of his minifters, never examia- 
ÌDg bis treafury, nor caSfng to an account his officers^ 
but indulged himfeM in the pteaftires moft agreealndi? to- 
kis youthful genius. He hunted in the fbrefts, whiift the 
grandees^ whom he intruded with his revemies' and the 
public condtté^, had another game to purfue, poftpooing 
their mafter's intereft and that of the natiou to their owoi 
private avarice. The fevourice- minifter held a fecret cqv^ 
re^ondence with Cardinal Riehlieu^ and by this- meaiie 
ite court was filled with French penfioners, countenanceil 
àlib by the authority o( the c|[tiee% who was the. daugh- 
ter of France. 

It had been before agreed in the articles of the mar* 
riage^ that the Queen of £ng6md fltotild hsffc a- prefixed 
mimber of French fervanCs ; but they, not conteni witfc 
thctrdomcilic employments and» attendance on her per- 
Ibn, fbitght the management of that e&te which Kmg 
QiarFes had ktdcù on hef as a dowvy. This- woiM hf 
to zncanv agcec widi Ac conaitoddin^ of ^ SitgilB. 
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Thac ifland is a fittk world by idclf ; Mid the kluUu 
anttf booft of aft «riginal freedom of hkth^ whkh is not 
fo much as dreamed of in all the dominioDS of oot nvid^ 
cibie fultans. llioafh the Emf^ haTc Stftxtl tmmi 
been invaded and fubdned by the SazonSy Danetf ted 
Fteneh, yet it has been rather by comfaStikm than ttf 
tremity of war ; or, i£ k may be caHed a conqiieft, tho 
vfdors have been forced to yidd to the vanqMÌflirdf ,im 
affarìi^ them their ancisBit laws, pfivieges and cvftotesv 
There is no nation iar the woild more jeaWas of tbil theis 
pretended birfhright ; and therefore^ to amid all oeea* 
fions of gÌTÌng offi»ce to the nohks and genliy» the kingii 
pcscciriag the inlblent demands and casrii^ of the Freack 
eonrtiers» commanded them all, fsve a few «rtMtttre^ of 
the faTOurite dtthe, to depart tàé kingdom. This mud» 
difgnacd the ^fuscvfy and Cardcnal Riohlk» was glad.of' 
the oppoTinntty to incenfe the King of France* Levris 
was nettled at the afiront offered to his filler ; ye»f bf 
the dexterity of the Marefchal Baflbropisive» his ambaff 
Mor at the Engtifli courty things Were i» » way of ae« 
commodallon^ whdn 9SI was qocffbed by the M»*rf whad;^ 
the French made of feveral £nghfii Atifto ^ and £01 a^ was 
commeaocdy far move §a^ in it» codTcqudnectf to Engj 
kttd dtan to France, 

llie King of £«gkndl, rolled fiwm tie j^ea&Ms a»d 
divertifcmeots by the preparations of his potcitt neigh* 
bom', began to look about him» and confnlt the p«blie 
iafety ; but when he a aatoined his tmainsy, he fbond il 
empty,. Or at leafti 2ib a ves^ low ebbv t 

Behcdd here, fupreme ballila a ftroke of deftiny, a eoa» 
ennreaee of cau^» fieemifig remote and fimdl in their firft 
appearance, but ùi thcik proceft uniling and intoning: 
that kingdom in ruin*. 

OwHes eould pot essFp o» » war with Fnùrioe witbour 

c& 
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afkiog aid of the Sovereign Divan (which they call the 
parliament) of that nation. It is a feoate compofed of 
«bore feven hundred of theaiobihty and gentry of th« 
land. Thefe have the power to make iaws^ raife taxes, 
and redrefs the grievances of the kingdom. It was an 
ill feafon to àik the aififtance of his fobjeds, who had aU 
ready conccived an averfion for the royal dignity. How- 
€vcr> a mighty fleet was ordered to be riggtd and man- 
ned ottt. Cardinal Richlieu from afar beheld the ap- 
proaching ftorm, and knew not how to divert it from 
fsdling on France, bat by corropting the Englifk favour- 
ite. De Lopez, from whom I received this intelligence» 
was '-employed' jn the 'affair ; he. was fent to London, 
^hich is th« metropdis of England, and the pla^e where 
the kiiig ufually keeps hk court. It was an expenfive 
Ikegótiatìon, and coft the cardinal forty thoufand dollars, 
whidi is • equivalcftt to three millions and two hundred 
thoufand of our afpers. With this vaft bribe he profe- 
lyted^the fevonriti^ duke tothe interefl: of France. The 
Ettglffli navy cittfifted of an hundred and fifty fail, hav- 
ing aKb t^*etve thoufand landmen on board. It -was a- 
greéd between* them, that the EngKih minifter fhould 
]ilt)ciire'hknfelfta^ made admiral of thefe marine for- 
ces. His indulgent maftcr could deny «nothing to the 
man whom hfe had entrufted with the fway of the govern- 
ment/ -Now ;thé King of Prance might Jleep at quiet, 
fince the ÌEnglìftì (hips failed with a French wind. They 
knded lipoti the ifland of Ree ; but their aétions were al- 
together theatrical, a mere fhow of war, without any 
real cxecutionj the Engiifh -general ihanifeftly omitting 
the^ proper methods and favourable opportunities of win- 
liifig^hat i^and, his condu6): fpeaking as if he came there 
rather to compliment than to fight. » 

■ . Thefettlmi^ made a harlh fotuiid m England, and the 
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nobles refented ill the double-dealing of the duke of Buck* 
ingbam (fp was the EagUih geaend called). la £ney the 
bad fuccefs of their forces» the expences they h^ been 
at, and the difgrace they fufiered in this war (foar^and- 
forty of their colours being carried to Paris, and hung 
up in the chief temple of this city as trophies of the 
French vidory), incenfed the generahty of the Englilh 
nation againft the. king and the government ; tliey began 
to accufe liim in their cabals of nud-adminifti-ation, and 
the favourite duke was a while after (tabbed by a niffiaiu 
whom the nuJcontents had hired to execute th<r*ir revenge. 

The afFe£iions of the Engliih appeared every day more 
and more alienated from the king, ; and Cardinal Rich* 
{jeu had there his agents, who were not wanting to fo» 
ment the public diicontcnts, and, by divers artifices to 
draw the credulous people into fadions. The French 
penfioners wereindruéked to deport tbemfelves in a man- 
ner every way ofifenfive to the nation. Black and threat- 
ening clouds feemed to hang over the court of England, 
exhaled from the ill blood of the fubjetìs. The 'royal 
dignity went retrograde, and all things tended to obfcure 
the luftre of the crown ; yet there paiTcd fome years be- 
fore things came to extremities, and matters, though ri- 
pened, yet were not brought to an open rupture till Scot- 
land lanced t^ie fore. 

TJiis nation is fubjeót to the crown of England, and 
makes one 'half of the ifland of Great Britain. They are 
a warlike people, patient of labour, accuftomed to the 
rigour of an extreme, cold climate, great travdlers, fubtlc, 
proud and inconilant. 

After that which fome call Herefy, others a Reforma- 
tion, liad begun to aliienate many kingdoms and provinces 
from the Rpman church, the Scots, greedy of novelties, 
and fpuued OQ by the an^bJyUQUa pretexts^of o^q. of thei^ 
3 
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grander, wlio, under the mafie of rcHgion, feught tbe 
crown, introduced innotation* kto their ckurch« They 
fhook off at once ali thck obedience to the Pope, and fct 
ìip fuch a form of reiìgioas difciplme as was akogetber 
antlmonarchlcal ; and their preachers ceaied not to inftit 
into the hearts of the people democtflif ie principles. Thas 
continued alfairs, till King Charles, not infenfiUe of thefe 
things, and willing to new-model that ehnrch, they took 
up arms againii him, knowing that he wonld not be able 
to ^aife force» to chaftife them, without catiing a parKa- 
Hient. The j^diament of England was at that time ftill 
of Scotttfl) profelytes^ men of feditfous and turbulent prin- 
ciple» ; fo that the kl.':>g was- like to find but little hiveur 
among them. However, by the afiliiance of fonfie lo^al 
Bobles and gentlemen» he marche» into Scotland at the 
kead of a» army. No^ » Mow wa» ilnsck on either fide ;; 
but alf differences were compofed, and' hoAied up by a 
treaty. Yet, feon after, the Scot» entered into Englami 
with an army, being underhand inrited in by their parti» 
«an» m England^ The king is » fecond time fbf^ed to 
throw himfelf upon his pavìiasneaC for money ; but they» 
inftead of granting him any, felli to examining im poift 
condud, compfttining mìa defiring a' redrefs of Jbveral 
irregularities in his a^imdration'. There were thole 
who failed not to put in execution the defigns and in- 
ftruétion» of Cardimi RìeUie» ; he had his agents up 
and down the kiftgdtMn» who infinuated jcaléufie» ané 
Heart-burnings into the getitty and people of the kndv 
The king was reprefented every where as a tynmS, and 
all his aóUons were mifconiirued. 

Signìor Rofetti, the pope's auftde^at die Englifk 
coutt, befides his iaftrudioftS' from the Robwh' pontile 
held a- ftrié^ ioteHigeace with the cardinal; Bis bttfinela 
at this icemt wa» puUiclf to tbe foeen (wbo profcfiBd 
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an obedictkce to tbe fee of Rome), Hut pri^tely he wan 
ordered to negotiate as aceomnaodatiofa between the Ro- 
Oftan aad EnglUh el»icdKs« Cardinal Riehlieu thought 
to ftrike two marks with one blow» that is, to eaibitMii 
the ilaee of Eagjand, ani procure himiidf the greater 
eftcem with the Roman court. He a]4>ear» Tery sseakxia 
for the coBverfioa of England ; and in order to it, allows 
a c<mfiderablc penfion to Signior Rofetti ; inftrdéb'ng 
him withal» to fhew his ntmoft dexterity, in gaining the 
eouftiera and grandees of that nation to hia fide. 

He knew the genius of the Engli^, aud that there 
vat nothing fo offenfiv« to that natioft, as the papal 
power and religion.. Wherefore £)e Lopez was ordered 
i» pay Signien Rsifetti \sJk fuma of money» that ib there 
might be nothing wanting to prc^lyf e the courtser» ^ 
knowing that they would a^ iftfolently» and difguil the 
proteftants, and fa incre^ the public averfion for the 
regal authority. There was 2Ì£o anothcv agent ait the 
EagMi court» who was fccretary to Cardinal Batfbarini» 
a man no Isfs iadoiWiEius than the ether in. advaAcing the 
Roman intereft. He held » ftri^ corsei^poadcnce* with 
feme of the chief ininiiberBa efpecially with the principia 
Secretai^ of ftate. Whilft thefe wete dabg there ma£» 
' tcr's iH^Acfs at the oourt, there «ens ether» n^ lefa 
adive in the city» where ^ey endeavoured! to create » 
party» and rai£e faiétiona» inlkiuacing themfdvcs into the 
acquaintance of the moil eminent merchaots and alket 
citizens ; reprefenting tD' them the daagerowa confo* 
fences of Sigiiior «Rafetti'a. refidence aè the court ; 
glancing, at every thing which looked like a- fa2£r Aep 
m the king's eendùék 5 sdafmìeg tiiem; with, frars^ and 
apprehenfions of being fubjeéted to a foreiga power { 
and' afing all their arts^to nouidlh popular difl^isiaiiioii. 

The SoiMs abua. tlMiriiiae mid% aiiotky isc^^ 
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England, A parliament was called, but no good done. 
The king's neceffities made thenl grow high in their 
demands and carriage, and all things tended to a generai 
defeé^ion. 

A while after, the Iri(h revolted, and maiTacred above 
a hundred thoufaud Englifh. The king is accufed of 
being privy to it : Tumults are raifed, who, in a threat- 
ening manner, feemed to bcfiege the royal palaces, calling 
out for juftice ; not much unlike the fedition of our 
janizaries, when they are difpleafed with the conduf^ of 
our glorious fultans, or his prime minifters of ftate. 

In fine, the mifunderftandings between the king and 
the parliament grew to that height, as induced the king 
to withdraw fr^m the capital city, about the beginning- 
of this year ; and, in the following moon, he fent the* 
queen with her daughter into Holland, that they might 
pafs away the time in the court of the Prince of Orange,, 
until this ftorm was blown over. 

In the interim, the king fends letters to the parlia* 
ment, perfuading them to confult the public peace ; but 
dl was ta no purpofe ; they feize upon all the ftrong- 
holds and caftles they could; fo that when the king 
came to one of his garrifoned towns, the gates were (hut 
againft him, and he was denied- entrance by the go^ 
vernor. The parliament lifts an army, and the king fet- 
up his royal ftandard in the laft moon ; fmce which, 
there has been nothing of aftion between them, but th* 
armies are drawing near each other. 
; I will inform thee of all particulars as they come ta 
my knowledge. But the paeket-boats from the ifland 
come not fo frequently during the difturbances, as they- 
have done formerly. 

. I befeech the Creator of all things, to defend our in- 
inncible fdtan from ^e feditiQus practices «fhi^^fubje^s ; 
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and make thee inflnimental to eftabMfh and aggrandize 
the Ottoman empire. 

Paris, 29th of the 9th Moon, of the year 1642. 



,XXVL — To AuDEL Melec Mulv Omar, SupennSemU 
lent of the College of Sciences at Fe%. 

W HEN I write- to thee, it is with a refpeft equal to 
that which I pay to the emirs, the deficendantft of our 
Holy Prophet» fince thou art fprung from the noble 
ftem of the ancient Saracens ; the, blood of the celebrate 
ed Omar, fucccflbr to the Divine Lawgiver, Hreaming i» 
thy veins. 

I revere the banner carried into Egypt by thy re- 
Bowned progenitor, before which the Grecians fled afto- 
niihed, as at a fign fent from heaven of their approaching 
ruin. This facred piece of antiquity I have feen ar 
Medina, where it is reported in the chancel of the Ba» 
'byloaian Caliphs. I have honoured it with : a pious 
veneration ; but much greater is my regard to thee, who 
art a living relfc of that illuflrious houfe. 

Permit me, venerable fagc, to converfc .with thee a 
Httle, after the manner of a pupil ; with thee, I {ày^ who 
art a fountaui of fapience ; for, befides thy pcrfeA know- 
ledge of the divine law, thou art accompliihed with all 
human literature. 

There is a man in thefe parts, of a large foul and 
elevated fpccuktions, who ftifiy maintains, that the earth 
moves, and the fun Hands iUU. He is not the firft that 
broached this doéirìne, it has had feveral learned patrons, 
but he has highly improved the theory. . His reafons 
for it, have aliiioil the force of mathematical demonftra*' 
tions \ and nothing feems to oppofe himi but Ùm^ autho* 
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rity of Mofes, aild the Hcb#€w fcnpturesv Tb* Chnf;-^ 
tians will not approve of any philofophy whidi interferes 
with that which they call the Bible ; and yet their prac» 
tice givet a perpetual lie to the contents of that book. 
Suvetf there k ne cnry in the Deity ; mté he that is Cm* 
nifcienty will not puniih men for improving their know- 
ledge. The ft«dy of nature i» full of innocent delights,.' 
and he that gave to man an appetite of fcience» has not 
forbid him to gmtify it with its proper objtd^ Kor- 
ean I fee how this new phiblbphy contradids any nSMtf- 
than the bare letter of thdr biUe^ for I bane fead it m- 
(evetiallangita^s ;. and the Jews, who ace the gtmrdnoir 
of the original Hebrew, afiow a cabaliftieal kterprettu 
tion far different firom the literal : So does the Afabiaa 
prince and philufopher Avicen^ interpret thofe Teiiides^ 
ia oor HcHj Alcoran,, which treat of pahidife, hi ^ ft nfo 
hr more refined than the letter feema to import. Ia 
reading fuch myftcrions books, it k neeefiary to pra^Mft 
a kanwd chemiftry, to fuUmate the gm£i external; ftnifer 
of the woids, add to extraéi the fpirit and (bid of the 
difcourfe» 

That the fun is the centre of this our planetary worlds 
and that the earth, with the reft of the planets move 
round aitout it, is a tbefi» whiA keeps txzA toach wtch 
haman reafon, and ièems nataraliy to fquare with our in- 
tdle^nal factthies* It iieta all the wheels of tlu» great 
and wonderful machine, in a regular and proportionate 
qrcubdb». It gives the troeft account of the retro* 
giradc motions of the planeU. Ptolemy's fydem of th« 
wodd, feenis to romance upon* the fun, moon, and ftars^ 
in affigmng them hoariy (beh prodigious joumJe» through 
the heavens, as are fnconfiftent with the law^ of motion* 
And Tycho Brache was but a botcher, I» patching up 
the OIÒS with hi» eccentrics, eptcycles, &c. The ibrmef 
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keep» the £xcd flan in sui cndkff and oncoocettaUa 
hvrty ; and the latter niTohes the planets in a hcaTcnly 
perplexky. Both conae ht &ort of Copernicns, that 
excellent aftrononker, who» by placing the fun hi the 
cesue of the world, has folted all the i^peaiancet of 
Dature) wkh the moil exad analogy to trotlu Nor i# 
the argument taken, from cinr fienfe of any force, fince it 
invalidates the motion of the fan» as well as that of the 
eaith : Nay, it is more incongrruons, that the fan ihouid 
snore fo many hundred thoafind mflaa crery hour, and 
wt not petvehtf ban to ftir a haif*a hveadth at a titne* 
But I win not intrench farther on thy patieace» nor ran 
the rifle of a vert^o» by puifuiiig thè fvnft orbicnlar 
notions of Nature. It matters not mudi wliether the 
fun ftands ftdl» Ofr the earth» provided we rvn the race 
that k appointed us» fo as to gain the pnae. Yet 1 
wtU a& thy judgment on another poiDt»' which mea o£ 
high reaches have ftarted« 

There are fome learned men» who hff the moes and 
the reft of the planets are habitable as our globe is. For 
my part, to Tpeak freely, I could vrifh it were true, it ia 
a ifoctaUe doétrilR^. It hat made m^ flMkmeholy fome* 
times, when I have caft my eyea upwards, to thisk all 
thofe ample tracks in the firmament (hould be void of 
inhabitants, and yet fcarce a turf oì our dunghill eaath 
to be found without its domeftics. It is demonftnble 
to the eye, that the moon is an opake body like thia 
globe whereon we tread, having no ofthcr light hut what 
it borrows fro» the fua. Where is the hcrefy thtn m 
fi^ppofing that it ia createsd for a hke nfe ? I hope the 
iacred empire of the asuffalntaas will not iiain itfelf with 
fttch a bartiarous muindev» as was eommittcd on Vigizaa, 
a certain GhrilUan btfliep^ vi^ waa burat by the dearer 
of the Rosiaa chuidi, for afferting the aatipodes ; a 
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truth which all nations arc now fenfible .of, fince the im- 
provement of navigation and traffic. And yèt Galilaeui 
bad like to have undergone the fame Sentence at Rome, 
within thefe .ten years, for maintaining the earth's mO' 
tion, and that the fun is the fixed centre of the world ; 
nothing but his . recantation being fufficieiit to have 
iaved him. Such fe verities choke the growth of learn- 
ingy and ftop the progrefs which would otherwife be 
made in arts and fciences. Happy are the ftudents that 
.Uv€ under thy aufpicious patroimge, ia that firuitfal fe- 
minary of philofophers, where the myileries of God and 
Nature are taught, free from the profane licentioufnefs 
of the ancient pagans, or the fuperftitious rigours of 
modem infidels. 

• I pray the Sovereign Intelligence not to withdraw 
j&om thee his divine influence, nor reftrain the flood of 
light that has been let loofe on thy foul ; but that thou 
mayefl overflow like Nilus, and enlighten not only Afric, 
but the whole world with fomc new difcovcry. 

Paris, apth of the 9th Moon, of the yeal: 164*. 



XXVII.— To Cara Haly> the Phyftctan, at Conjlan- 
tinople, 

■X HZ Weflern philofophcrs, efpccially thofe who follow 
the femiments of Monfieur Des Cartes, maintain, that 
the fouls of all living creatures, except men, are material 
and mortal ; that a beaft is but a machine, like a watch 
or clock, not aékuated or informed by any fpirit difliinft 
from the body, but moved to the performance of all na- 
tural aélions by a mere corporeal mechanifm, fet on 
work by various impulfes from external objeds. 
i\ In this they oppofe Ariftotle, and all the (ages of the 



£9(1 : and thou knowefttliat òctr Arabian doéiors are 
of a coiKiary opinion^ who afcribè reafon, dtfcoiirfe, and 
immortalityi to the fouk of beafls, as well as to thofe of 
men ; having affigned particular apartments for Elboracb» 
the beaft which carried our Holy Prophet from Mecca 
to Jerufalem ; for the ram which Abraham facrificed in- 
stead of his fon Ifaac ; for the cow of Mofes, the pifmire 
of Solomon, the whale which faved Jonas, the raven 
which fed Elijah, the afs which rebuked Balaam, and in 
general, for all the camels which have the honour to 
cany the Sacred Alcoran to Mecca. 

I will fufpend my belief of their being entertained in 
paradife, until I fhall have the happtnefs to fee them < 
there ; but I cannot however acqukfce to the opinions 
of thefe modem philofophers, who afiert their fouls to 
be mere matter. The bodies both of men and beafts, I 
own, perform all motions by mechanic rules ; but that 
mecham'fin is guided by a higher principle than the for- 
tuitous impulfe of external agents, in beafts as well as 
men. 

All animals feem to me to be endued with a faculty, 
w^ich if it may not be called reafon, yet is fomething ana- 
logous to it, for which we want a proper jiame ; and of 
this mind were Epapedocles, Pythagoras, Plotinus, arid 
Porphyry, with many other ancient fagcs : Though this 
faculty is more eminently confpicupus in Ibme kinds of 
beads than in others. 

I cannot but admire the regular architecture of bees, 
their induflry and politic economy, vying with the mo& 
excellent form and admiuiftraticn of goverflmeat among 
men. It is with no lefs pleafure I behold the f^ider^^ 
when with exquiiite art fhe builds h«r little filken palace,, 
and lays her fine- wrougl^t , trains to catch the unwary Ay. 
It is e<j|^ually. pleafant and diverting to obferve the con;*! 
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énEt of ^e pifioùres, their prudent forecaft $ how they 
tnidge up and Aram a& the {uauner, to lay up a f uiicient 
ftock of proTcadcr for the barren wHM^r. There is no 
kind of bird, four footed bead» or fifh, whidi does not 
confute this Cartefiaii hypothefis. 

It is credibly reported by Porphyry, that in the Eaft 
Indies there is a beaft which they call a bysena, which 
approaching near the villages, will imitate a man^s voice» 
and calling the inhabitants by their names ; if they come 
out of their houfies, it will feize on the firft that comes 
to liand, and devour hinu The dog, the ape, the ek- 
phant, with many other four footed bcaftf, afford us 
manifefb fpecimens of reafon, or £bniediing very like it. 

Who has not heard of the love which dolphins bear to 
men ? PUiiy a^ktcs a pretty ftory of a dolphin that fre- 
quented the lake Luctinua in Italy, and being often fed 
from the fhore by a certain fchool4K>y, grew at length 
(o finxdliar as to come at a call. Wc làùi read of ano* 
ther» who took the mufician Arion on his back (wheit 
caft inù> the fea by cruel failors) and carried him fafe t» 
0iore. 

Canalithefe anions procoed from mere matter? lit 
aiy (^nion, it is as esEfy to defend, that human nature 
itfdf ia but noatter fo and fo modified ; and that all the 
bufile men keep in the world, is but the effeél of a better 
compoikioR of body, the refult of a more perfe^ and 
refined machine. 

I eafily agree, that we far «eel the other Krrng crea- 
tures in all the operations of our fouls, and cxerctfes of 
our reafon : Yet we have our defeéls as wefl as they ; 
and this I efteem as one of the greateft, to deity them 
any (hare in reafen, who fo far tncé. us in ienfc. 

It is a eulpaUe pride atid envy in men, thus to blaib 
the reputation of their animal kiadred, from ithick vices 
I know thou ait free. 



Bdok L ▲ trr at fakis* jt 

God that has made ufe of the tongjue of a fiHy afs to 
reprore the folly of a wife man in his own conceit, 
ilknninate our underftandings in the mjfteries of his law. 

Paris, 34th of the loth Moon, of the year 1^49. 



XXVIII— 30 Hassein Bassa. 

A nr commands I receive as marks of thy efteem and 
good wffl, which I delire may be perpetual. Thou haft 
an eminent filare in the favour of our augufb emperor ; 
sad I fhaH ftudy to merit thy proteAion, by all the 
dutKu! offices that Iban be expetì:cd from a flave in my 
flattòn. 

There is nothing fo much conduces to ciflabh'fh a per- 
iiiaDent f rtendlhip, as a right underftanding. The fouls 
of friends are firft warped by mifapprehenfions. I would 
not have thee think of me, as I do of myfelf ; that 
would prompt thee to contempt ; nor, as the French do, 
who take me for Titus of Moldavia ; but look upon me, 
whatever imy failings are, as a man that values and prac* 
tifes the incofTopt fidelity of the firft ages. I abhor 
tmachery, and, ^ that reafon, am often forced to make 
an officious lie : Yet I do not proftrtute my confdence, 
having th« Mufti's di(penfation. 'Whenever it (hall be 
totd thee, that Mahmut degenerates, fufped the flander* 
er ;'perfiap» he would fupplant me. I am not fond of 
my commiffion, but I dread to lofe the fultan^s favour : 
Whofoever deprives me of that robs me of my honour, 
which is dearer to me than my Hfe. 

By what 1 have feid, thou wilt perceive, that I am 
not ignorant of the ill offices which Ikingi Cap^-Oglani 
has done me. The man afpires, and is envious : Were 
I.in his poft, I wotdd not exchanfb the hoaour and feli* 
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city of educating the royal pages of the feraglio, for an 
employment attended with infinite hazards, and no lefs 
trouble, as is that of Malimut. If he be ej^pert in the 
French tongue, there are thofe that excel him ; and lan- 
guage is but the fhell of more fubftantial accomplifh- 
ments. Every linguid is not fit to be employed in the 
fecrets of ftate ; neither are all pedagogues politicians. 

I am ftartled at the ambition of a man, who becaufe 
he has ftudied at Athens, thinks himfelf worthy of the 
confidences of the myfterious Porte, which arbitrates the 
fate of all the kingdoms in the world. If this be not his 
aim, why does he daily traduce me ? Why does he paiqt 
me to the miniflers of the Divan, in black and odious 
colours, perfuading them it is my natural complexion ? 
He is not content with the calumnies Ixe himfelf throws 
on me, but has corrupted Solyman my coufin, and has 
hired him to mifreprefent me to the - Kaimacham ; and 
that he might be fure to llrike home, he has drawn to 
his party Shaihim Iflham the black eunuch. 

I fent Solyman a letter laft year full of. reproofs, not 
knowing who had fet him, at work : I hope it had fome 
good effedl on him, though late. It is from him I re- 
ceived this intelligence. He feems to repent of his 
malice, telling me, that this Ikingi Cap'-Oglani, had fo 
artificially poflefTed him with a belief of my perfidioufr 
nefs, that he thought he did good fervicc to God and 
the Grand Signior to rail at me ; but that the Klai- 
macham had afterwards convinced^ him of my innocence. 
This was the fubftance of his letter, and he concludes it 
with begging my pardon. 

I tell thee, illuftrious bafla, that^ though the wounds 
which are given by the tongue of a ilandercr,. be deeper 
than thofe which arc given by the fwprd, and I cjo^ld 
fooner pardon him >^ fought manfnlly to take jfwgy 
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my life, %h^n he whìeh bafely murders my good name ; 
yet I attnbute my kmfman's fault to youthfid error, 
and a loyal mlftake ; apd I love him the better, for 
hating any one that he could imagine would prove un- 
faithful, and a trakor to God and the Grand Signior. 

May the benign heavens hlefs thee with their good in^ 
fluenceSf and profper thee in all things. 

Pari*, I ft of (he nth Moon, of the year 1642. 



XXIX.-v-7o SoLYMAN ^ Cotffifif at Confiantinople» 

JL HY apology 18 rational and modeft, and I am glad.to 
be thus happily deceived. Thou feeft the Kalmacham, 
ijirith the otb^r minifiers of the Porte, have too good an 
opinion of me to liilen to the infinuations of deiiga- 
ing men ; and Ikingi Cap'-Oglani was out of bis bias 
when he d^f^med the loyal Mahmut ; and the black 
eunuch had better been watching the ladie^, than wound<. 
ing my reputation with his envenomed tongue. I wifh 
thee hereafter to avoid all company that profefs a kind« 
nefs to thee, which thou mayeH but fo much as fufpe^ 
to be forced. 

Thou afkefl my counfel how to conduél thyfelf to- 
ward thy firfl; wife, of whom thou fpeakefl both well and 
ilL Thou believed her faithful and chafte ; thou knowefl 
her to be induilrious and careful of the family ; good na« 
^tured, ficxible and obliging ; but thou accufeU her of a 
violent and haughty fpuit, fiercely palfionate, and of a 
provoking tongue. She daily and hourly reflefts upoi^ 
thy mifcarriages ; will play the fchoohniftrefs with thee, 
pretending to correa:, reprove, inftruft, and guide thee 
in all thy adions. In fine, thou complaineft that thou 
€9sA opt enjoy tran<|uillity with iKr» 

Vol IL o 
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I tell thee> klofmariy thou fhouldeft have applied thy* 
lelf to the imàums and dervifes in this cafe ; or, at leaft^ 
to fuch as have had experience of a married life. Their 
fentence would be more authentic than what thou canfl 
cxpeé^ from me. But iince thou haft made choice of 
my counfely I will give thee the beft I can. 

Thou wilty'in my opinion, find it difficult to be happy, 
with or without this woman. She is given thee by fate, 
to poife the b|lance of thy life ; that neither too much 
eafe nor pain, excefs of joy or grief, fhould turn the 
. doubtful fcales of fenfe, and make thee either fwim in 
floods of pleafure uncontrouled, or fink in the mire of 
baneful grief and melancholy. 

The chafte fidelity which thou believeft her endued 
whh, cannot be valued at too high a rate. It is a virtue- 
which renders woman adorable. Likewife, her diligence 
and care, her refpeft and devoir, her eafy temper and 
good nature, are qualities which cannot but charm thee. 
Shouldeft thou deal unkindly by her, thy generous foul 
would regret it the next moment. Nay, fhouldeft thou 
take the common courfe, and difmifs her with a bill of 
divorce, according to the law, thou wouldeft repent the 
deed within twice four-and-twenty hours. 

And yet, I muft confefs, it is hard to be confined to 
a fierce woman's tongue, to bear reproaches and contu- 
melies, contempts and defiances, leélures, and other fe- 
male difcipline. Who that's a man can brook fuch 
flavery ? Who that has but a fpark of fire within this 
hulk of clay, can ftoop to fuch ignoble and unntanly 
foftnefs ? I cannot connfel thee to fuch an abje6l tame- 
nefs of fpirit. Man is lord of all his fellow-creatures ; 
the fierceft beafts fùbmit to his imperial fway : Woman 
alone, ambitious woman, difputes the government with 
him. But, it is his right; and he difowns both God 
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aod Nature» who refigns it to that afptrnig fex. Yet» 
iffe thy power moderately ; keep the golden mein. B^ 
DOt furly and rough as a bear, nor yet effeminate and 
without gaily as a ddve; But» if thou findeft it impoffifolè 
to keep her within the bounds of due fubjeélion, put her 
away, and fo preferye thy peace. The company of thy 
other wives will foon efiace her loved idea» and fweeten 
thy lofs with a theufand new pleafiuxs* But» If they 
(hould folk)w her ileps» inheriting herfpirittand torment» 
ing thee with killing words, divorce them all. I woul<Ì 
counfel the^ to take fuccelfively five hundred wives rather 
than make thy life miferable» by too much love and it^ 
dulgence to one that knows not how to ufe thy favours*' 
. But» before thou beginneil to put in execution this 
idvice, try all the fair and gentle methods thy wit can 
iiiggeft» to win her to a fenfe of her fault» and a change 
ff her temper ;' for» be affured» that it will be of left 
pain to thee» to have an eye plucked out of thy head» 
than to tear from thy heart the firft obje<5l of thy love. 

In this, and all things elfe» have an efpecial regard to thy 
confcieace» and to the obferving angel» who writes down 
all thy aélions in a book.^ Do nothing which may 
merit the chaftifement of the two black angels, who (haft 
vifit thee in thy grave. He who deals- unjuftly and 
cruelly by women on earth, (hall be deprived of tht 
felicities which our holy^ Prophet has promifed us, in the 
company of that beautiful fex in paradife. 

I^eep the law, and thou wilt have thy fill of love» botk 
here» and in the blifsful bowers of £den« 

Paris, xft of the xith Moon, of the Year 1642. 
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'XXX. — To the Kaimacham* 

X :Hf furrem^cr of F«rpIgQMI %P i)ie,Frexu:li> ftartlcs the 
m^ìAi A.pb^e ifìc^pvgnabk by ^cms» and. not to b^ 
fCfiuced but by f^piine. Squ^ that pretend to pcactratt 
"inlp fpneign fccfwtfi lay tt^ Ukin^ on the Duke 4-011* 
W^rca, Tfeey .%» that when tljye ^ing of Sp^n firft 
^Hfd th^t JUew}8.bid £ege to this is^rtant place» he 
«9r(p)^<have goiK 19 pi^OA (p its relief, but that the duke 
^ip4«r€0 his it^gfìy &.iu*Ì9g left his pw^ mlfcarriitges 
A^l^d |9J^ wjpd» when the king was got pn the frontiera ; 
mtiÌPsih^jMy^ :pyt a (top to the levies that were making 
ifi i^rir^goi^ and CfM^ile, iand. damped the courage of thofe 
whp iWier? |i%ally in arms. 

Wh^t^r this was the efieA or no, it is certain, the 
Puke ■ d'Oiiv^res had fufficient reafon to be confcioust 
knowing, that the grandees of Spain watched far an op- 
psfrpi.nf^Y ^^ difladgehim from the king's breafL But it 
is j^jàgf, that he Aiould at fuch a time negledi any 
^hijig that might confirm him in his mailer's favour, as 
Ihe laving of Perpignan muft needs have done ; all the 
^fliceffes and miicarnages of the fiate» in peace pr war, 
%mg (Sltribufed to the ^rourite minifter. 

I^h^r^v^ the &uk lies, I have Jb^eard no man yet con- 
|k|nn the gp^erpor.of the town* It is faid, he has given 
§^;tb(e ^xks of a valiant foldier, a prudent commander, 
and a faithful fubjtd* Thefe virtues are to be honoured, 
0fgn iv^ au enemy. ^ 

They report, that the Spaniih King put a kind of 
fuperftitious confidence in the Marquis d'AvHa, bccaufc 
one of the famf family and title had formerly defended 
the place to extremity, until the fiege was raifed. 
AiFuredly, virtue is not inherent in names, nor vrAory en- 
tailed to all of the fame blood. JBoth the one and the 
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otber aire o#ing in à grétti m^itfure to pfwiAcacc afiA 

chance. The Romans did not gain more in th« Cartha^ 
gìntan war, under the condtiél of Scipio iìit Afìnean» 
than they loft afterwards, when another of that namewM 
genera! of thfeJr army. 

It is laid, the Duke d'Olivare* i§ Ibieed witb a frctizf 
upon the lofs of this toxrn, or at leaft coiinterfetts one.' 
I do not aSbrt this as a truth, ifictftrìous Ktfimscfaftfiti 
but to flio^ thee ho^ people are addfél^ to eenfdre, nd€ 
otily'the mifcfamage» of great nteu, but* the verf «grett 
whkh attend tUeir mitffortuiles ; a» if k mtre a crSnM til 
them to mourn for the cslanutie»'whìtii^lhey(ièti]d not 
prevent* 

In the meantime. Cardinal RfchBeti has weat h ered a 
tempeft raifed againft* hint by the l>oke of Orleans and 
his party 5 as if the fafte of thefe tvro raihiftets- rait 
counter, and one muft rife by the othtìr'b ftffl; 

Olintre^ had laid a train for Cardhtal RicfiliHf^ deu 
ftmfiion, but fell into it himfeif» He had corrupted on^ 
«f the cardind'* creatures, who afiodieted himftif with 
the'Dnkcof Botiifion, and the Bdke of Orleans. Bfe- 
fides private grad^es, they ail fu^eftfed thfc cardinal, m 
defigning upon the king's death to take the i^gdncy ìtào 
his own hands. They aequatnt OMvarez with their 
grievances, and enter into a private league with hilh.^ 
Hei in hopes to rend the" Khgdom of France into fatal 
dirifions, as wett as to ruiif the cardinal, agrees to fuiuffll 
the confpirators with twelve thoufand foot, and three • 
thoufand horfe. Sedan was to be the rendezvous of this 
army. 

But Cardinal Richlieu, whom no fecret could efcape, 
foon difcovcrcd the plot, and acquaints the king with it ; . 
who forthwith caufed the confpirators to be feized, im* 
prifbned', atid tt(ra of their heads to be cut off ; the rt (I 
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were psu^òned, on eonditions of fuiTender, and perpetuai 
bamHiment from the king's prefence. 

This happened tnuch about the time that Perpignan 
&rrenderedji which waa on the 9th of the moon Rebiul. 

A little before, the confpirators had fo obfcured the 
cardinali credit at the court, that the king denied, him a 
vifity when requeued in his ficknefs, upon which the car- 
dinal withdrew himfelf : Bat the king was quickly glad 
to follow him» having no other refuge in the mièk of his 
preiTures, but him. who was .mailer of all the hearts, 
both of his fubjedls and allies. At that timSf the Count 
de Guifghe w^ debated in Flanders, and the- Parifians 
were apprehenfive, that Don Francifco de Melo would 
bring his forcer into* the bowels of. France* . None, was 
able to extricate the king out of fo many troubles, but 
the chief imntfter. ■ Thus, by a fortunate concurrence of 
events» the cardinal is reAored to his mailer's favour» fees 
his foreign enemies hiimblcid» Perpignan taken, and his 
domefUc foes cut off and baffied. . . 

I pray God» whofe eye is over the Mufiohnan empire 
to preferve thee from all the machinations of thine ene- 
mies» and make thee to fhioe bright in the favour of the 
Grand Signior. 

Paris, X 2th of the nth Moon, of the Year 164Ì. 



XXXL— 7i Nathan Bbn Saddi, a Jewy at Plenna* 

X HY letter, with Carcoa*s journal» is come fafc to my 
hands» and the ring which he beque^hed me. That legacy 
demonilrates his affe^bion» and that I have not ill deferved 
of him ; for the adions of dying men are void of dif- 
guife. 
His memoirs will be of great fervice to me» containing 
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a more accurate hiftory of the German ccturt, from the 
year 1600 to the time of hi» death, than I hate yet fcen 
extant. I am not unacquainted with relations of this 
kind. The Europeans make their hiftories fpeak what 
their affe^ion or fear fuggefts, rather than the tmth. 
The liberty o^ printing has debauched the inttgnty of 
moil: writers ; they ftudy rather to j^taik, than inform 
the age. For this reafon, I r^tSt the- greiateft part of 
modem hiftory, coveting only the mainufcripts of fuch aè 
Carcoa. He fpeaks impartially, having no other btai^ 
than the fenricc which he onred to the Grand Signiov. * 
- I fpeak this for thy encouragement and direélioa, who 
iucceedsiLthat honeft old man in his poft» When thoa 
commkteft any of thy obldrvations to paper^ let them be 
of things remarkable ;and true. 

: The.banker,. to whom thou didft addreis ^e bill for 
my payment» made a: demur at BxAr but EUachim deaccd 
ftp 109 doubts. I defife thee' .to- ocder mantrv fo here* 
after, that I may not be taken lor a cheat; that mzf 
prove of ill confequence to us all. I would not have any 
linifker accident fttfrted» wèich might make the French 
infpeék mt. One misfortune ieidom goes without -attend" 
ance : The leàft blemifti upon a man's credit ftraight in* 
feds the air. He whole reputation is blafted» is fufpeA* 
ed and ihunned like a walking peftflencjC. 

Tliou wih do wdl to prevent thefe miCchiefs» by thy 
care and foreiight. Take in good p4rt this advice from 
Mahmut, who iUdie^ his mafter's intereft» not his ow»^ 
Adieu. • •. 

Pari», 15th of the itth. Moon,.of tht Year 1^4 2. 
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XXXII.—7V the Venerahle Muftì, friiue of the True 
and VndeJiUd Faith. 

jL Hov tbatart a light to iki^ blind» ibe pole-ftat totiieni 
that ara bewildered in ao occan^ of nocertainticsy the 
ianéluary of xh& mind battered with a tempeii of vain o- 
pinionsy tell me why it i% blafphemy to fay, That God 
has already tak^n teih (as the Chnftians believe ), iioce 
t»xr Holy Prophet himfelf a«#«chfis, That God Audi v& 
JÀime a body «t th^jrofurreé&aié I appiraach.thy faoitd 
palae^» vmA' btroiag coalé oa my bead» with nsn^eat aad 
Hifl«ined:^eal'iil my heart; caft a gracious eye on thy 
jbpplmnt ; refolTr my doubtt; dtfSpate the 4xiiiLwhis& 
«buda l»]c anxiottr ibuly and nft6re nie te a sight ààsé. 

If a body be compatible with the divine: cfieiùze, il 
&cma not tx> «le a blai^henffy in fthe Chrifbiant, to alert 
fktt iacanùitioD 0f.the.wWolid» whém. oiir Ht>ly Pmphet 
odk aUb»' Thtt Brajth oi G«xl; Sf thié Breiitb w Word 
of God be not of the dSenee «f the dtvioity^.why hiààk 
fut of the Chrifliaii goTpel had in fitch revnrencé by the 
fincbM Mufltthnen» where h isfaid, ^ Iif the bqginhing 
tias the Word/ «né the Word waa widi' Gdd, and God 
was the Woiid f'* If the Word be of the c&ncc of God^ 
then it will necelkrily^ follow, diat God has Vtkxxi a bcù 
man body, fmce our TAùìf Propfa«t calls hkn the Word 
of God, whom the Chriftians addfe for God Ineatluite. 
Bear with my weaknefs and importunity; and if I efì% 
correa me in thy wifdom. And yet, let not thefe feeni 
fo much my fcruples, as the arguments of ChriftiaiMy 
whom I would gladly convince of their herefy ; but it 
muft be with folid reafon. 

Let not my lord be angry, if I alk one qucftion more. 
Our holy doélors- teach, that the dark fpots in the moon * 
were made, when the angel Gabriel flew by, and brufhed 
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the moon with one of his wingff : I a(k, Hòv(r great tìiat 

I wing was, diat could make an impreflion fo great, as to 

I be confpicuons to us at this prodigious diftance ? Or, Is 

I Gabriel to be numbered among thofe lofty angels, who 

I can ftride froto one ftar to another ? If he be. Was 

there not room enough in the vaft eiidlefs ikies, or did* 

he lofe his way through untracked orbs, or did he Aancc 

to wirik in his career', that he (hould thus unfortunately 

I dafh the pakr lamp of heaven ? If he be one of thofe 

forenientiotied «flighty,* tall* and wide-ftrfctched angels, 

How came he fo to be cbntrafted, when he viflted Mary 

the mother' of JefuB in her clofct, and prefented' her with 

a rofe that grew in paradife ^ 

Anfwet me this, O fovereign oraele of truth, fince my 
eftrs aire frequently ioraded with fuch objeéUons and blaf^ 
phemous jefts, by the& infideh. How can I hear our' 
holy law abufed, and not burn ìb fpirit? Tell me, I 
ftSLjy how- h fhjdl fSience thefe bold di^uters, thefc 
mockers of the book of giory. Think not thi^ a friro» 
lotts queftion*, and intpertinetit to religion ; for thele 
Wcftcrn people are fagacious and fubtìe : If they can 
fiad one flaw iatht holy Alcoran, they will cry down all 
the re(t as felfe, and- an impofture ; at the very thought 
of which, blafphemy my^ heart ti^embles* . 

Not lotig ago, a. famous aftronomer (hewed me, in a^ 
ffeiefcope, the globe of the mOon, through which it 
feemed to me air opake body, like the earth we tread . 
i' 00 ; and: he a&nned it to bd ib, giving, me mathematical 
demondrations for it ^ teliing me alfo, it was habitable 
as. our globe ;, and, that the difference of the brighter ^ 
and more obfcure partis of the moon^ codified only in < 
this, that the one was firm land, the other fluid water ; ; 
and, if I may believe my eyes, when aided by that op|icv 
iaftrumcnty . it is no otherwife than as he £aid. . 

i>5i 



%% LETTERS WftltTEK BY VoL IL 

This aftronomcr Is renowned throughout the Weftcm 
world, being efteemed the beft philofopher that ever 
wrote of natural things. His name is Renatus des Cartes. 
I have been often cqaverfant with him, and took unfpeak- 
able delight in his, refined notions of the world. He is as 
dexterous at unravelling the contexture of the very ele- 
mentSy as though h^ had flood by the Eternal Artifl, 
yrhen he extracted them fron» the rude chaos. The mi- 
nutefl particle of matter, which is to the eye of othqr 
men invifìble» appears to him in^ts proper figure: He 
talks as familiarly of globous» fquare and triangular a* 
toms, as though he had a pair of conlpaffes to take their 
true dimenfions by. Were not this admirable genius 
ftained with great impiety» in that he mocks the book 
of glory, the holy Alcoran, true guide to paradife, I 
fhould believe he was infpired from above. 
^ One day, difcourfing about the hody of the moon, he 
l^roke out into this (^ilafphemous jefl : '< The Arabian 
iqppoilor,^' faid be, *^ might as. well have made his fol- 
lawers believe what we prate to children, that there is a 
man in the moon, with a bundle of faggots on his back, 
aA to tell them that fable, of the angel Gabriel's bru&ing 
this planet with his. wing.'^ I was not able to bear any 
more, but took my leave* 

Fumifh me, therefore, O facred repofltory of all true 
(cience, with fuch convincing arguments, as may put to 
fUence thefe audacious infidels. 

God grant I may be one of thofe who flxall hear the 
angel Ithuriel read leóiures of divine knowledge in pa- 
ladife. 

Pad<^ aotjb of tk.e i ixb. Mpoiv of the Year 1^4^ 



Book I» A snr AT pajus. Sf 

XXXIII. — To the Visi EH Azem, at the Porte, 

1 AM acquainted with a Greek merchaat in Paris» who 
formerlf lived ia one of thafe pleaiaat iilands which lie 
dbout four leagues from Conftanttnoplet being fituated in 
the Propontisr 

Aiking him one day» Whether tradmg was the motive 
which induced him to quit thofe paradifes upon earth» and 
exchange them for the ftench and tunfe- of this populous 
city ? he replied^ That he had fofficknt to make his life 
happy in the place of ius nativity» being mafter of a 
good eftate» and of 'many fndtful vineyards» having alfo 
boufes there which* m%ht vie with the moft delightfu 
chii^es of the mufftdmaa grandees ; but» that the jani- 
zartes and other loofe Mahometans frequenting thofe 
iflands» and efpeeialiy that wherein he dwelt» comniitted 
fo many outrages wbcn heated^ with wine» as rendered 
his life infupportàble ; iot they would» in thefe drunkem 
frohcs» domineer a» though tHey were lords of tlie iiland^ 
fcizing upon whatsoever plcafed them» fpoil his goods, and 
beat him like a flave r and if he mihUy remonflirated to 
them the» injuries they had done him» they would give 
htm no other fatisfaBion but oaths and curfes. 

Thefe -Calamities made him fell his eftatCj and 'travel 
into thefe countries» where he might enjoy himfelf vrith- 
more liberty,- profit and eafc. 

It is a^diihonour to the Ottoman Porte, the feat oi^ 
juftice» thefanékuary éfthe wofld» to fuifer fuch difor-> 
ders to> be -committed without due chaftifement, within.^ 
fight of the feraglio» and by thole who have the honour f 
toguaird the person of the Sultan 

I reprefent thefe things to thee» knowing thy juftice* 
will adminifter a fpeedy remedy to thefe diilempers of the? 
foldioy ; otherwife^ ihould th«y be filtered to ga- uo^ 
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punJdied, we may expeék, that not only thefe i(land«> but 
all Grecia, will in time be difpeopled. 

fari», rjthtìf the nth Mtson, -of the Year 1642. ' 
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XXXIV. — To Cara Hal Y the Phyjtciah^ at ConJtantU 
nopfe, 

StiFVBft me to co&veife with thee after th» manner of 
iUendéy with finecdo» and famflnnty. I* hare olten dff* 
cohered Co thee the dtftempora e£ xmy body^ now i wOI 
sevead thoib more dangerona ones of my nuad ; and I 
know not whether they are diftempers or cures of fuck. 
I have writ to the Mufti on the £une. fnbjeéb in part, but 
with cautk>B and refarve. With thee I will deal frankly, 
and pour mto thy bofom the fecrtts of my heart* 

i am diiatìsfiéd in many things pcataining to , religion. 
It is true» I cannot «kink or fpeak of our Holy Pro^t 
but witkinlime attacfamenf:. and veneration ; yet I owe 
fcmethinf^ to my reafoa. I will bellette the meffenger of 
God was tvue and perfe^ | but is it a mmt to think his 
iiicoeffi)r8 we» but laen^ fubjed to frailty and errore 
Their divifionè imniedtately after the death of oor great 
lbawglv!er juftify this tfeflecfUoD» fince Hat fatal- ichifm 
eontkuBBs to this day. Ekher the Ferfiaa» or We muft 
be in the wrong* Grant which thou wSt» it iottows» 
that tte truth was* no fooner fown in: the w^rU»; but it 
i^uf^^ up in mortal benefica ; and I ixA no other t&a." 
ance that we are tA the right bot the afierticukof our doc*» 
toff» the foUowars of O&aan and Ebikbec^ei^ who, for 
•nght I^ know, are no nsore exeiUpted from ecrov than» 
the difci]^ of Haiy". Botb fides believe the Holy Pto- 
phet,^ yet both al àifioite diftaoce in their interpretattont 
a€ hia kw.. Eacb jfaiKf boifte they hafe thè tn^c fieAfel 
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of the dima» oradet, smd corfes the oppofite for heretic». 
Truth cannot be repugnant to Hfelf. 

From this oei^ual ichifoi w^ ocar a hundred fereral 
feds have i^Kruag^ each maintainiog different interpreta- 
tions of the lai^* While tnifh can be but one, where 
(hall a man be fure to fìnd it amongft fo.many pretenders 
to it ? 

Think not that I ant going to turn Chriflian becaufc 
of this libeft7 I take to leaf ch for trath> for the cafe is 
the fame, or worfe aift^mg them. 

Jefus (whom our Holy Prophet calls the Breath and 
Wonl of God, the 'Reformer of the law- of Mofes-, know« 
ing the fccrets of hearts» and- working miracles) preach- 
ed to the Jews repentance, good works» the refurredion 
of the.dsaid, the day of ^gment, the joys of paradife, 
and the torments of helL He chofe twelve difeij^es to 
difperCe his do<^niie orer the wovld. But they likewife 
had difienfions among- themfelves afiter that God had ta- 
ken the Mei&tt t^ to p»;a<li£e, each apoftle leaving ^if** 
fcrent tcaditioas bdnad him in the counims where he 
taught. Hence fprung the differences' between the 
chorcfaesof the cafl and weft, and thofe 19 Ethiopia; 
one foUowing Peter and Patair another believing John,, 
the thM defendiug the traditions of Matthew ; andiirjqàn 
thele greater fchiiins have fprung innumerable fmalkr 
£eds and herefies, each church and party e^bcommunicat*» 
ing» dammog and curfing aU- the reft ; yet all believe they 
ihall be faved. 

Thus is the w^rldat pddk about religion, perlecttiing». 
hidag.and dewaniig: ooe another, becaufò tihey can£|ot 
aU l^nk aàikc} uàug^ argvmihlf' of te&gioi^ and^ »<. 
fpccial encotfrageoieot «a gàia {nrofdyUs;^ 

Thefeooofidevaiiiocklihavemfide- mte a fiecptic in of^n- 
tianreiteépwMs of Utàk^ssàmmsx^jìi ^imn ^ oply^isr. 
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this I am Bxeà; that I believe in one eternal God» and 
reverence his holy meffcngcrs and prophets j but if an 
angel from heaven (hould tell me monilrpus and incredi- 
ble dories of things repugnant to the jcommon feafe and 
reafon of all mankind, I woi^ deiire him to escnfe BEie 
if I fufpended my. belief. , ' 

I admire the golden age, when the infant, world had 
not yet learned bigotry, when human reafon was not cor- 
rupted with divine fables, and nat4}ral confcience was the 
ollu:le to which all reforted (or folii^ion of their doubts, 
before fuperftition l\ad begun to drefs the Deity in Right- 
ful, uncouth (hapejs ; then harmlefs innocence could fliow 
her naked face, which now js fain to go difguifed. No 
man was put to death for words or thoughts • of thing» 
above his reach ; no cr^ty Nuno^a then had* ft^sbiid .upon 
the , crecUilous people hi« feigned egeria, uoc golden^ 
tongued Pytliagoias could imppfc tbejprged.whifpecs q£ 
his eagle on the filly Crotonians for facired csacks ; uok 
wonder-working magician had kd the rai>bk by the nofe 
with his infernal JMggka» but pure and undebauched rea- 
fon uught mien.to lead immortal lives on earài. 

Tell me, O learned Haly ! canft thou believe that the 
divine Architect had .no.otjbeer way to make man. than by* 
laying him a thoufand years; broiling in; the.iun ì or, that; 
there is an apple-tree growing very rnear the thrpne o£ 
God? or, that tlie angels can.ilride fome hundred thoi^ 
fands of miles at once ì Can we not go to.paradife unlefs 
we fwallow thefe flrange notions ? Is it not enough to* 
l^elieve in God and Mahomet his prophet, except we will 
receive ^all i<^ truth which the doétors t<;U us ? I faft and 
pray at the:,appointed limes» and {sfoettmea-cilteaer ; I 
give alms ; oj^ love all the creatures of. God that remain 
in hi^ loVe i I ai^not.giuity of theft, murder» iior adul- 
tery i I neirqr^forfwoce m^iifelfy^iuir. bore bik witiieia.|;. 
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jetf when I am re<x>ll^edy I think myfelf the worft of 
all men $ I think af every peccadillo I commit with in^^ 
expreffible regret* . If all this is not fufHcient to acquit 
me a true -and good mufTultnany no man, I hope» will 
blame me if I join with an eminent man in thefe we ilera 
parts, and wiih my foul among the philofophers. 

Paris, «ith of the nth Moon, of the year 1542. 



B O O K II. 

LETTER I.—T0 the Kaimacham. 

X HOU mayeft remember a letter I fent thee concéming* 
the death of Mary de Medicis, Queen-mother and Dow-, 
ager of France, vi^erein I alfo fpoke of the fudden fick- 
nefs of the Cardinal of Richh'eu, with the reports, opi-' 
nions and prophedes divulged on that account. What 
fpirit fbever infpircd thoie prophets, it is certain the c- 
▼ent juftifies their predi^ions ; for the cardinal died this' 
very day, being the 4th of the laft moon in the year, at: 
his palace in this city, being tiot full fìfty-eight years of/ 

lam not voy credulous of apparitions, ghoft8,"and' 
fuch like themes of vulgar fupcrilition ; yet it ia evident 
the cardinal never lived to fee the common Ncw-Year's- 
Day, nor the fifty-eighth year of his life, as they fay the 
queen's ghod foretold him. 

Some that have been curious in examining his pedigree 
tell me, that his progenitors were alHed to dne of the 
kings of France. HcJweVer, it il certain that he was de- 
fcended of an ancient and honourable faniily of above Brt 
hitsdrtd yev» landing and emi9«nee^in that kiingdom.. 
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He had his education in the univcrfrty of Paris» where 
he attained the degree of Do^lor of the Sorhonney a dig*^ 
ntty much eftcemed in France and mod parts of Ghnf-^ 
cendom, except in Rome, which court is jcaloi*» df the 
Sorbonnifts, becaufe they have fbmctimes decided in pre»- 
judice of the Pope'» authority and the grjmdeur of the: 
Roman court. 

After this he was made a biftiop, then almoner oF 
France, next fecretary of ftate f in whieh. ftAti^a- he ae-- 
quitted himfdf fo happily, that the king procured him> 
the dignity of a cardinal. There are none of the mini- 
fters of the Divan but know that a cardinal is one of the^ 
princes oi the Roman ehurch*^^ 

During thefe fevend ftaiis of preferment, he had fig- 
Balized his great abHtties in negotiating afBeiirs of greateft. 
moment. Yet in nothing did the dexterity of his wife: 
appear more tìian in reconciling the mifunderftanding be-^ 
tween the king and H» qUeen-mother, vvheivby he garn-i^ 
cd much upon both their alfe^ions; fo^ that iii* a Httle- 
time he was mad<$ the principal minifter of ftate, arid chiefT 
diredlor of the government, having a guardof foldiers ap^. 
pointed to attend: hi» perfou*. 

Then he was: made fùpenntendent ^ the marme afS: 
fairs ; after this^ generaliiBmo of the armies ; fo that he* 
Uemcà to bave monopolized aM command both. in .ctiurchi 
andfilate, by fea and-knd. 

It was impoffible fov him to eicape the envious eyes of. 
the grandee^ .; nay, th< queen-mother herfelf, who firft 
raifed him, began liow to grow jealous of his great pow- 
er ; but e%ecially the princes of the tìoòd were ftsghly 
olfeaded at him. The Covmt of Sdiffiuis itomachcd the, 
iadlgnky the cardimd had offered hinl in ^poùng the 
marriage of hi^ daughter. TheXXoke of (Means ftifpeél* . 
ed his dbfignb Ufp^d tbe ttgtn&y. Yet alt Ihdir <:oi^éti^ ^ 
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COS agaiftft him 'provtè ìneffeétaal ; for ueitK^r by public 

arms nor private macMndtitms could tbey ever prevafl 

I a^hift the fixed deftiuy of this' great minifter, who, 

j though he had been often attempted to be poifoned» pit^ 

I tolkd and ftabbed^ yet died qnietly in his bed, hating a 

little before received a vifit from the king. 

I win not préfume to make corollaries or glofles on 
thefe things, as though I were able to inftmék thee, 
whofe wMéom and éxpértence renders thee a fit oracle 
foi* the greateft pi^nees to i^foit to in time of need. I 
only lend thee bare matter of hSt; and^ together wfth 
«I ifcèocint of the ear^n^'fi deaths a brief abftraé): of hiè 
l^e, as- 1 rtceivtd it ftt>m one ef the rfioft òhkr^tig^é 
knowing men in the French court. 

I Willi tìstt'htìiùìf ìotìg Eie and liiijppineÀ. 

Paria, 4th of the hft Mo'oo, of the year 1642, 



n. — To the VenerahU Mufti. 

i HAf f feiit to the^Kdmachftm an accomif of the deat!i 
tff G^diii^ RiòMkii, with fome t>àilage» rdatin^ thémc^^ : 
WhèfewitiL Lthougin à 6ét prdper to intd^rupt CHy di*, 
iriner thoughts. 

This great rainifter died the folirth of this inftartt moon*, 
being the laH of the year, ill his palace at Paris. Hiò 
body là interred in the chapel of the college of Sorbonne, 
where he fini(hed his ftudies, and attained the degree of 
Doftor in theology. He has left behind him a prodi- 
gious eilate, amounting to a million of crowns yearly, 
which he has bequeathed in legacies to his kindred, 
friends, and creatures ; and, as a particular demonftra* 
tion of his gratitude to the king, he has made him heir 
of his Cardinal Palace in this city, with all the plate and 
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funjiture in it ; and, at the laft vifìt the king made him 
(which was a little before his death)» he predated him ' 
with a done worth a hundred thouiand crowns of gold ; 
upon which, it is difcourfed, that the king will fettle a 
yearly revenue on a certain nifmher of the Sorbonnifls, to 
celebrate mafs daily for the cardinal's foul, during the 
fpace of one year, and once a year afterwards on the day 
that he died ; for thefe infidels approach thus near the 
true and undefiled faith, }n that they bfaye hopes of im- 
mortality, believing the refarre£lion of the, dead, and 
that the prayers, alms^ and good works of the Uving^ 
do atpae for the fins of the departed ; as our helj doCf 
tors teach, and .as .is; the pra£ijce of ^e mufl&dmaTii 
throughout the world*. 

This cardttial was rkhly endowed by nature, having a 
firm intelle^, vigorous fpirits, quick apprehenfion, folid 
judgment, ^ithful memory, and a moil prevailing way 
of d&m»£e{ a man highly £svvÌGeable to his king and 
country, and therefore deferving better .of the French 
than thofe fcandalous reports and libels which were every- 
where inditftrioufiy fpread afeiroad to l^ffen his &nie* Yet 
there wanted not thofe who firmed floHl^e^ ot,-hia gr%v^ 
and.ptfrfun^ed hi$ aihe^.with. encp^^iums and panegyiàca* 
In this he (hared the common fate of the gr^t, that he 
Was maligned and envied living; .but honoured with the 
tears of his very enemies vfhen d^ad. . ^ .. : J 

There is one fault to be found in .bis condué^» . vithoul 
appearing too cei^forioiA : that he being' a; man^ conftr 
crated to the fervice of the altar, (hould fó often talee tfeè 
field, ai\d dived ing himfelf of the peaccfd robes* of reli» 
gion, (hould clothe himfelf in fteef, delighting .more in 
the finell of gunpowder than that of incenfis, and'p«e* 
ferring the n<^e of war to. the hymps and antiphpns of 
the church: not that religion: 13 incotft^auhle .with -vi»- 
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lour ; and to' fight for one's country is not as lawful and as 
pious as to pray for its profpenty. Our holy law» the 
celelUal pattern of tnith to the world, exhorts us to 
courage ; and all true believers are aflured of the joys of 
paradife, of unfading crowns, and eternal fdidties, if 
they iofe their lives in defence of the facred enapire, and 
the book of glory ; our immortal lawgiver giving ua 
his own example,' when he laid the foundation of the 
greateft and mod illuflrious empire in the world, in the 
wcHUids of his enemies, cementing the work with the blood 
of minions of infidels ; nor has the fuperfbruéiure been 
carried on by any other methods» than thofe of perpetual 
war with the nations who will not fubmit to our YÌ€ti>^ 
nous fultan, the invincible lord of the earth» • But the 
meflenger of God sever required the imaums or dervifes 
to take the field ; leaving arms only to fecular men, and 
the Alcoran to the religious. 

; I forget that I am fpeaking to him, whefe repofe and 
tranquillity is the fpecial care of heaven, who is not to 
be diilurbed by emperors. Therefore, in profound reve- 
rence, I falute thy holineb with a dutiful obeifance, and 
fo withdraw my pen. 

Paris, 4th of the lail Moon, of Che Tear 164%, 



III.-— To J A SMI a Scire RvGiAhyOn jffirologeratjtìgppo. 

X Hov ncedeft not be alhamed of thy name, thoi^h it 
denotes the 4warfi(hnefs of thy body. That little epi, 
tome of human dature is exquifitely regular. Nature ia 
framing it j^as (howed her (kill in proportions, though (he 
feems to have made it too narrow foi: thy foul. , In thit 
thou art c^ged to her'for thy knowledge. Thy mind 
being uneafy in jts diminutive habitation, is for that rea^ 
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fon fddom at home. Thy fool is a pérfcA nìght-^alk» 
ér ; when other men are abed and afleep, thou art taking 
t^y rounds among the flars. Thou art become a fpy upi 
on the planets 5 i£ any of them make but ,a falfe ftep; 
Aon telleft the^ world of it. Thou art a pimp to all their 
amorous afSgnations and cónjunélions ; and Vulcan' him- 
felf never fo often expofed the intrigues of Mars and Ve» 
nus as thou haft done. But 1 would' have thee beware 
left they retenge themfelvcs on thee fome time or other^ 
zs they did upon oile of thy profeffion, By ftirring up à 
certain king^ to take away his life. He waat a bold fd- 
low, and pretended gitat famiKàtity with the ftars. On^ 
dky he came to the king, and told him he had exaftly 
calculated his riativlty ; and by his obfervatiòfls firòttt 
thence, aòeording to the iljle* of art, had difcorcred that 
he fhotdd riot live out that year. The king replied, "f 
will prove that my fkiU is greater than thine ; for I kri0# 
the very hour of thy death, whieh is now precifely, and 
which al! thy knowledge In ailròlògy' could never forefeei- 
iiof be able to prevent ;" fo he Commanded his head to be 
immediately cut off. I Would not hàvt thy ftàr-gàzing- 
fo fuddenly fpoiled, though they fay thoii haft venturecl 
to talk fomewbat too largely» 

Judicial aftrology feems m a great meafure obliged te 
fuperftltion for the credit it has gained among men ; and 
' the Latin proverb fays, « A wife niatt fball ©terruk tie 
ftars." For my part, I would rather counfel thee to fol» 
low thy old recreation of teaching pigeons to be letter- 
carriers. Yet I would not have thee from thence think 
of building caftles in the air like ^fop, nor of flying td 
the moon by the help of a team df geefe, iti Imitation of 
Domingo Gonfales. 

But, fince I am got among the birds, which thou art 
fo much delighted in, before I take rby leave, I wifK 
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thee as good fortune with thy winged difciples, as the 
Roman cobler had, who taught a parrot to falute the 
emperor as he went along the ftreet, with thcjCe wprds» 
Hail, <;«far ! which the emperor hearing, gaye him a 
foyal price for his parrot. The poor man, overjoyed at 
Ills good Ipck, got another parrot, and attempted to 
teach ber in the fame manner ; but, having ta^en fnuch 
ineffe^ual pains, he ufed to fret, and (ay, I have loft my 
labour : Yet at length, by daily repeating thefe wordq, 
the parrot had learned both fentences ; arid the next time 
the ?roperor came by, it laid, Hail, Cafar ! to which the 
emperor replied, I have enough fuch fiatter^i-s at home : 
The parrot, having her leflbn perfeél, rejoined, I have 
loft my labour ; which the emperor hearing, and pleafed 
yrith the. novelty, bought this alfo, and fettled a gene- 
rous penfion on the^nan during his life. 

If thou couldeft, by fome lucky contingency, fell thy 
pigeons at fuch a rate to Sultan Ibrahim, thy time would 
be better fpent, than in playing the Mercury, and bring- 
ing news from the ftars. But then thy pigeons muft tc 
better bre$l> than was that which was fent to the Sophi 
of Perfia, with a meflage from Babylon, when the late 
invincible Sultan Amurath befieged it ; for the feathered 
courier, inftead of flying to the Perfian camp, tpok up 
ihort by the way, and percjhing on the pavilion of the Vi- 
fier Azem, was forthwith (hot, and the fecret neceffitie^ 
of the city were expofed to the Ottoman army. 

May fuch fate always attend infidels and heretic^ 
when they take up arms againft the muiTulman einpkc;. 
Adieu* 

Paris, totk ^ the laft Moon, of the year 1642. 
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IV. — To the Grand Sigmor*s Chief Treasurer. 

X Hou tdlefl me» the miaifters of thè fupreme divan ac« 
cufe.me of negligeocey in not writing often, and things 
of importance." In my opinion, thou thyfelf haft more 
reafon to complain on thi» fcore, fince I have not fent a 
letter to thee thefe fnir moons ; in which ti«ie, \iot one 
of the reft but has received fcveral from me. Would 
they have me «oin news ? Wauld they have me amufe 
them with relations of things which never had any exift* 
enee I I have not failed hitherto to communicate to the 
Porte all the intelligences I have received : But they 
ought to confider, that the winter affqrds little of a^ion. 
Time, the devourer of all things, has almoft fwallowed 
up the year ; only this laft moon feems to be pickled lit 
ice for a defert. We arc here up to the knees in fnow ; 
and the greatcft warriors find it beft encamping by the» 
firefide. •• » 

Here is a rumour, that the King of Perfia is d«ad. . 
They fay alfo, that the Great Mogul will not put on 
mourning for him, being by his death freed from a ftorm 
which threatened to fubvcrt all his dominions on this 
fide of Ganges. It is added, that he has fought the 
alliance of the Grand Signior, with purpofe to continue 
the war againft the young King of Perfia (who has tfot 
yet feen thirteen fummers), and to carry his forces* to 
the walls of Ifpahan. It is not lawful for me to di£late 
to my fovercign, who is the fole judge of the univerfe ; 
but permit me to. guefs what will be his cond^iSl in this 
affair, if what I have heard be true. ^ have no reafon 
to think, that Sultan Ibrahim . will violate the. peace 
which he has fo lately concluded with the King of 
Perfia, the articles whereof he carries in his bofom» 
Thou feeft, moft ferene Baffa^ the tide of news is fo 
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low, that Mahmut is forced to ftoop and receive it, 
puddled as it Is by the mouths of the vulgar. If I ac- 
quaint thee with what thou kneweft before, let not the 
blame reft on me, who o^ght to have received this in-^ 
telligence firom fome of the minifters of the Sublime 
Porte, which is the tabernacle where Fame keeps her re- 
fidence. My whole life, and the befl of my fpirits, are 
fonfecrated to the fervicc of the Grand Signior ; I fparc 
no pains or coft, whereby I may render myfelf effeftually 
ufeful to the great mailer of the univerfe : I write often 
to the minifters of the divan, who are his (laves as well 
as I ; yet none vouchfafes me an anfwer, except the Reis 
Effendi : I received alfo one letter fuR of confolation and 
advice; from the venerable mufti. Likewife Haflein 
Bafla laid his commands on me. Thcfe I efteem my 
iriends. I would think fo of all men, who ferve Sultan 
Ibrahim, if they would ceafe to load me with obloquies. 

I was about to conclude my letter, when an old courtier 
interrupts me with the news of the furrcnder of Tortona, 
a ftrong town in Piedmont, poffefled by the Spaniards, 
till now obliged to qiiit it by the French forces under 
the command of the Duke of Longuevllle. This place 
was fiirrcndered on the twenty-fix th of the eleventh 
moon. 

There has been a long difference between the princes 
of the Houfe of Savoy ; which is at length compofed, 
by the marriage of Pnnce Maurice, Cardinal of Savoy, 
with his niece, the daughter of the dutchefs-regent > 
This is that which has warmed the courage of the French 
army, at this frozen time of the year ; for, upon this 
match, the Cardinal of Savoy's brother, Prince Thomas, 
joined his forces to the French, and took feveral ftrong 
caftles arid towns from the Spaniards, whom before this 
prince had affifted j and now laft of all, to wind up the 
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y^fir» they. have i^ade thpnfelyes mafters.Qf.ohis Tortona» 
a. place ^nvlroafd. with rocks and mqUgPtdfiia. 

By y/hJck thoM mayeft perigei ve, tfiat there Is no di£Oi; 
c\>lty fo i^reat» ifhiiJi m^y agt^tm? Qjwrcom^ ^kb courage 
and perCeyeran^e. 

J recomipead.^inyfelf to >tby prpt^Alon and favpuTi 
iUuftrious BaQày^^n^ é^ike-%1^ hffiTCxu. ta .jfemim^ate 
thee wf th an incpeaCe. of joy ai^d felicky» «botk here, and 
Ùipara4ife. ' 

Parise loth Df the latk J4«oii, of the Year 1649. 



V— 7*d Darnish Mkhsmet, ^4^. 

OiNCJE the death of the Cardinal of S.i<;blieu, here if 
great cahaUtng» and changing, of places at court. Hit 
fuccefTor in the pilotfhip of the fl-ate, is Cardinal Julio 
Mazariniy an Italian, of a generous cxtra^lion. Nuther 
comes he ihort of {lichlieu in aU thofe rare qualities and 
cndowmei^s whi^h form a coniplete ftatefman» having 
accomplifhed feveral .ncgotiaVons» with gipeat fu^cefs and 
applaufe. 

Now the old officers begin to be cafhiered, to make 
room for the creatures of this new miniftery the ,kÌDg 
àbfolutely refìgning the conduci of the public to 1^. 
And it is no wonder to. fee the king thus flesùble, if 
what is privately whifpcred be tru«, that the queen has 
yielded tp the cardinal in points ^ of greater referve; and 
curious ey.es pretend to dif^ern the fept^.res of Maz^rini 
in the dauphin's face, who Js not ijnych above four years 
old, being born the fifth day of tKe i\jntb v^oqfiy in 
the year 1638, according to the Chrjftians .hegiou Thie 
cardinal is of a grave and majeftic ^pe6l» full-faced^ 
having a piercing eye : H$ is fomethiog ia^lii^^d to fìtti 
being a great cater, as they (ay. 
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The other day he had Mkc to hare been choked by a 
piece of beef, one part of which hung faft in his teeth, 
and the other juft reached the pafiage to the lungs ; and» 
as it were, barring up the door of that paflage» hindered 
his refpiration fo long, that his nofe fuddenly ftarted out 
a-bieeding ; Us face grew black, and he was ready to 
drop down dead, had not one of his attendants forcibly 
thrufk his fingers into his mouth, and fadening on the 
morfei, pulled it out of his throat. 

He that is Lord qì life and death, preferve thee from 
all perils, and make thee happy in the fervice of our 
great mailer ; who will in time, I hope, curb the in- 
folence, and puniih the vices of thefe gluttonous infidels. 

Paris, 14th of the ift Moon, of the Yeaf 1643. 



VI. — To IsouF, hU Kin/man. 

1 BELIEVE, thou and thy couiin Solyman, take me for a 
marriage-broker, or a golTjp : Is there no body in Con- 
ftantinople, can iriHriid you how to manage your wives, 
that you fend for counfcl to Paris ? Or, do you lay 
fnares for me, by extorting iuch advice, as will draw the 
revenge of women upon me ì Believe me, I have no mind 
to run the fate of Orpheus, or, that the tragedy of the 
Ciconian Wives (hould be aéled upon me. 

I ratlier expeded a complete journal of thy travels in 
the Eaft ; But, I., perceive, thou hafi *nQ^ yet received 
my letter. Thou talked of goiijg to Aleppo in the 
jTpring. If thy refolution hold, I defire thee when thou 
art there, to make an offering for me to.Sheh Boubac, 
the Santpne, whole fepulchre ìb ahout a les^e from 
that city, a p^e of great devotion, a^d refortcd to from 
all the cities yin , thofc parts. Without do»bt, Sheh 
Fol. IL B 
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£oubac is with God ; and his prayers are heard for fuch 
43 honour his virtues, and approach his fcpulchre, to pay 
their devotions there with humility and faith, 

Likewife, I dtfire thee to diilribute three hundred 
Afpers to the poor of Aleppo, who beg in the ftrcets for 
the fake of Syntana Fiffa. If thou haft not heard of 
this female faint, I will relate to ihee how (he came to 
be canonized. This city was the place of her nativity 
and refidence. When (he came to the age of fixteen 
years, fhe was married to a fpahee, called Griuli £ben 
Sagran ; but, the firft night, as her hufband was going 
to bed with her, he fell into a trance, wherein he faw 
paradife opened, and the holy Prophet leading Syntana 
Fiffa, his wife, in one of the alleys of Eden ; whereby, 
when he came to himfelf, and miffing his wife (who was 
never after to be found), he was fatisfied that (he was 
one of the daughters of paradife ; fince which time, the 
people have efteemed her as a faint, or rather an incarnate 
female angel. The Moors relate this ftory otherwife, 
and make a fecond Mary Magdalen of her ; of whom 
the Grecians fay, that fhe was a common proftitute at 
firft, but on a time being afked her accuftomed favours 
gratis, and for the love of God, fhe by granting it^ 
merited the grace of converfion, and fo became a faint. 
But, I would not have thee regard this fable, though it 
be common in the mouths of the ignorant at Aleppo. 

If thou beareft any refped for thy uncle Mahmut, let 
me have a proof it, in giving me.an account of thy 
travels. I do not require a ^hart of the regions through 
which thou haft pafled ; being no ftrangcr to the geo- 
graphy of Afia. Neither would I have thee tell me, 
how many leagues; courfes, or furlongs, there «re be* 
tween fuch and fuch 'cities. Thefc are the remarks of 
«very earlier or mcrccrman. But that which I aim at 
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is to know, what natural, moral, and political obfrrva* 
tions thou haft made, in fo vafl a track of ground as 
thou haft meafured, comprehending the greatcft and moft 
celebrated part of Afia. 

This is the fecond letter I have fcnt thee, lince thy 
return to Conftantinople : Let thy anfwer be adequate 
to my expeélation. In the interim, I counfel thee firft 
to get an abfolute conqueft of thyfelf, and then thoa 
wilt eafily govern thy wife. 

May the moft high God adjuft your differences happily, 
and make your lives to be as innocent and contented, as 
thofe of Philemon and Baucis. Thou knowcft the ftory. 
Adieu. 

Paris, toth of the ift Moon, of the Year 1543. 



VII. — To Mahomet, Bajfa of Damafcus, 

XXere is a Genocfc merchant in this city, with whom 
I often converfe* as I do with all ftrangers that are men 
of intelligence, learning fometimes from them advices 
which are not common. ' He tells me, that Manfour, the 
youngcft fon of old Facardine, the brave Emir of* Sidon, 
whom his father had given in hoftagc to Sultan Amurath, 
is now living in the court of the Duke of Florence ; that 
he efcaped by the affiftance of a Grecian prieft, from 
the cattle of the Seven Towers, and that the Duke of 
Florence has promllbd to aifift him with (hips, men and 
money, towards the recovery of his |iatrimony. 

The French fpcak of his father with much Vcfpeft, 
and compaflion of his misfortunes ; they fay, he was de- 
fcended from a noble captain, which the rehowned God- 
frey of Bulloign left in thofe parts, when he was en- 
gaged ia the wars of the Holy Land ; and,~>tbat though 

12 ^ ^ //• 
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Facardine wore a Turkifh turban, yet he had French 
blood in his veins. They tax Amurath with the viola- 
tion of his oath, in cauiing him to be ilrangled, when he 
had folemnly fworn to the contrary ; and fome of them 
«re fo bold as to fay, that if his fon Ali had not been 
killed, he would have (hook the throne, whofc founda- 
tion is deep as the centre of the earth, and therefore 
cannot be naoved, without the dxffolution of the globe. 

This Genoefe brags much after the fame nature of 
Maufour, who, he fays, is preferved by providence to 
abafe the pride of the Ottoman family, to revenge his 
father's blood, and re-eftabli(h the Drufes in their ancient 
poiTefnoQs. 

Suppofmg this news to be true, I judged it my duty 
to give tlice timely notice of it, who pofleffeft part of his 
eflat«> left he (hould furprife thee, unawares, and ferve 
thee as one of his anceftors did the Damafcenes, who 
got from them feveral of their towns and caftles, when • 
they leaft dreamt of any invafion. He will lay claim to 
Gazir, D'Acre, and Saphet, thofe being torn £it)m his 
father in that laft rebellion. In a word, thou wouldeft 
find him an ill neighbour, ihould he catch thee unjuro- 
vided. 

iShould it come to a trial, I wi(h thy foldiers may 
prove more faithful to thee, than did the Germans lately 
under the command of Leopold, Archduke of Aufhia, 
and General Picolomini, who going to relieve JLeipfick, 
befieged at that time by the Swedes,' and entering battle 
with them, above ùx. thou^nd of their foldiers never dif- 
charged a mufket, or drew a fword, but gave their ene- 
mies an entire viAory, without ftriking a ftroke. Should 
thy forces ferve thee fo, when Manfour enters thy terri- 
tories, thou wflt be in danger of lofing, not only the 
fore*mentloncd towns, but Daroalcus itfelf $ a place fo 
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debciouIl> fituatedy that our holy Prophet huaifelf duril 
not yeoturc into it» leli ibis earthly paradife (hould tempt 
)kim to take up his abode there» and caufe him to negleci 
the heavenly. . 

May the Great ProteélQr of kingdoms and empires, 
prcferve both Damafcus.and the whole empire, from tlv^ 
fury of rebels and infidels. 

Paris, 4th of the 2d Moon, of the year 1643. 



VIII. — To the Venerable Muftì, jlrbitrator of the Pro- 
hUms and M^eries of Faiths 

\ A»DiLBS8 to die duft of thy feet, O thou fpring of alt 
true fcience. I wrot« to thee formerly, to delire thy in* 
iiruéìioQ and aid, in anfwering fome cavils and blafy 
I^iemies of the inEdels. Now I think a great light hath 
ihihed xvL my breaft. Now I think I can anfwer them 
with argruments clear and intelligible, Ncveithelefs \ 
will not walk without a guide. 

Oar life in this tranfitory world, is checquered with 
nricus iittervals of light and darknefs, of knowledge and 
Ignorance. £k>metime8, the foul of man is bnght and 
^ferene as the orient, at other times wrapped up in clouds 
and miftf . Then we are as in a dream, and full of anxiety \ 
we gpope about for truth, and yet ftumble upon errors, 
as in the depth of night. So fared it with me, when 
thefe infidels aflaulted me with queftions and cavils con- 
cerning our holy law. I heard them with horror and 
pain, but knew not how to put them to filence. I fled 
to thee for fuccour, who art inilruéted in all knowledge, 
true heir of the prophetic light. But a ray from heaven 
has prevented thy anfwer, and I will concununicate to 
thee my thoughts. 

«3 
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God is moft High, arid incomprehénfible ; we cannot 
evertake him in his ways» The works of his hands are 
perfea, and full of wifdom. Why do the infidels blaf- 
phcme the Eternal ? Gabriel, the meffenger of God, 
bright and glorious, flew through the heavens ; and to 
avoid a burning comet which then flamed in the flcy, he 
took his courfe too near the orb of the moon ; and» with 
the end of one of his wings he bruihed the planet, leav- 
ing a mark of the ftroke, as a memorial to the angels 
for the future ; even as a fea-mark is placed to give 
warning of rocks and fands. 

The infidels deride, and aik, how big ^as Gabriel's 
wing ? Who can meafore the works of the Omnipotent ? 
Let thefe infidels number but the atoms that deave to 
the foles of their feet, when they walk in fandy places i 
Or, let them weigh the air that is ftiut up in a bottle I 
If they cannot perform thefe things wliich arc near them» 
and within their reach, why do they mock at the great- 
Aefs of angels, which dwell in the inunenfe heavens ? . 

They tsike their meafures of celeftial things from the 
narrow fearch of their fenfes, which yet fail them in 
common terreftrial objeéis. If we believe our fenfes» 
they would perfuade us, that the moon is no bigger than 
a royal charger, and the dars have no larger dimenik>ns 
than a lamp or torch ; whereas we are aiTured by reafon» 
and allronomical obfervations, tliat the moon is little lefs 
than the globe of the earth ; and that fome of the ilars 
are near a hundred times bigger. If thefe ornaments of 
the (ky, which look, at this diftance, like glittering 
fparks of fire, are really of fo prodigious a bulk ; why 
may we not believe, that angels, who dwell higher than 
the highctf liars, are much greater, and more magnificent 
creatures than they ? Nay, what incongruity is it to be- 
lieve, what our holy doélors teach, that the angels can 
llride from one ftao: to another ? 
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And now 1 am plunged thus far in the depths of na- 
ture, fufiFer me to wade yet deeper, nay, to fwim in the 
abyfs of fpeculation. I wiU tell thee my thoughts : The 
works of God are unmeafurable, and there is no bound 
or limit to the extent of the world ; it is high as thought 
can foar, endlefs as imagination caa travel. Who can 
tell where the walls of paradife are ? Or, has any one 
gone the circuit of the fcventh heaven I Magnificent is 
the fabric of God, and the apartments thereof are full 
of majcfty ì The potentates above are glorious and 
mighty ; and the manfions of angels fiirpafs in grandeur 
this vifible world ! How great then is the ftature of 
Uiofe angels I Let not infidels deride,, nor think it a 
hhlc ; for, the diftance between the feet of an angel it 
many hundred thoufand miles. They turn the celeftial 
orbs about (if what the learned ChrifUaos teach out of 
Ariftotle and other old philofophers be true, when they 
affign to each fphere its particular angel, or moving 
intelligence). How can this be done, unlefs the angels 
were, greater and mightier than the orbs they move? 
Without all doubt^ the leffcr is moved of the greater, 
and the weaker by the ftrongcr. Thcfe arc arguments 
clear and intelligible,, aud fuch as the infidels cannot an# 
fwer. Thus (hall I be able to aifcEt the truth againft 
the impious, and to vindicate the glorious works of God, 
(the ftrong and potent angels excelling, in majefty and 
grandeur) from the blafphemies of the uncircumcifed. 

If theyafk. How the angel Gabriel (fince he is of fo 
prodigiou« a ftature) could be circumfcribed in the do- 
fet of Mary the mother of Jefus ? I afk them. How the 
body of Jefus, which, they fay, is in the facraraent of 
the mafs (of which thou art not ignorant), can be cir- 
cumfcribed within thtf narrow compafs of a wafer ?Orj 
how it can be there and in heaven at the fame time j , 

«4. 



104 LETTERS WKITTEN BY ^Yol' H' 

which they believe ; nay, and in ten thoufànd wafers, in 
fa many different places of the world at once ? 

To this fo preffing an argument, they have no other 
anfwer, but that the power of God is infinite, and h» 
works incomprehenfible. Very well : If he be omnipo- 
tent in one thing, is his power reflrained in another ? If 
the prefence of the body of Jefus in fcveral places, at the 
fame time, be incomprehenfible, fo is the appearance of 
the mighty angel Gabriel, in the oratory of the Virgin 
Mary, incomprehenfible alfo. 

The nature of angels is unknown to us mortals^ and 
the manner of their appearance. Sufficient it is to be* 
lieve the divine oracles» aod not to pry into the feerets of 
God, 

' Thus fhall I confute the infidels, when tk^y cavil «« 
gainft tke Alcanui ; thus {hall I feal up the polluted lipst 
and pot to filence the hlafphemous tongueo of the ene* 
mics of God and his Prophet. 

Moreover, they fay, The meficnger of God has pro» 
mifed a feofual paradife to the true believers, becaufe the 
book of glory mentions the gardens of Eden ; gardens 
wherein flow many rivers, rivers of wixre, mHk and ho, 
ney, with trees of all deleéiable fruits ; and that the 
righteous fhall be clothed in veils of purple and crimfon» 
repofing on ftately beds, and fhall enjoy the cSmpany of 
beautiful women, and fhall be replenifhed with eternal 
felicity. 

Doubtlefs they are blinded with malice, and hpod* 
winked by the fpirit of contradiftion, elfe why do they 
thus cavil at the manifeil light of truth, the dofirine of 
faith, the undefiied article of glory ? They profcfs to 
believe the refurredion of the body, as well as we : Will 
they not then believe, that God hàth provided pleafurc» 
fuitable to tlic bodv after its refurreélion, I mean the 
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bodies of the juft ì They tell their difciplcs and profe- 
lytes doleful {lories of the pains of the damned in hell, as 
burning in fire and brimftone 5 nay, the book of tl>e gof- 
pd itfelf fpeaks of a lake of fulphur and fire. Are not 
thefe torments to be inflicled on the body, which they 
own are prepared for the wicked ? And wiU they deny 
proportionate pleafures to the bodies of the juft in para» 
dife ? What ufe will there be of our bodies after the re- 
furredlion, if not to enjoy bodily pleafures, or feel the 
rigour of infinite pains ? Doubtlefs, the juft fhall be re* 
plenifhed with all the joys, and the unjuft with all the 
dolours of which their fenfes are capable : And this they 
thenifelves believe ; yet thefe captious infidels pick quar- 
rels with our holy lawgiver, and fay, that the paradifc 
which he promifes is fit for none but fools or beafts. 

I il ave read in books of devotion, whi^ the Chriftiani 
ufe, that the bleffed in heaven fhall be fatiated with al} 
manner of delights : the eye fhall always behold moft 
beautiful objcdls ; the tafte fhall be gratified with incre» 
dible fweets ; the fmell (hall be pleafed with all manner 
of rich odours and perfumes, far furpaffing the aromatica 
of Arabia ; the car fhall hear fuch wonderful muflc, as 
one only ftrain thereof were fufficient to lull all the 
hearts of this fublunary world afleep : In fine, there fhalt 
be none «f their fenfes and faculties which fhall not be 
tranfported and ravifhed with infinite delights. What i» 
all thi« but fenfual pleafure ? Ca^n there be any plainer 
defcriptioD of bodily enjoyments than this ? Why do. 
they then malicioufly traduce the joieffenger of God, an4 
rcfift the truth ì 

But they will fay, that the pleafures which they ihalj 
enjoy after the refurreéUon, will be refined and fpiritual' 
%$ their bodies flialLbe : whereas^ they fay, our prophet 

E 5. 
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iBtìmates grofis, carnal enjoyments, as the company of 
beaùt^ul women, and fuch amorous delights. 

Certainly, they are wilfully blind, and fhut their eyes 
againft the light, or elfe they would eafily fee through 
the veil of allegories and metaphors, which our divine 
Prophet ufes in the Alcoran, to adapt the do£lrine of 
heavenly things to the dull capacities of men, even as all 
the prophets and apoftles have done before him. In the 
book of the gofpel, paradife is defcribed under the figure 
of a moft magnificent city, built all of gold and precious 
ftones, with a river flowing by it, and trees whofe fruit 
never withers, nor their leaves fade. Will the Chriftiana 
take this iii the Kteral fenfe, or do they own it to be an 
allegory ? If the latter, then. Why do they blafphemc 
the facred oracles of our holy la<vgiver, becaufe he de-» 
fcribes the felicJties of paradife under fenfible figures and 
types, fuch as are moft apt to work on the affeélions of 
men ? 

It is not to "be thought, that our enjoyment of beauti- 
ful women in paradife, fhall be attended with the leaft of 
thofe impurities which (lain it in this life. Our pleafures 
(hall be agreeable to the place whither we go, pure and 
immaculate. As we fhall there cnj®y the perfedion of 
beauty, without the fmalleft allay of deformity, fo, in 
our enjoyment, we fhall be tranfported with the heightk 
of extacy. Without the Ica'ft mixture of pollution. 

Nor fhall thefe bodily delights fuperfcde or hinder òiir 
more fpiritual enjoyments ; but both body and foul ihall 
|»e ravifhed with eternal felicities. 

Tell me,, thou who art the key of the treafures of 
truth, whether I am now fufficiently armed with reafons 
to witbllànd the cavils and objeé^ions which the infidels 
make againft our holy law. I have laid at thy feet my 
fentimcDts^ fubmitting all to thy unerring wifdom : vouch? 
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fafc to confirm what I have well faid, and to correA my 
errors ; and, in the midft of thy diving ejaculations, 
glance a thought on the humbleft of thy flaves, pfeying 
for the exiled Mahmut, that he may pcrfcverc in the true 
faith, and, at the end of his life, may tafte the joys of 
paradife, which he zealoufly àfferts againd the infidels. 

• Paris, loth of the -ad Mood, of the year 164J. 



IX. — To the Kaimacham. 

AAr HEM I informed thee of the fiegc of Perpignan, I 
had not heard of the extraordinary honours which were 
done to the Prince of Morgues during that iiegt. This 
prince was a fubje£l of the King of Spain, and had in poi^ 
fefilon the town of Monaco; yet, for fome difgufts which 
he had received from the Spaniards, he fome years ago 
had thoughts of throwing himfelf upon the protcélion of 
the King of France ; but difficulties arifing, it took not 
cfe^ at that time» However, io the year 1641, by the 
dexterity of the governor of Provence, he was fo far 
wrought upon, that a French garrifon was, by his con- 
nivance, put into Monaco^ and he totally threw off his 
obedience to the King of Spain ; and- though great offers 
were made him by the Cardinal of Savoy and others, yet 
he rejeAed all ; and to demonftrate to King Philip, that 
his foul was altogether French,, he feat him back the 
collar, which was the badge of his knighthood, beflowed 
on him in the Spani(h courtr ~ 

After which, four galleys of Naple»- cruifing on the 
fea before Ville Franche, one of them, by the order of 
the captain, failed to Monaco^ not having heard of th^ 
revolt of this place. The prince invit«d the captain to- 
oomc aftore» and^ as foon as he was landed, tbrecfcoK- 
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Frenchmen, who lay hid in the boat which carried the- 
jneflage, boarded the galley with admirable refolution, 
killing near, thirty Spaniards who made rcfiftance, and 
the reft yielding, the French took poiTeffion of the vcffcL 

The prince failed in this galley to Marfeilles, with his 
fon, who is dignified with the title of a Marquis, and» 
taking their way through Provence and Languedoc, 
came to the King of France, while he lay with his army 
before Perpignjaa* 

King Lewis, to whom nothing is more delightful than 
to reward the merits of brave men, careflcd him with ex- 
traordinary demonftrations of affe^on, and acknowledge- 
ments of his fervice ; fending his coaches to meet him on 
the way, caufiBg hie army to appear in battle array, car 
tertaining him at hk own table, and doing all things 
which might honour, the arrival of this prince at his 
camp ; and, to inake him amends for the lofs of his or- 
der of knightliood» he invefted him with that of the Ho- 
ly Gboil, whioh, as I kave in my former, letters told tbcc, 
is a fair ftep to make one a peer of France» 

I thought good to inform thee of this pafiage, illuftri- 
oua niiuiiler, in whofe power it lies, to lift up to digni* 
ties, and the great charges of the empire, men in whom 
thou perceived a genius capace «f great undertakings. 

God dire^ thee* in making choice of fuch a» may be 
/cffedually ferviceable to the Grand Signior. 

Paris, 17th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1643. 



X. — To AcHMBT Bexg. 

4t £ee«i& an if the btc revohilioD io Portugal had embli- 
iered tJk Spaniiunds to defpair, and fwelled the fpken ^f 
Ibaft jMtipn with ioftipportaUe rancour» The Mk wUc^ 



Book II. A SPY AT PARIS. 109^ 

they cannot hope fairly to recover by arms, they feek to 
revenge by difhonourabk aflaffin and treachery. 

The Marquis de Los-Velez, the Spanifh ambafTador 
at the court of Rome, could not brook to fee there an 
ambaffador from the King of Portugal, whom he eileem- 
ed at beft but a fubjed, or a traitor, to Philip his matter. 
He tried all means to prevent apd hii^der his audience 
with the pope, and openly demanded, that he might be 
fent back into Portugal with difgrace ; but the Sieiir de 
Fontenay, lapsibaifador from France, fupported and 
countenanced thè Portuguefe minifler, which precipitat- 
ed the Marquis de Los-Velez to one of the blackeil at- 
tempts that has ever ftained the records of time. 

Thou art not to learn, that the perfons of ambaiTadons 
are, by the law of nations, efteemed iacired ; their houfcsj^ 
fanébiaries ; and whatfoever injury is ofiered theim, is at 
leali accounted a civil fucrilegc : Yet the Spanifh ambaf- 
fador, finding the Biihop of Lamego ( fo was the Portu- 
guefe called) proteéled aa4 favoured ^y the French in- 
tereft, refolves tp leap over the fence» which fecure the 
immunities and fafety of his own fun£lion, and to vio- 
late the lawy without whj^h he himfelf could not fleep 
free from d^iger in his bed $ for being informed, that 
the Portuguefe dmh^iSa^or w^s g^nie Xq vifix fht Sieur de 
Fontenay* he goe^ opt of his ho^fe if i^h a train of about 
twenty men, ^nd*. covering hi^ àeùga with a pretence of 
going to the hpufe pf an eminent oardjinal, he takes th^ 
fame w^y l^ the Portuguefe bifhop wa^ to return to h^ 
houfe. But the French ambaflador hgvjng notice, that 
one of the mmi^uis's retinue wa» qh£^rf€^ to dog thie 
hiihop to his pid^ce, ^nd rcytun^ mmeà\^tt\y to }iis mat 
ter, fet feme ipifis jU|)on the Maria's i€ J-osr Veleni, who 
brought Vm y^otd, that the qa^rquis ha4 Qr4ered all his 
retinue to arm themfelves, and follow hisi. T^lù^ gj^^ 41 
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fufficient alarm and fufpicion to de Fontenay, fo that he 
commanded thirty of his fcrvants to arm likewife, and 
follow him in feparatc parties, at a diftance from one an- 
other, being rcfolved to protedl the Portuguefe, who 
was an ally of France, and to prevent the defign of his 
enemies. No fooner had the Bifhop of Lamego taken 
his coach, but notice was given to the 3panifh minifter, 
who immediattly advances toward him, big with the mur- 
der he intended to commit ; but the French appearing, 
and falling brifkly upon the Spaniards, killed fevcn of 
them in a moment, and broke through the reft, even to 
the very coach of the Marqufs, with a refolution to make 
Rim tail e the death he defign ed for the poor brihop ; but 
he had the fortune to efcape into the palace of a Spanifh 
cardinal, and fo faved himfelf. v 

The Spanifli ambaflador, lifter this, being iiettled at 
his ill fuccefs, and the favour which the bifliop of Lame- 
go found in that court, defigned to remove to Naples ; 
but the pope fet a guard on him te prevent , it, till fuck 
time as he had given hoftages- for the indemnky of hi* 
fiuncios in Spain and Naples^ 

The Neapolitan Viceroy being informed of thefe prq« 
ceedings, made great preparations ; and the Spaniards 
threatened to plunder and burn the city of Rome : But, 
upon niofc deliberate thoughts, the viceroy made (how 
of friendfhip to the pope, offering him five thoufand fol- 
diers to affili againft the Duke of Parma, thinking, by 
this fraud, to gain admiffion into the Ecclefiaftie terri- 
tories j which would facflitate the way to the fatisfac- 
tions they aimed at : But the pope knew how to .return 
the viceroy's compliment, without hazarding his own 
eftate» telling him, that the Roman forces were mòre 
than fuJHcient to conquer the duke, had he any other df- 
figns^than thofe of peace. , 
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By this paffage of the Spanlfli ambaflkdor, thou may- 
eft comprehend the licentioiifncfs of the infidels, M'ho 
dare trample upon human and facred laws, and that in 
Rome itfelf, where the fupreme mufti of the Chriftians 
keeps his feat. It was never known, that fuch a thing 
was attempted in the Sublime Porte, where the majefty 
and fevere juftice of the Ottoman empire ftrlkes an awe 
and terror into all people, rcftraining the very thoaghtg 
of fo heinous a crime. 

May the Confcryator of the ages haften the prefixed 
time^ wherein the Chriftian nations fhall be fubdued to 
the moflulman faith, that fo juilice and virtue» with per- 
petual peace, may blefs the earth. 

Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1643. 



XI. — To the V18IER AzEM, at the Porte. 

1 coyLD not let this poft go without a letter, thongh I 
have nothing material to write. However, it is a tefti* 
mony of my duty, to let thee know that Mahmut is net 
idle J that h'e fnfFers not an hour, a moment, to cfcape. 
Wherein be ftudies not to do fomc acceptable fervice t« 
the Grand Signior. 

All the difpatches which I receive from the Tortei 
feem like black clouds gathering on the margin of the 
horizon» the furc harbingers of an approaching ftomti 
One accufes me of negleé^ing the fervice of the maftcr 
of the world ; another tells me, I am too expenfive ; 'a 
third fays, the miniflers of the Divan will take other me- 
thods. They mince their expreffions ; no m«in w91 deal 
plainly with me. They mix threatenings with compli- 
ments, as if I were a child, and needed the difcipline of 
a rattle • and a rod. Would they have, me rcreife the -ée^ 
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crces of cuiliny, turn winter into fummcr, and change 
iLe whole orclt:r of nature : Or, is it expedcd, that I 
Hiould renew the exploit of Cadmus, and caulV tarth- 
born armies to arifc, on pvirpofe to furniih matlcr of 
news to the Porte ? I appeaL to thee, fupremc Vilier, 
at whofe nod the Divan is afFcmbled oi diffolved, whe- 
ther I dcferve the cenfures that are pafied upon me ì No 
man can accufe me of betraying my truft, or of holding 
any correfpondence with the enemies of the raufTulman 
empire. What is then my crime ? Am I to be con- 
demned for employing the money which is ' allotted me 
for fubfilU'uce to render my miniftr}' more fuccefsful ì 
Will they call it an embezzling the fukan's money, 
when, rather than hoard it up for my own private profit 
and convenlenciee (as I might do confiderable fums, were 
I fo bafely frugal), I frankly part with it to conformate' 
the affair for which I am placed here ? Or, is the Otto- 
man treafury grown low, that heretofore has fupported 
the indigent world, and by an exceft of rpyal munifi- 
cence, has been thrown to the filhes of the fea Ì Is Mah* 
iput alone to be cftcemed a prodigal in his prefent ex* 
pences, becaufe it is known that he was a flave in Siciljr} 
^nd tied down to the penurious Hint of a rigorous par 
tron ? Suffer mc this once, fagc minifter, to vindicate 
piyfelf, and to tell thee, that the hardihips and fquaUd 
circumdances of captivity would not be very fubfervien^ 
to the ends for which I am fent hither ; neither can a 
liiggardly pcnfion qualify me for the gepius of the courty 
fa which I ipuft be daily converfant, where all things apr 
pear gay and polite. It has not been xay cuftom to coat? 
plain without a caufe, neither do I love to grate my fur 
periors with whining remonflrances ; but it is my humble 
requeft that the minifters of the I)ivas vrould confider 
vu^ not ajs ^ drudge to a private mito ia PaleimOy but syi 
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the indefatigable Have of tbe nnpft opulent and liberal 
monarch in the world. 

In all thefc things I contra£l myfelf into a moft fub*- 
mifs reiignation to thy will, who art the vicegerent of 
the empire, founded on the rock of deftiny, befeeching 
thee to proteft me from the malice of whifpercrs, who 
envy me becaufe I ferve the fovereign of fovereigns, lord 
of the eaft and of the weft, and all that is between them^ 

May the eternal PofTeiTor of all felicS^ cuU out of hi» 
immenfe treafures fuch UelGngs as thou moft ardently de*- 
fireft in this life, and when he has led thee through all 
the apartments of human blif» on earth, may he trani]ate 
tilee to the palaces of Eden, the feats of an inunarceffiblf 
life, where new fources of joy ^re opened without end» 

Paris, %6ùì of the ad Moon, of the Year i #43. 



XII. — To MuRAT Bassa. 

JL HE floods have been fo great} and thofe alfo congeaU 
ed into ice, that there has been no travelling by fomt 
roftds for tbefe two bvopas, which is the reafon we hav^ 
been wanting in our ufual advices from Gernumy, Pied« 
mont, the Valtoline, and other parts. 

Yet now the pofts bring a glut of news to this dtyt 
Friburgh, a town in the parts of Saxony» is at this timf 
beficged by Torftenfon, general of the Swediih armyi 
He invefted it the eleventh of the firft moon ; and peopU 
are amassed to hear that it has held out to this time, bet- 
ing a place of no great ftrength, cfpccially- confiderinj 
how foon Leipfick furrendered to the lame forces ; 9 
town well fortified, and ftored with all things necefiary 
to fuftain a long fiege. By this thou mayeft obferve, 
how much the fortune of war many times depends on one 
fuccefsful battle. 



114 LETTERS WRITTEK BY Vol. ir^ 

When Torftenfon firft lay dbwa before Leipfick, it 
was generally believed he would find a ftout rcfiftance 
from the inhabitant*, and an inflexible refolution in the 
garrifon not to yield that important place ; and perhaps» 
they would not have been miftaken, had not the Imperi- 
alifts (out of a generous defign to relieve it, and raife the 
fiege) hazarded a battle. The Archduke of Auftrir 
(whofe name is J^opold) and Picolomini, as foon as they» 
received advice tMt the Swediih army had paOed the 
Elbe, and entered into Mifnia» took their direfteft way 
to ftop their advance into thofe parts ; but it had bee» 
better had they kept their quarters, for in one battle they 
loft all the glory which they had before acquired ISj 
their arms. Torftenfo» was already intrenched before 
Leipfick> when his fcouts brought him intdligence that 
the Imperial army was near at hand. He immediately 
difpofcs of his baggage in a fecure place, draws out hi» 
cannon, and having left a fufficient number of foldiers txy 
guard the pofts of his camp which were neareft the city, 
he marches dircdly toward the enemy, and poiFeiTes him- 
felf of a fpot of ground very agreeable to his occafions ; 
it was called the Plain of Brittenfielé. This place he de- 
figned for the ftagc whereon to perform the part of a 
prudent and valiant' general ; for, as fooaas he came in 
fight of the German vanguard, he caufed hit army to re- 
treat faintly, as though he had no intention to fight. 
The German» purfue the retreating Swedes till they were 
got into Very narrow ftraits betv^-ecn two fteep moun* 
tains, not much unlike the Capi Dervent in Bulgaria 
(where the heydukes, taking the advantage of the heights, 
comoiit great robberies on the caravans that travel through 
thofe ftraits, rolling huge ftones, or rather rocks, down 
trpon the pafTengers). Here the Swedes turned about, 
tod falling behind their cannon, which Torftenfon had 
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caufed to be planted in thcfe ftraits, played furioufly on 
the Germans, while the mufqueteers which he had or- 
dered on the fides of the mountains galled them from 
above, yet lay themfelves invifible under the covert of 
thickets, which grew on each fide of the ftraits. It wa» 
the left wing of the Imperialifts which was thus enga- 
ged ; and Picolomini, who commanded them, gave ad- 
mirable proofs of an undaunted courage, appearing at 
the head of his fui-prifed foldicrs, and heartening them 
with words and aótions full of bravery ; but his labour 
was loft, for ^m thoufand fled without drawing a fword. 
The Swedes purfued them through ^he ftraits, and re- 
entering the plain, engaged with the right wing of tht 
^ Germans. The battle was fierce and bloody. General 
Picolomini did wonders, and many brave Germans fig» 
nàh*7.ed their valour ; but it feems as if the fate of Tor-^ 
ftenfon is to ruin the empire \ for, while the battle wa9 
yet equal on both fides, and the viélory doubtful, while 
the ground was dyed with a mixture of German an^ 
Swedifti blood, he falls into the main body of the Impe- 
rial army with a frefh refcrve, which fo animated th« 
Swedes, and difordered their enemies, that at length th« 
Germans, not able longer to fuftain the ftiock, left theiv 
cannon, and retreated into a foreft. Now followed a 
dreadful ilaughter ; for the Swedifii cavalry environed th« 
chafed Germans whom Coningfmark had hunted out of 
the foreft, and charged them with fuch fury, that they 
were moft of them cut in pieces. The Germans loft four 
thoufand men on the fpot, and as many more in the pur« 
fuit. 

I have fent thee in the enclofed paper a lift of all the 
officers of note which were flain in this battle, which i» 
efteemed one of the moft bloody that has been fought ia 
Europe, between Chriftians.on both fides, thefc two hua 
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drcd years. Thou wilt thtre find above three hundred 
commanders from whom a death not inglorious has taken 
their commiilions. 

The Germans alfo loft fbny-fjx pieces of cannon, fixty- 
five ftandards, all their ammunition, an hundred and fixty 
carts, and fix hundred waggons, with all the treafury of 
the Archduke Leopold and General Picolomini. 

This battle was fought on the firil of the eleventh, 
moon, as we reckon, but according to the Chriftians ac- 
count, on the twenty. firft of the tenth moon. 

After this fignal vidory, General Torftenfon fhowed 
himfelf again before Leipfickj approached the walls, 
planted his batteries y and though the befieged at firH 
made (how of a firm refolation to defend the place» yet 
the terror which the late defeat of the German forces 
had ftilick them with, foon altered their counfels, and 
they furrendered upon honourable conditions. 

Ili the mean time, General Picolomini and the Arch* 
duke of AuAria are retired into Bohemia. The German 
court is full of apprehenfipns, and new levies are every» 
where making to jùla the ihattened remnants of the army* 
The Affairs of the King of Hungary are at an ill paff^ 
and all things look with a cloudy afpeft on the empire. 

From the Me of Italy v?c hear aotbiog of mamcntr 
but the S}iamard« wt taking fiicb m^^urca aa n»y beft. 
»epw the lofs of Tortona \ aad to th>t «nd» the Duke 
Qf Mikn is making all the pre purations which are caf- 
tomary in fu^h c^fes. It is faid here they mtend to re* 
cover that place again. 

May thcfe quarrels of the infidels continue' till the de- 
terminate time (hall come that our vi<$lorious armies fhall 
iiibdue them to the muffulman empire. 
• Paris, 7th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1645. 
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XIII. — To t/je Kaimacham. 

^^HÉN I Cent thee word of the death of Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, I thought it the fame thing as if I had prefented 
thee with the head of one of the moft dangerous enemies 
of the Ottoman empire. That head which, while the 
owner lived, was always plotting of mifchief, had it not 
been diverted by nearer intrigues, would not have failed 
to put fome horrid defign in execution a^ainft the Sub- 
lime Porte, which, of all the thrones in the world, feems 
alone to overtop the grandeur of France. 

But this court feenis to play the hydra, for no fooner 
is the head of one of her prime minifters laid, but up 
fprings another in the room of it, equal in vigour and 
fubtilty J and we have ftill as much reafon to apprehend 
the counfels of Cardinal Mazarini as before we had to 
fufpedl thofe of Richlieu. 

The generality of the people at firft looked for ano- 
ther conduét in the king towards the creatures of the late 
minifter, fince he himfelf, toward the latter end of his life, 
fcemed to fubfift in the court rather through the neceffity 
the king had of his counfels than any motive of affection. 

However, the king has exactly comphed with the car- 
dinal's dying requefts, in honouring fevend of his rela- 
tions and friends with places of confidcrable truft ; and 
it is to his laft recommendation Cardinal Mazarini is obli- 
ged for the authority he now poflefTes, in ufing of which 
he difcovers a refined policy, and a modefty which hath 
but few examples. 

The many combinations and attempts againfl Cardinal 
Richlieu, and the king's coldnefs to him during the iiege 
of Perpigoan, fufficiently inftruéled Mazarini that it was 
impofiible to poiTefs fo eminent a charge without draw* 
ing on him the esvy and hatred of the grandees. He 
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cohfidered alfo that he was a ftrangcr, whereas Richlieu 
was a native of France ; therefore he unites his intereft 
with that of two great officers who alfo courted the 
king's favour ; the one is fuperintendaot of the financesy 
the other fecretary of ftate. Thefe being longer ac- 
quainted with the nice tranfa6lions of the court and the 
intrigues of the grandees, do him no fmall fervice with 
their inftruAions, and likewife abate the popular fpite, 
or at leaft ftiare it with the cardinal, lince nobody will be 
fo partial as to lay the blame of any mifcarriagc on him 
alone, who feems to do nothing without the direftion of 
his two partners (for fo he calls them, as if thefe three 
(hared among them the authority of the defun6l cardi- 
nal). This is a pure trick of Mazarini ; and he ferves 
himfelf of them as we ufe a ladder, defigning by their 
means to mount by fafer fteps, and on their (boulders to 
lift himfelf unenvied'to the helm of the ftate. Not but 
that he is adually invefted with the primacy by .the king, 
but he is willing to divert the ftorm which that will draw 
upon him from the nobles ; therefore he cunningly feems 
to decline it, pretending an earneft defire to withdraw 
into Italy, and in the interim has chofen thefe two for 
his colleagues. Thus he grafps with one hand what with 
the other he feems to reje£l ; and by his magnificent liv- 
ing,' his obfequious court, and obliging carriage to all, 
he demonftrates, that if he ftiould pafs the Alps, his 
heart would be left behind him in France, and that he 
only aims to be eftabhfhed in the miniftry with univerfal* 
applaufe. 

It ihakes me fmile fometinies to fee what pains, he • 
takes to entangle himfelf in infinite hazards and trouble, 
as if he were of a conditution like that of a falamandeff 
which cannot live out of a fire. 

The gteat God increafe the virtues and graces of the 
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illuftriotts kaimacham» asul of all the mimftert that ftaad 
by the bright throne. of jufticCy the feat pf the Ottoman 
empire. 

Paris» 20th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1643. 



XIV. — To the Venerable MuFTi, Frince of the Interpret» 
ers of the Law and yudges of Equity, 

A CLOUD of forrow overfpreads the kingdom of France; 
their fun is fet ; the mighty Lewis, for whom all Europe 
had been too narrow had he hVed, is now confined with- 
in, the limits of a grave. He died at St. Germains yef* 
terday, being the fourteenth of the fifth moon, having 
left his queen poffefled of the regency, and Cardinal Ma- 
zarini of the prime conduA of the fiate. 

He was a prince of great virtue, which, with his fuc- 
cefsful conquefts and vidlories, procured him the' envy of 
his neighbours ; and fome critics among his own fub- 
jeéts pretend to find many faults in his proceedings ; as 
breach of royal promife to the Governor of Saumur, 
when he delivered him the key^ of the town ; to the Ro- 
chellers, in not razing Lewis's Fort. Among foreign- 
ers, the Duke of Savoy, the Duke of Lorrain, and the 
German Emperor, charge him with breach of articles in 
his treaties ; fo does the King of Spain ; and aU of them 
complain,^ that he alone has involved all Chriftendom in 
^ar and blood* 

Every thing has two handles, and men are apt to take 
all thills !by the wotft, efpeciaHy in cafca of this oatiuv. 
It is dif&cult for a fovereign mopareh to carry himielf fo 
evenly in peace or war as to efcape obloquy, efpectaUy if 
he be vidloriou?. Lofers muft. have leave to' be peeviih. 

Sut I forget that I fpesik jbo him who can repeal the 
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''featenoea of gcealxril monarcìu» bdF^i* Who& uaemng 
tyibttoal all earthly ilìgiiitùs ilax^ «ate ; therefore» ?^okl- 
iflg ail impertinent gloiTe&i I will only prefent thee with 
what is proper to be Uid without partiality ia Lewis's 
vindication, being matter of fad> and leave the decifion 
to thy facred judgment. 

Herein it will not be amifs to call to mind how the 
Kings of Spaia and the whole Houfe of Aullria have in- 
vaded and diilurbed the peace of Europe from time to 
time thefc many years. 

The ufurpation of Navarre by Ferdinand King of Ax- 
ragon began the fatal jar, when he dcpofed John of Al- 
bert and Catharine his queen, though he hknfelf had no 
other title to this kingdom than what the ùvosds of the 
^ Arragonians and Caftilians gave him, being of Pyrrhus 
and Lyfander's.mind, who knew no other limits to thoir 
dominions than what their enemies ilout refinance fet 
them. Thus Navarre being adjacent to old Cadile, Bif- 
cay and Galicia, it became a prey to Spain- Add •to 
this, his breach of royal word to Catharine de Medicis 
(Queen- mother of France), to Don Antonio the next 
heir of Portugal, the Dukes of Savoy and Parma, and 
Catharine Dutchefs of Braganza ; that he wottld acqui- 
efce to the Chamber of Lifbon, in the cafe ,of fucceifion 
to the crown of Portugal, when, contrary to all law 
and juftice, he invaded that kingdom unawares^ making 
it a tributary provitioe to the Spanifh crown. 

It has been the ufual methods of politic and wife 
princes, to check the torrent of their neighbours grow- 
ing greatnefs, to lop the luxuriant btanches of ill*^ttea 
empire ; and had Henry iV. of France pirolonged his life. 
It is thoughts he would have reconquered Navarre, and 
planted the flovver-de4nces in Fontarabia and Pampelonc. 
Who then can with juftice tax L^wls XIII. for managing 
a war which all the world expected of his father ? 
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Moreovtr, tlie Spaoilh method» in cosquering Mexica 
and Peru, two mtghtj «mpirea in America» th^ir bar* 
barous crueky» their iohuman butcbery of above twenty 
mHions of the natttres» when neither dignity» nor age» 
nor fex was fpaiedy but all became a iaerifice to their in- 
iattaUe avarice of gold, w^s a fufficient argument to in- 
cenfe all the princes tn the world agatnft. them. 

I have no intereft in . France, any more than I fli0uld 
have in. Spain> if I were there : I only |llead fu^ jnftice. 

It was time for Franose to be alarmed and Hand upoK 
her. guard, when (he faw hef potent neighbour planting- 
frefli alliances and interefts,. Uke batteries rouiid about- 
her. Had the danger only threatened frpm beyond the- 
Pyrennean mountains, Ihe might have waited their defigns ;. 
bat when Hie .faw fo many powers and ftates united in 
ek^e leagues, and whoUy fubjeéi to Spain, it was time 
to beat the drum, and carry the war from home ; it was. 
time to climb the Alps, and take a furvey of Spanifiv 
Italy ; for the kingdom of Naples, the dutchy of Milan, 
and the ifland of Sicily, the Dukes of M^ntua^ Parma,, 
and Urbin, the Princes of Mafia and Piombino, with the» 
free dates of Geneva and Luca, did then all march un- 
der the banner of Spain ; fo that none but the Great, 
IXike of Tufcany, with the republic of Venice, were, 
left to wlthftand his threatening arms. Who will now 
bbme King Lewis, for drawing into hi| confederacy the 
Hollanders, Hef&ans, Grifons, and the Swedes ? How. 
could he otherwife diflblve that formidable union afore*^ 
feid? 

Befides, the murders of Henry III. and Henry IV.. 
the one killed at St. Clou by James Clement, the other 
at Paris by RavaiUac» were fo apparently hatched and 
eommitted by. Spanifii counfel and inil^ence» that had 
Lewis, the Uyte king, no ot(ter reafons to ftand upon 1^ 
FoLII. r 
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gàtaéf and thterfe the motions of Spoiot yet tibaft wcKe 
-enott^ to joftUy his warlike preparatioaa «gitnft that 
crowa ( fior beMe$ the motivet of a JHft rnvenge» tibK 
oemsioii jcafenfet of ftate nuift ooeda piompt Una to do 
his utmoft in prcventioD of^i^anifli intrignrs. 

i^ Nbr on^t hit Hatching «vith the infinta to haire 
^mn him any greater -iiecurity ; 'fince, nador the faireft 
gnSif tnaiiy time» hirfct ^ moft senenoos fnalEc. What 
Spain could not do by open foice, nor faorct eonfpiracy» 
(he hoped might faeaocoapliflicd hy tfait'fjpeeioiit'mar. 
liage ; and it was no fmafi ùep towanfo it, that the 
.imniero» «rain of Spaniards which came into France 
^ththe in&nta» prdenlly fcrewcd theinfebes intoaU 
office» and places of troft both in dinrch and Ibte ; 
daily making parties and peniioners for Spain» 4iU at 
length «M France grew weary of them ; fo that the king 
was conftrained to- fend them home again ; cUe k m 
inore than paobaMe» ^int in n little time he might have 
feen this ftawnfliing kingdom in a worlfe condition thali 
ewer had been known %efbfe. He has ahready fee» the 
bowds of France npt op hy inteftine broih» and wdtcr» 
Hg in its own Mood ; he has feen the princes and nobles 
anned agtdnft him, dcbaucUng and alienating the alegi- 
ance of the French gentry» clergy and eommons» and 
<0TCting their penicious rebellion under the nudk of lee 
Holy League. He has feen the Duke of Rohan leading 
1^ and down an army of twelve thoufand foot, and 
fwelte hundred horfe». at the king of Spain's coil ; he 
bimfelf with his brother Soubize, being both peniioners 
to the King of Spam, the one receiying feurteen» the 
etiter eight thoufand cmwns a^yean In fine, he his 
tan dieibongeft cities and forts of Ftcardy, Nomandy; 
SBDn kMxt protinces tn rraaieei plundcMd ftid pwsgev 
iff ilyiagannies of Spaniards and Imperiafifts» cren when 
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1m kail A!tMcA ^? any lisch ^isioftwie» hehg al tte 
flwie timt ittfoked in csvil wars with Us own fubjeéb» 
After nH «fait, iuid ht%ot raekm to prcnreai: tlneilike iiit£- 
diioA Ml inea^os for tlse fatoi^, by tnmfportiaf'tiie 
var into hit tmnmm oooatn«i, who lud.coniiaùtted S$ 
mmf héflAiticfi «od-mvages In h» ? It was e«vtainly Ujg^ 
time for Fnmce to rouze up hermartiai genius, -aii4 
]Hwe off hèr dfeaani^ Aeovy, wfaoi Spain waa lb Vnfy 
with tl|e pmaidu 

Tàcfe arrtht argomenta that mny be dkgvd tn nnd£^ 
£«ùon of the Jang o£ France^a condwd toward» Spain» 
And not much kis is to be recriminated i^n^the £mik 
pcror cf G er ma n y , iOifeking tite dii|c^y of Clem'and 
Jttlieit, wath-numy towna and biftopric» in the conntiea 
of Luxenbarg and JLe Maro, as aUb in the frootieza of 
SwICerltfad and Lon»ia% Hia^roaqutft of the P4attnat«^ 
with the chi<»f(^ cities^ forta» . and paffiet of t|M Gfifoiw i 
Ua reducing* the lives and libcalies of that people t^r 
ifaeir hA gsip and period,- was a MBI^eiDt m^t to the 
FiPfnch'i^g to put a fpQc4yoliec]i^4o<tbÌ8 jnoffidi^ig 
gvandeuf of iht Houfe of .Auftri^i^ - . . ^ 

. I leave the oe^Grm^^^tkiu of. thefe n^at^s .to thy fagip 
wtTdem, great arlùter of jufticet a^d.bowiog my hea4 tg 
ll^ duftf awé% il^iie* . > . . .^i 

Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, of \ht ytfur t^ij; 

[].. t I' fi l > -Il "II. '"^ JL .;a. >^ ' ; .J '^ M ' ' V 

XV.— To Mr Riis Etfèwdi, Fnncìpaf Secretary ùf^ 

State. * '•' • 

XiHaiE diiys ago, Xewis XJI,!. £ii|g pf Fsfmce. an^ 
Jjénmra» iw «mfttld by tH^ l^ing ^f Unro^ and forc^ 
l»m»iÌMigr«iHÌ dalli te CM and Nature; lapyttnfst 
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fay before ii was due, bHit fooiier tlMui'tliè d^iiftMnMl 
time of payment, being not full forty-three years old. * 

Yet Heaven was fo» indulgent, as not to folfer thte grk» 
méffcngcr of fate to friàteh him heiice without a previo»* 
fummons, his diftempcr being a lingering cotif«Hnp«io&, 
which gave him frequent rntiraatioos of his ialding 
Strength. 

There are hot wanting fiich M whifper, that he ws» 
hurried out of the world before his time by feme nft* 
iiatui'al artifice 5 and the common fort fay, thactMaz»- 
Tini's fcarlct looks of a more fangttine hue thato it did 
•four days ago. ' 

The reafon of this jeiioufy, I fiippole, is gmm^d or 
the famiKantythat has been obferved between the «ow 
queen -regent and the cardinal ; both alfe b^ngftrangeit 
«to the French blood, (he a Spaniard, -and he an Italian. 
1 will not determine h<^ far thefe - refleéUons are jofl»- 
'fiaUe, becaufe I know it -is impoffible for perfons in their 
'ctrcumftances to avoid the cenfure of bufy prying minds, 
in fttch a junéhire as this ; yet fome, who move in a 
fphere above the vulgar, cannot forget by whofe inftigap 
tions his royal' father, Henry the Great, was fent out of 
thè world. 

The known familiar accefs which the Mai^uis Spinola 
gave to Ravaillac at BruiTels, the private entertainments 
•between theiii a little before that murderer gave the 
fatal blow, together with other circumftances, amountidd 
to more than a ftrong prefumption with the Fremh, 
that Spain was the principal author of that tragedy» - 

And the fudden exclamation of Franeifoo Corvini» an 

^Italian aftrologer, the -night befofe the king was kffled, 

made fome men caft an eye of fufpicion beyoaétiic Al^ 

^For he, ^landing on the leads of his houfe jn Fl^frenct , 

is though he were obfcrviog the ftan» en a CtMffk 
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Awàp^d-ìHtb' W bot» and. Uà, " To-xmcureixr the mp^^ 
potent monAidi. of fiurope wUI be killed." But fomc^ 
etmonàihedb ioKigÌBe ke iiad hia intelligeace AeareT.lmnd 
tbaik^from^Uue lieaarfim, and -that rather kme of the 
giwat Itaikn ftant had made hia thu& profrfietic. ^ 

r Hfioce by Qompiuriog thefe tùnea with thofe^.the prc^ 
knt regency of a Spaniard» and faperìnteodency of 9M 
htlìm* «rcatcft a like fufpiooa ta thcFi^nch» cPOcemiDg» 
tbe dotth'^ Lewis XIIL whp^ though he died io hia 
bed» yet .mi|^t aa weU be murdered' by a drug» at hi» 
feher was by. a? kDÌIe#- 

Thefe are the feeret furmifea of cabals» not a little 
keiglitooed >y receding on ^ taaie of bath theiv 
deatha ; botbdyuig in the&nie-inonth» the &m^ day of 
the menth» a&d miK^about the fune h«ur of. the day. 

Yet« notwithftaiQding thefe mimoara^' when l^s body 
fMia; o]rened^ and his entiaila tai»ea out a^d (earche4# the 
phy£eiaiia' gave- thcii» ieatence»r that h& dif d. a- natund 
dbath. Hia bowels are cariied to .St^J^Qanis^va town 
above thzee leagues from Paris, there to be,bu|iedi ap4 
hia body is embalmed» in order to its (epult^e in the 
fame pkce ; there being a roagnifice at church» where aU 
die royal blood of France is commonly interred* 

Yefterday I was in com^^y. with one of his phyfi- 
ciana ; «nd entering into difcourfe of the king's death» 
the common theine of dH compames at prefenc» he. told 
«Sa-thAt the king's wafting and death proceed^ from 
th^difproportion of bis moifture to his heat» the latter. 
being predominant in his coniUtution ; fo that not meet- 
ing with a iufficient check from natural humidity» it. 
kindkd conftant fevers in his body, which never left hjtpa^ 
tiUhelcft the world* r 

Hewaa a very de^vout.map in hia reVgi^c^t «idfcpe. 
6a^ vice» at leaft to outward obfepratioo. A Remark- 

^ 3 



wStAeiuMnee' ^ hiV piety he give itk hmjtMkt vA^m 
4Étenri|r ^ certain -coimtry vSlage» «he better iortniCift. 
Miilantt oiettd to sdttead lia isitit a canopy $ heaa^ 
imfrcéi ^ I h«*r jrou i»«e no dumb kecct, nei^cr jwiffl 
IfufiRsr a caoofyfof^ate to bcbome o«er ny liead in 
that place wliefe G«d hath «at a con&ciated roof ..to 
émeìì unéer ;" for taeb NazaicBca belkire tirat God 
4mfii:itt tlieirtemplM. . . ^ 

^ Ho Waatempccate to a niraek, la the miift of roydl 
datntkg; lioi iufiPeriog his piatelo bctmy his nitKc; 
He feornèd thofe pkafures whkh debafe the mtid ^ and 
took mi(n«4elighi in the iioil« of drums and trmapeta» 
ted «he romog of ca&no% than iathefoft blaAdaheseatti éf 
l^e. Me #0» adorned indth tnaay odiar vieGncs» wfaicà 
gaineé htm the km of all, and more d y e c Miy thè £ivo«r 
of Itea^n. Yct« a^r all. bis tiaorieB, Atoeefies and 
trmmphsy aB ^Mt can be now (M of him Is, he is dead* 
Thlis j»affi:9 away the glory ^ the greAteft- potentates. * 
God preferve our in^'neible Sokan ever gl<lrious, pros- 
perous/ 4ieaoDened aad imiaorCfll. 

I^aris, Ì7th of the 5th Moon, of the Year i6^2* 

ii iiiiaf ii;iii i jni ii i.>t,w awwBBBqogaBaaisiawi i \ un i t i^:^iammm 

%Vlip^To the Kaimacham. 

\ AM ^laeed tis an edx> hi Paris» to renk tor die Otèo^ 
man Forte, the fenAuary of the wodd» ^vrfiatfeever ankoa 
a noifein ChrifteMom. I hafeCeat m dMpaMlb to tìut 
Venerable mufti, as alfo to the pnnc^od £e«jcret«rf of 
fbte, containing the nemof the dealli of Lenrk^JEIIL 
"Kkig of Fraftce and Nmiirre. 

I nedl not repeat here what I have faid to l}ieiB»-bA» 
caiife'i kn6w they ^nH eomimiiiicate to dwc mylsMefa» 

Yet fnffcr me to fay (emethiog of th» great jsonaidb» 
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wkKH hÉà'hk taxwc be«n more duraUe, i»«i|U» ia aA 
probabiityv^knwe exceeded ,ali kb 4oyal pn^^cnkonb hold^ 
tti<liwcDiiqn^b ai>mad» Kid fak^al^dhile hm^ at h t inft 
bf jvvliidi^^ ^v« an tmiy ^Kciage, spearing at the hnt 
of annie»' at thole jean vhen otàer princef aie bi^ 
learakig die radtaents of war in tke academy^ ; j 

: W\mt ht^voi Bauman tìxmtmhejtnn'tìSMph^ 
begaa to difcover* hia valour asd cood*^ ill Sibdniing 
^àm idbek tt£ BoiBoa and B ret a gae » - lead»g an aony a- 
gamft tbenri» his o«m per&n». :, 

Yettiiat fiiocefa did not difcmmigt othen aS im U^ 
jeBM from- attempting ùtOn ìnfiirxcétions agwnÉ Jkia% 
Fane deereedt that he àoM gather the lameb «hick 
conpofed tut cuown iram anwngft fanars and. «loniSf wb 
whole life bttig xmt coattnixd éaàs» of «nr, ddicr at 
home or abroad^ and fometimes both. 

But that whidi moft exenalied liit patJeace» was tbe 
frequent interine broils and iafnneékians of his ewa f«b* 
jtStBf of .which he (aw no lefii than ten during hit itigiv 
fome of them headed tmddietttd hj Ac ponaea aS the 
blood: Nayvasif HeawenhadcuthimoiitlÌDrtlKtoibof 
war, when all ^ngs el£r wcie in a po&ire of peacBt 
His own Tuotner^ and Maanear'hii Uiafthaiy fevsiai fnaas 
caHed htm into the fidd, l>y Udcing up anns againft knuu 

When ^&orf had ereded <d>elxflc8 and odber laonti- 
ments of honour to hoi ia Itnfy and Spaia» and had cilL 
wAtKopbai aidicathio^ch ^he Alps aad Pyaaonean moua- 
tarns forche 'conqaeTOr'svAum r^heahs had asade'difc 
^Rlaac to few witk Grerman Uoad» aùid badefery -mhem^ 
hath hj fea and bad» kft tokens of his amkcUefii foa- 
tune» ccmdng to his own coaiitry|.iaJÌ«ad of trophies aaC 
hononrrto we!coin«-home*tfaeir foaereigny h» <ai« were 
alwwfs grated with the ^imwclcoaie aews^af thìt #ata jn. 
^Iiia oara idngdonu <" 
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Yet fe^thàt conldersj tiecd not n«rcmd<t at thcfe 
vuKon» of the ftate in France, or any other kingdom fo 
populous as that 18. Fn^ the economy of the tintvcrle, 
though it be gottmed by an eternal pro^dence l^hicfa 
<rtìnn^^ ctr, ytt\Vé fee the element* at "war with each o- 
ther, and that perpetually ; and out of this reftkfs ftrife 
and qtiarrcl; arffttsr' the health and good conftitmion of 
^»e natttral world. So ia it in the political world :' Nb 
kingdoRi'ér; conktttonwealth can (vka^- without purga* 
tions of her peccant and fuperfioous htxmoors, whfeh 
war eSfe^ as the mod appropriate 'and natural remedy 
in fuch cafe. • ' v 

Neither faadrLewKs any 'gneat reafon to be angry at 
theilc difotdfcr», fincc; through his prudent management, 
they fdmiftied him bcyth with the opportunity and means 
to reduce this kingdom to an entire ìobedtence, which his 
ftedeceiTorB could nerer accomplMk Thus, they ^ay, the 
palm^ the more it is opprelTcd with weights, (hoots up the 
higher. 

.iKogdooas aadattpires^'ifiteimtbval bodies; ^àve thtk 
pnoper ti^e «f fframthf anè..tlie jgenitts of each nation fti- 
mulatescit with a ilrong defire and appetite of ehlargiii|^ . 
ks dotoinioAs, which it never ceàfcs'to purfue, till ft te 
JrHvéd to the meridian and hdght of grandeur, though 
it be ofteh interrupted and' retarded in its courfe to ' ma- 
iSrtrity, by ftate-fcvets' and other makdies. 
' .Thus France» during the nonage of her growing ftate^ 
&k various ikocks and fits, often threatened with'a di£> 
fidution by the higb^wrotight blood of potent fadiofift ; 
yet, m her eonilitution» fhe had antidotes as well as'poi>« 
fdUs |. aiid her wife kings had ficill to check aàd curb a 
popular difeafe ; but none ever rooted out the caiife, ui^ 
.tiltbiik^eat Ijelvistook the cure in hand : he has »- 
waktttèd ail the vital poweraf of ftatei. and roufisd the 



1^^ foul 9f ^overament ; it i» he alone has cruihed .the 
Ijjift. h»4 of that fa^oi^ hydra» vhich &ur fo mapj xàgoB 
h^d ^xoccifed the arms of bis roy^ ancefton» .. 
, Wi9uldii thou know, b^ what methods he baa ^tccon^ 
plifhed this great work ? I will tell thee in a word ; by n« 
gour and feverity : He fleeced the rich j^boans of their 
gold>..aod kept the poQr in that conditioo, by continual 
tajbes and impofitioii9. 

Yet he was a prin^ of that admiiable temper in hi^ 
gOTeramenty that he acquired the epithet of JuiL 

His qncen is now itgent» according to the law of 
France» the dauphin being but four years of <ige« 

The Sovereign Arbiter of Fate giant to the glorious 
Sultan vidoiry over all his enemies» that fo thefe Weftern 
nations» when their courfe is run» may be fubducd to- 
the facred empire of the true believers* 

Bm-is, 1 7tK of tfae 5th Miion» of the Year 1641. 



XVII. — Ta the FetiertéU MufTi, Succefir of $ht Pro^- 
pheis and Mefingers of G^% 

X HY laft letter has confirmed the efFccls of the former,. 
an,d given me a Jrefc teftimony of thy paternal afFe<5iio;^ 
and fiicndftiip* It is an evident iign that thou takefl 
care of podr Mahmut» when» with an authority full of]^ 
t^pdernefs, tlaou reproved his faults» without leaving him. 
occafiou to defpalr. Such reprehenfions are a fovereign, 
bi^m to a wounded fpirlt ; and I hope» after an applica* 
tipj^. fweetened with fo much clemency, I fhall never ^o^ 
any thing which may merit» or need the difcipline requi- 
%e to a.gaugrene. . ^ 

If I was negligent in performing the penance thou be-j 
fofit enjoinedii me, I will now endeavour to niakc ttj^ff^^ 

»5 ' * ' " 



tion4' tf jtb« «ccooiit I gav« thce-of the reU^'oa of iMe . 
W«ftern paru was- too fuperficial and bricf^ I w$ nom 
eiil9irgeaodp!vef«o( tlie« vóbthfi chkf obfervatiQiis ^^d 
fiQaurk$ I l»a«e made duriog liiy refideoce here» and my 

I need fioi fte<|>i«iot thee with that which caufeo die 

'poitieft radure between the Rmnan and Greek chiirches. 

Cyril the patiìareb has £ud enough %q thee on that fub- 

jeft^ Thou knoweft» that the grand quaccd. between 

them is abo«t the fupremacy which the Jlo9iaii prelate 

datms over all th$ diurches in the world» by a dkiae 

sight. Slit neither Cyril» nor the friara of JeruMem» 

mxk whpm he- cen^fted* would infonn Uice» that this 

&preiQacy> wheiever it reiides» ia only founded -in right 

of the cmiHre* < They wiould make thee believe^ that the 

Chriftiao biflu>ps were, froin the begiaoing» AiTereigns 

eftabhlhed hy Qod} prin<;es iadependeitt of ihc ka^exM 

jbtptre ; concealing, that, the firfl founders of their pse- 

l^nded monarchy weee popr fiihermen» who never ^ dream» 

; «d of Aich a gf^u^r as .their (uccefforg were. aft^rwaiJ^ 

40Tefted wuh» hy the liberality of the Roman and Gra^ 

^i^itfnptron. It would be a reproach to them£BlvBps 

if they ibould. kt thee know» how holy and harndefs 

jmre the èra patriarchs of Byzantium and Rome» who 

scfuff d the honours and dignities of the world, and were 

«iidy ambitious of e:tceQing one another m vBtoe and a 

jjMous life. Their very addreffes to thee . are a.contradip-* 

^on to the ex<anplea of their predeceiTors, each party of- 

^^g treafures of gold», thinking to bribe the incorri^ 

jble Judge with, the glittering dirt* AfiurecUy.the feods- 

^«f ap ip%<^ci]^bk difcord are fown in tl]^e. iofifiek ; 

, ^Y are. tettled upon. t^e leips of enrpr, til^ ^, day frf' 

.^idgment. . .-.. ^.: . ■*- . .> ^ 
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tviBy thst ^Ite Home wok the cipitd feM oftht empiit» 
the Romabi biflwpfs had the fupetiority^ granted diem ; 
but when the imperiti nefidence'was t/anflatetl from 
thence to Byzanthim, by Conftantine the Great (ftdtai 
whom it derpres the name it now beafi of Cdnftantkfo)^, 
then the ecclefi«ftical fi]|>remac7 was é£é traiwferféd ta the 
patriarch x>f that eity, who enjoys it to tìél» day» tht^oiqpi 
ikc hvont o£ our inun^cent fohatis, wh<» lucceed the at- 
cient emperors of Greece. This fupedattve power the 
pepei of 'Rome wotild not recognise in any other but ttmar 
lelves» being loath to part with the authority they onoe 
pofieiTedy whence proceeded the ichiftn between the two 
chuvehes of the EidEfe and Weft ; and while the paan* 
archs of the Grc<^tans flielte^ their new-acqnted ho* 
noar under the prote^ibn of die emperors, the |M>peat 
partly by artifice, and partly by foi^e, made themMvea 
lords of Rome and the adj^At ten^a/ies, trieln^ the 
advantage of the abfence of ^e trnpei^avs» Ae patibili* 
mity of the fenators, and difci^d of the ciiifteas* Sup- 
ported witti this ifrineel;^ citate^ they excommunkace 4M 
the churches which did not fùbmit to them> as tht'lW 
WTcign prelates of the Chriftian wòrid, pubIMhiÉg ié#eie 
edi^s agaìnil the Greek chureh, and doing évcìy thing 
that might confirm the world in the belief of their aùtifà*- 
rhy and grandeur. The potentates of £nrc»pe, fr^lft- 
ened Mfith the thunder which the Roman pbntifis itfed,^ 
and ittdnced by other reafons, did homage to tbem, ik^ 
knowled^iitg their fovereign jurifiiiéltoh in the Weft. fa. 
^is ftatc they have cbirtir/ued ever fince, without jià^ 
i»g in any thing to the patrJarths of Cònftantfnoph;. ' -' 

There have been great endeavours ufed on both 69t$ 
to gain their refpeétive ends, and fifveral"genefa! touiidU 
were cdkd; that it, an aftembly of the chief brArd|a 
«id doAonr oiF t^'diuiches, to tx^xane aoè éddtk tke 
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dtScse«nce> , aiTd fofnet^c» .the faiheis of the. Gcóek 
qi;^Hi(;h hvft fubfcrjl^d a fubmifiÌQd^tQ the pope $ but afr 
£om 9» tWy. retuiikf d Jioniiev A<T ^^^'^^ rccant^d, and tliir 
bilie%ch,b«enT«jpjeFed aft w}àt as ierar. They aecufe tk«f 
RoyiiMift of partiality^ and fay, that the oouncila \rcre. 
fUcbedi;. yet:b<ktli p»tk9 Teem ta ghre sm cxtEaordiBftry 
drfenraice- to tbefe^gaieral co tmciky. belie vii^ that the 
Holy (ShQ^ -is there pfef(»t^ and g<udxs& them iato all 
truth» The councils» whkh they ejleem in&I&ht haT£ 
eoiilradi^deaGb other, ih» rf:pealÌBg whal^- dtet had de- 
creed, and ia third difòniralling thuc repeal. The couacds 
believe theaafeke» i[boi0£ the pope, Had 4he pope exaka 
huB&lf above the' cfyuneilsL ScHnetimes theiy have had 
tmoiw.khsfee pi^pe» togeti)«r, ail elaiming that «wbich ca& 
be the fighe bat of omw Id line, ihey have-iavobed 
^cmlblvcstliarfvck a labytiotb of difpntes* andcapvik, and 
areieatdngiled in^*ich a^cirde of abfurdities, dattheibberer 
ipart of'Omftiiu» bqgja to queftioa the authority botb 
of popes and c<!!«iidlB; inScnnuch aa it being generally 
. hoowiiy that «be hft affsmbly of this, kinà was naadie^ 
•.overrlded by the ^ents of the court of Rome, people 
%»af«d>not to pafs thia jeil on it, and fiiy^ ^ That the Holj; 
Grhoii >|^a fei>t from Rome to.the Gouncil of Trent in a 
eloak^ag '/^ intimating thereby the many inilm^^ion» and 
adviors wiuckweKe continually tranfmitted from Rome by 
the pofts to t^ fathers £tting in that council» wherebf 
aU thiBgi were determined acdprdiog to the )pope'& pleai- 
&are^ and ta thf ad^ntage of the Roman courts 
;; It i« pertain, the Chnflians now a^dàys Jaave^ abated 
olttcbof that blind obedience which chey formerly pad 
to the Jèlomanipontiffg ; ;^they begin to kt with their owo 
eyo»^ aiid^not with thofe of their priefts. There was ~a 
liìàe^'Wiiea many kings ^tr^e made to hold their crowns 
àii^ej}|the Roman prelates, who pceten^ied^a ri^ht tp 



ààSpàia of ail tbeldn^otM^^aml empires of %hó earth» a» 
mar'.of God*. Bat tke kwga df England, Swedelaifd 
«ad Denmarlk:» with Ibrae prince» of the German empire, 
and eke ftates oi^Holkuid, liave taught otkers the way to 
ftaad upon their guard ; fo tliat though tlie Brnperer of 
Genmi&X» Kìngs of France» Spat» and Boland» wiih 
the {»ìiK:es of Italy, profefs an obedience to the holy f^ 
ther, yet it i» rather ou& <^ a tnaxim of policy» than any 
Tcai perfuafioD ofydyigioa. 

Hie Sp«nianÌ8 i^em the mofl fupcrftitiouily deiwced 
to the fe&of Rome ; yet th^^y will not endure the ex- 
caoamunipalion which the pppe prooottricea a^ainft • their 
kmg above the fpace of ose day. It feems» upon fbxne 
old differ«nise betiveea then, it ia u(ual for the; h0ly ia» 
thar.toexoomnHioicate thie ibv<areigi> once a^year, that 
18» .ontiie Thurfday before v£a&er» -which i& the fame as 
our Feaft of BeivaiA. Naw, m I am tqid, .the 'Spaniih 
ambailador nest day prefent^ the pope with a geni^t or 
kosfie^ vipofi which the ceofure is .taken -off. Thi» is an 
fcdefiadic juggle;, and the court of Rome «fe a great 
deal of filch holy legerdemain to ke^p the ibna of the 
«hurch in their ohedienee. . 

The French, chiurch» riiotzgk in s^ things, agreeing, 
andprofei&ng aa entire obedience. to the Ropaan, yet 
claims to herfelf fome immunities, apd privileges which 
thtr court of- Rome is very loath to gmnu Hence it comes 
to pais, that there arife frequent contefts between tbfi 
popes and the kings of France,, vibkh s^c. geoerially acr 
Gomn^dated to the advantage of the lattei^ the pope not 
being waiing to try the forcclof THE LAST REA^ 
SON OF KINGS : This is a:,motto, engraven. oji.,^hf 
French king's canoon» whiph he has threatened to carry 
to the walls of Rome» if.the |M(»e (houldtiatrendk p^.^hf. 
Gallic^ rig^ts-i .'.... ..4 
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But though they thu» di&gtve In iome «ceties of 
ftate, yet they, and alt the reft of the ^ftatloti» vridita the 
Romai) GonnnìiDÌon, have but one fonn of àìvint fervicev 
which t4iey call the Mafs, and it is the fame with the 
Grecian liturgy. On feilival days, it is folecn»Mfed wifb 
variety of choice mufic and fmgingt vith idfiiimerable 
was-tapers burning at noon-day. I have féeo, at fuck- a 
time, fixteen prieils before the altar» all vefUd iu moft> 
coftly filks, embroidered with gold and peark. 

Tkey have aHb many chapds and aitar»' in th« fame 
church ; and fometimes they celebrate vak oi> aH the «A- 
tars together, differing herein from thofc of tlie Greek 
cimimunion, who have but erne altar m a temple, for 
'whieb'diey plead antiquity, it never havitig %een known 
that the primitive Chrtfttans had any more. On the other 
lidc, ;the Romans ^ead conveniency fo^ the BliUtatude «f 
thetr altars ; that the pope has a power to difpenfe wilb 
the anckm rites and traditions in foch cafes *; 'and that 
nothihg was more reafonable, than that their ahars IhouH 
be mttltrpKed, as the ' tiuÀiber of their pvofHytea ind 
prieils mcreafcd. 

I win not pretend to decide this controicvfy» Fera^ 
me otily toiay, that the faithful mufiubnans have mow 
reafon to require feveral preachers at the fame ttme i|i 
our magnificent moiques, where it kt impoffible for dH 
the-auditoEs in fo vaft an affembly to hear and under- 
^nd tke law eapounded by one nan, though it be petv 
ibrmed in ikt Tolgar tongue ; whereas their ierviee is ee- 
Mmtted hi a langtstge whereof the midtkttde are itttaily 
l^orant; it matters not imich whether they, are fiea» die 
."prieA^'liie^aliar^ or afar off, imce they linderftaod not 
a wtsfdbeiays; andthe Grecians jndge it fufideAt to 
hi fnrtifettt'àt'this their ^aily factifice^ though It ^fae «t 
4K*nrf fttfdMf Aft'teaiffe^ ...... 



Aisethcr éi&rcoce there » 1^ between thefe two 
^urcbet^: The Romaa allows not a oiarned pneft, tm« 
kfs io fomc extraQidkìBiy cafes» and then the pope's éS- 
pen&tioa rnuft be procured; but oonctfbinage is connived 
at, though forbidden by the canoms of the church ; 
wheiicas thou knoweft, that all the Grectsm papa's marry, 
and get childreiK 

The Spaniards, among «IViIk: nations wkhin the Rd- 
man pale, are- reckoned the bed Catholics^ but the worft 
Chriftians ; the French are ùàd to be the bell Chriilians, 
but the vnrarft Catholicfl ; and the Jkalians' are accounted 
sietthtr Catholics ifior Chrifttans^ : * 

f I know* not what reafon they have to ftate the difier« 
esce fo' between the two former; but the charader «f 
:the latter fuits in one refpcd with the ufnd proverb of 
that country, it being common in the mouths of Italtan 
gallants to fay» He that is à Chiiftwn is a fooL 
< The devouter fort of Catholics «pay a great* reverence 
itnd devotion; to the reKcs of their faints* I could not 
.reprehend them for this, if- I wcpefure of two things, 
that all thofe whom they eileem as faints were resdly 
&ch, and tiiat aE the relics they keep, with fo niuch 
«eaeration, in their churches, did resdiy apfjMain to the 
perTons under whofe names they go ; for then tt wotiki 
he no more than what the true believers praétìfe through- 
out the woiid y and it is 'well known, that witeit a-picice 
of the garment of outholy Prophet was dipj>ed in tie 
water which th^ caf^ on the fi^nes of Conftaptinoplei tlie 
#ie immediaicly ceafed» to which before no ;ftdp «odd 
be given by ^^die méaàrf and endeavovra of tma.^ JW» 
&re^,, the bodies of the "preghete and meffengèra nfi^ 
God ftse.holyi and bavc*a power tìf- fimdifyitag'whaÉffvcr 
theyit«UQh|.pi!9diìGttg soften steracnlous xStBt^ %ii| ilis 
atadcs o£ men may id>ufe tU| tvutkto AM*«frfiptiiM*ii 

2. 
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cndzì ftjBd-th«rClMriftkn# t^eoìielves will- aqI JoyfUeve.^. 
ta. be XwH redlc$ of fa^uts» wiùch t\kdt crafty; jir^^^ Qxo^, 

Tfe«re«b€.itìnwiK^y^ other fe^s of CJiriiliaos,^ v^^hìch . 
are addìcr ip- copunuaion with the Roman aqr the Gre- 
ci^! chfyrolK^ |3ut, acculi ng them of idulatiy, . fepi^jrate. 
tlKflafely.es from their focjety, ofld form diflip6i congre- 
gftMQ««« Thefe are npt knawn io FxzucCf faving oaly 
the,Hugonot8, pthcrwife called Proteftants ; which laft. 
is a term comprehending all that have revolted, from the 
RiHi»ifi ehttccb» sttid:was éiil aiTum^ ,by the.j^utjk^f;^:^!!^- 
at Augfburgh in Germany. 

In Efiglandand Holland thcfc are abundance of thtfe' 
feels» fome of .them newly fprung up, others of Igng,- 
cr date ; and all thus far agree with the mufiuln:?ms,j. 
tl^, tJ^ey ufenojt pi(Sl\ir5s or imagi^s in their temples ; fo 
that were they xightly infixuded in the holy Alcoran, it 
would not be a thing altogether im^adicahle to per- 
iliade them ^o.circumcifion. There is a feel which tUej^ 
call Socfpiajas, who feem ^o prea«h out of the very. 
book of glory,, denyij^g the divinity of Jefus.thc fon o£ 
Mary, the Chriilians Meilias, fven as. our divine lav^givei;. 
do^sin feyeral chapters and verflcles of the Alcoran. . ■ 

Th^.QhriiUaqifhurch fecms to be a .ft?itdy . b»ildÀig,fc. 
wk«5co£pfeJa9y,Ì8.the corn^dqnc t If this were reraov-^ 
e4y.4U.woiil4 &11 to the ground. That which they c^U 
ih^ Hierarcl^, if it could once be diiTolved or p^v^f^ « 
à9W9^ p^^^lhoidd foon fee ail Chriilendom laid in ruins^ 
TUs Jiier^c^]^ ia a gradual fuhordmation of >arch})iih9{%^ 
biflM>p9.4i^dprieftt^ the inferior depending, on tl^c^ fupi;^ 
fior» an4 ?»^ denying, their orfers aQd ^igaities fronj^ th^ij^.. 
c^ief pajUi^rQl^ T^^ ^^ ^^ ^^M, ^'^^^^cpi^?%i 
^Atifjj^m.th^t JMIcq? Chriftendom tpgether : Were thifti, 
bttt^^onOE. htokp^. the jinit^d JiUereft.of. |lttro£e would 
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fbon fen tato pieces; -Tlie way aittll:' W» by btginnmg^ 
at the ìàWtnaé^ link; Còold-but the pft^s be rmdered 
independent on the bifhops» and on each other, ìi^woiiìd 
be a fòir ftep towards' dMmantlmg of the <>mworks, thefe 
priefrs dròvvfng infinite ntimbers of jieople afwr thcmi as 
it is api^arent in Geneva, Holknd, €wffifetlaitd add other 
placed, where they Mve quite abollHied the order and 
authority 6f biihops : And ivh obferfabk>^hat none of 
thefe fore-mentioned countries, fince that time, have ever 
been ihftrumental in oppofing the vi^orious .arra« of the 
Oriebman empire ; is-ifi wth thedbwnfel of epifeopaey, 
the charm were diffipated, which had for fome ages pre» 
cipitated thefe nations, among others, to a rafh and ob- 
liate fdìftancc of that Force whitJh » dèftiacft by fete 
to conquer and tefotm the world. 

Weigh this thought wdii, and thou wflt find, that iS» 
order of bifhopé is éifential and necciary tb the gjood e- 
ftate €rf ChHftendJm, and tliat the oràf way for the 
niuflblihans to undermine all Eorope, will to br-fr^phiiit 
thisordief, artd introduce an ecdéf^ftic indcpendeiicy a»» 
mong the |>rieil8, by which means every one Audi àffiime 
to l^iMelft not only his proper fragment of the fom 
dignity, but the whcdefondametttai power of a bMiop» - 
takfiig upon him to do thofe offices, which beforr it- wa$ 
not accounted lawfd fer any but à iHtired he$A to pi»- 
form. Hente, in' time» wiU foHòw iitnuneriMe inco»* 
vcf&iences» diftates atid broils,* and perhaps aa stiuff 
fchifms as there are particular prtefts to head them, Auct' 
evefy one wlU bfe apt to think himfdi capabfe of ^état- 
jàg to all the teft, and judge it below him to receive ttk ' 
law frcHn any : Thus ^ there be t dear ftàge fiw^» a«swi 
bftion, avarice sTnd hfft to ad tbeii^ parts on r and'^lieii^ > 
by the craft of defigning men, thr» fifpétftittwi t3Ìk^<m' 
and the eafi0e& of jthe crt^ifoiis} «Jiegreifidft^pdin» ihali^ 



ìm^i»)àmàéì^ daft it iviHibe diffidate «o find tm «ifeB>i»f 
the fame mind in articles of iaich» it^ will thai^ be eafy» «» 
tker by the intdligibk ivafens la tbc *AlcQi«it» or- the 
•more cogent arguoKnti of the fwoid» to- plant the true 
and Qttée&ed fiàOi in ^efe coontnesw The Creator of 
idi thingt faaikii his Holy Prophet's return, that aU na*- 
tttfni^ay- embrace hia hw^ affitrt hia unit^ and be Hat^ 
coi^araicd nno At gloriosii eaoipfare of the-QfiBsna. 

Paris, loth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1643. 
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SiNtE tlie death of King Lawisj aH menr eyes and ÌKartr- 
are fixed upon the dauphifi, who^ fhongh he k irtry ytmngr 
|Mt he Is a prince of a> forward geii^ and {«omiiing af» 
fcùi giving fignal proof» of a martial fptriti» 

One day, feeing the guards as tliey were excreifing; 
Aeir mnSy he difeovered an. eKtraonliuaiy cowplaoeQcyy- 
taié fatdto thofe-diat iftood by» ^ f had rather* be ^ ibi. 
sHer tiian a hmgy^^ imagining» &oia the Ibficnel^ahe is 4M* 
cnftomi»! to in thefe iniknt yeam, that^he life'o£'« (bk^ 
dier is iocompatiUe with that of aJdng* 

^Siaoe that timet lu haraffiBa; Us tutor and trteendiMft- 
^M ffaapdtkml tattib atestf goas and fwotds | MdCasdE^ 
«id Mazarkti^ not to baffle or chsecit' fttch geneaous teft- 
Mttons» has cuBcd oat acon^aìoA fiir luna, agttcÉUe 
In temper, only a year or two oider. 

Thefe young fons of M»s bèftow the» tfee"^f«fl^'ii 
IKooting Willi Iktic harmleiÀ engines mad^ 00 pxupofe fer 
the dauphin's recreation, in uniution of guns ; fomctim(qs 
wkh%dwt soli allows ; at other times they ftoeè' v^ 
«etiiM|«o«totMrt6nd^amts, andchBdfAr^d^^ M 
diefe kind of cxerc&s the dauphin grows, a great proft» 
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t9 9adkhìaok^.ììfbit'3S ut.omm at tit futust « 

AikpMuAuaftrokigcrlìasvidnilaled kit natnky. H« 
firophcfiea^ftraiige thing» of this yom^ pnnsr» m^ iJhI 
he <ball.cscdfiUhiftioyaLaBctlkii«k£eaitDf »nift| th«| 
fac ihali mAketkecroiMi of Fnmce ampcndl» Ifiving' fob* 
ducd SikBtft, Itii^ and Gtimuiy i tbfti he ihali fiiakc ik$ 
Oncmutmoj^i but ia tàc c^ ihtU be dcpoM by bit 
#wnftAye6U. 

I know not vriiat credit may be given to the profeflbn 
rf ihii faiiayti 4Kk99gàgà (he asdant -nikt of afii»k>gy» 
•n which the Chaldeana a^d other eaftern iages ground» 
ed thftr pre<££tiont» are now either wholly loft, or fi» 
cocriipud aad^obfiinired by the comioenta and gbflèa of 
later «ulhont thattbeit are hardly any fbotfteps of the 
original maauma to, be traced i yet, withovit troubling 
aftroiogera, pro^ttt- or wiant^ one nay pre&ge hots^ 
t^}BsltllKid i^ua of the dai^fihiny ihat. when he comca 
tpibeUas ftmng^ he wSl not be tdk» but Mow faia 
fvAcK'a ftc^ who, befare he was. thirteen years of agc^ 
afip^^cd at the head of anhies. ^ 
J X)k AaKHÌpalen^,fiard our ^lono^ fidtaa» ahd che 
capire eflahUbed by bis pwt» bnada i and «ay his bleit 
p^dkfiMidKmtbcToyal oA^inf» Jthat.tbe young iSui"' 
tm MAwfcttiHBty parfonn gyaaacr tUngi tban^jan ffiar 
phiAed of the Fnwdi daaipbitt. 
'Àtfi»' 6th of the7& MboD, of tlie^ear t^3. 
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)1^ wnriMtvecn Spuin «4 Poifaval fipae, the fans rtiiiQii 
Intiott in thofc pai^s. . t 
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; .XKe ifland.o j Tefcera wt» th» oi^. phèè that hdd.Dttfr 
againft the new kiitg^ vthm afi otkeis» mia; exprdlKMn» 
of es^tsaMiiiiary joy for. «heir «feH^rtoraiBce /fzomi the Cafti« 
IkayoJiKfy Ittbmttted^.flad aekD&nrbdf^ D.. Juaa d« 
Biagaii«a ^ tkc lawful licir of thatcpowo.: 

The refiftance ^hich the governor of this. Hland madé^ 
ohUged (he kip^ to fond ^ther a 6eiti»n number of fliipi 
•f war to block ap the plsoe^ and hiaio:^ the^haportaiiee 
of any proviitons ; and this courfe proved fvcce&fvAf 
ht though the Spaniards atiempled fevmd timts to re- 
lieve 1% yet their veficb were ekher taken by th^PottteP 
guefe fleet, or fent backagain, without doing' iiuk^ er» 
land { fa that at length,. Don Alvaro de Vivdros, the 
goi^emor, findkg hjntfdf rtfdiaced «o^^^^^at ftrattiC fa» 
w^ant of n^e^iTdricsi without ai^ho^s e£ being rdacvedy- 
was forced lo capitttb^ fltnd forÉeoder» 

The new king |ia«'niaide.«B alUancs with the SwedcSr 
whÀcb )» pf BO fins^' 9à^t&^ge i^ him» hMng «betdbtyr 
d|abiiih<d a-cemmierce with that country, and fur niihii^ 
hioifelf imoa^lheace with ptywier^ hodby aran^j und aH 
•Iher provifions of war.. . - •:" 

He basala; UMide^ a treaty with the HiaHtoders, bur 
not with- & good fucoefs as the. fetmttr. Thou haft heusà 
whi|tpofi<#Qii*^tlic'ikiog8 of'-%>aia aad^ Purtv^-rkasir 
acquired in America, they being the firft dificoverera ai 
tbatine^nr wodd. It happeaed Ùm ate»t iheitupn^ oCtte 
If^e j^evolnupn ia Porti^U the ììolk»4st^t(^ BtafilMlk 
frjKMn the Portitgttefe the towns of Angolsi, St. Thomas^ 
Maragoon, and other places belonging to 3E>. Joan! at 
Bragaiiza. \n thgfe part9» The ]gM)Krl«dgQ of this Qaanng 
to the Portugu^fe cour^ Qaufed the king to fend Us am- 
baSador^ den^nd of the iiates the r^cmiO&this krcaelu. 
Th^ aafwer,. It. was done Jbfifore. the news of .ihe f%vohM 
tioii^hft^.r^ilhed the. Weft Ip4i^s. . Thi^i wi^ fooneità» 
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^4it>ftilii7 in tfae x>riait«l |Mm» Im kflbuéd the giood 
«aderftaodmg whìdì iru between them.- 

Ifl the mean ttmei.. the i^ite and hatiAcd of 'tke C^li« 
«nt incfleaféd da3y. Mach Uood ww fpSt on die fÌMm^ 
tiers of Portugal» which oblig«d B. Juan to «(WMMh' fit 
places of ftfengthy quarterii^ in them an army of tlmty 
ihonfand men. The Spaniards» tooppofe thtfe forces; 
had. Hkewife four oy àye' arms» in Caftàlei» There welt 
many flónmfliès and enc<)UBtefs» ftrats^ms and ambii^ 
fcadest on iboth fides ; and it was hard to deteraùne Wh« 
had got the advanta^ until fertuoe feemed to favour this 
emije of the Forcnguefiew , > 

They bad a valiant.aad expert . commandery who was^ 
ggvemorof^one^ftheiB frontier pn»«inees; his name is 
Fcfoand Telios ^ Menesc^. This hero, animated bjr 
the juftice of his canie» and fpurred on by the natural ar^ 
door of his %»rk, pierced tttio t^ bowels of Old Caflile» 
look the townsr of St. iiartia and Egles^dcmolifiiing the 
caftle bebnging to the latter, which alfo commanded aB 
the ooantty^. thereabouts, and being encoantef ed by two 
thoi^nd five hundred Spaniards» he fell upon them, and 
cut them aU. to pieces. He olfo rendered hinsfdf mafter 
of «.ftrong fdace ca&ed Valverde» whidi he fiored with 
aa£brts«ff amanmàtion» and left a Portugnefe gftr^n 
•hi it»' , . .• ' . ' , " 

:• They were no lef^^viAimons in another province, from 
nHiencethe Pohugvefe armies mfhed into the adjacent 
territories of Spmn, taking the towns of Aroches, Vilkr 
et Rey» Oddiotfre» AnztiMlbb» and other places of mytc» 
without any refinance» fave that of a few CaMian Vtóop$f 
moft of which they took prifofiersy with a booty of ^ree 
httwfetfd^ipahifii jennets. After this ^ey took Ghelles 
hy ihcnn, one of diemoft' confidemble- towns in thnt part 
^ Apnhié ^or was the King of Fortogal ^mlf tiras feo*' 
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ee&fiii dear kdfne» but hf»afiiiit pibfpcreé aK» bbroadi*' 
The kiag» of Got and Mmùù ùnght hk alliaMe, with 
«Hitr pmtn iii die Etft Indies » and; m general^ all the 
pacenliles in Chfiftenddm, excepting oolf Spaing made 
Mdidftiip with D* Jtttn de Braganza» ani t£po\x£tA hk 
i|xtevefta« 

Thetehaé heèn a general aflembly of aH the eftaitt et 
F&ttngAf ^herdflf the people have t^ified their joy awt 
fiitMaéHon of their new king, bf offering him» together 
with their lives, the difpofel of their fortunes» «a be en- 
pto^ for the fer^ice of the crown, ' and the rdeafe of 
his royal brother Don Duartus, of whom I IbraMftf 
made mention in one of my letters. 

Thou Pnk not perii aps think me tronblefeme if I re- 
late to thee how the Spaniaftds tded this unfentaaate 
pfince after they had impriibned him $ neither is It alto» 
gether impertinent to let thee foe how fpitefid this na^ 
tion is in their revenges^ and how erad in the execution 
of theiT rencntments* 

After Don Doartus was ddivend into the hands of 
the Marquis Caftd Rodrigo, the Spaniards gave hun not' 
the eatettainment and refjped due to a prince, but uféd * 
hini like a flave or a makfador, caufing him to be lodged 
ib a mean daifc dMlmhery hit hands to be chitfned ev^ 
flight, his fObes to be taken from him, none of lus do- 
saeftlcs fttS»réd to come near him, and doing all the iu- 
dignities to him ÙM ^ttar maSet eoolé fo^gaft» as pi«-* 
per means in render his impri^omnent jntdbiable,^ and Us 
life « hoÉdan. If thou afkefl me tar what eriiibe^ k m» 
Atf thus puaiflied him, I can tiA 4eè of none, uAlétt jt 
were oae to be fo neatly tdated to*the Kii^ of Pmlu^gaL 

But thk ts not die oidy example of the Spanih cnid^ 
ty^ they ebcecntcd their revenge on the poor nnanmd 
pàdantsin the Md, the Duke 4e Alva caufmg ^eee 



ia Uic nmt^ufdtit to be^miirieiaed ia goU blood» Xacri* 
ficmg tliem» m fa€ f«4 to4h« gWH» of the flang^tofté 
Caftitiama ; aadàt w*» 4NSfcrih4ited to tbeir omkrhfMd «irfU 
«iRtioiiiB ^lac four PoiatiigiilCe «lalmipidonVf wiA lbi««« 
and-fifty of ihdr train, were b»rbaroufly put to dca^ by 
tile jf^aoefeof againft the hm of aaittirf, and tbe faiae^ 
tioa of a& oatxom. Sutrii inoleoeet liave sever b^e» pme# 
fifed is ^'Ottómaa eaipiìre : tbe ùtnSmtf' of the «arti» 
has^ aot boeo profaned by an injollk^ of fo deep adyc. 

There ha« bee» lately. dtfcotvered a feeoad coaijmef 
agttoft Doll Jfiaa de Braganza» wherein were concerned 
Don Jofeph de Mcnccez governor of St. JulkOy the moft 
important foitrdOi of aE the kingdc»»» and Don Francifco 
de X*iicena fecretary of ftalse. TheCe hdd a priiKOte cor« 
re%mideoce wkhuhe Duke de OUvarez ; and it wat a* 
^eed between them» that the governor of Badajoz, a 
fiil^éi of the King.of Spain» flioiild beptit in poSeffioat 
of St. Julian's Fort» which is the very , key^ of Ltton» 
aiad tlot other place» of ftrength fhoM be ddUveved up 
tofiieh Spamfh offiecfs as-Ohvarez appM»ted# B«t ft 
letter which was Cent from Don Joan de G«ay governor 
of BadajoK» to the governor of St» X^uey't Foiit in Bur" 
togalf being by mifiakc canned to the hmidl.of theX^iml 
d'Obidosy a Portoguefe generali and a faithful 6ncpé to 
the kipg» difeovered the nÉrigue» imd. the tfritora- wcna 
feized «nd brought to condigu pumihmeat. ^ 

. I cannot at prefent&nd thee any. moro nes^ra of tht, 
Portuguefeafiknaè Gad grant thva. « loi^ aid: k^pptr' 
file>iiitUie favour of ^heGraad $igBÌi^« à 

Wis, ioth ©CtWydi Mbón, of the Year 1643. 
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XX. — To I>GNET OgLOU. 

jL hov wSt wonder when X tell] thee I .am mebmcholy 
for want of foUtude* That wiueh aikmniiiers occafioa 
of fudnefa to others, ia the only cure :of my grief. Yet 
this will not feeni a paradox, when thou conildereft, that 
cgaveriation is the air of the foul, and that he ^i^ho va* 
hies Uh health and eafe of his mind» oi»ght to. choo£e 
(wik an element for it to hreathe in a^ is pure^ %od £sr^e, 
which is very difficult to find in any fociety. . Thi&is^the 
reafon that I never think myfelf xnore alone than wheo I 
am confined to fome kind of company* 

Thou haft obfervedi that mod men will cngrofe all the 
talk to themfelvcs ; ,iihk k v^ry irkfome : Ye( I ihould 
not grudge them the monopoly, were their difcou^fe per- 
tinent and agreeable ; but to be forced to hearkèft.to aU 
their empty tattle of hawks and bounds, garbs and fa- 
shions, with an endice j^gon of things Icfs to die pur- 
pofe than the former, which will keep Uieir tongues em- 
ployed, fomtf times, two or three hours together, renders 
their eonvtrfe more troubkfome^ than that of the fpark 
who picked up Horace in the i^eets of Rome. 
. Others arie of a quite contrary humour, and thou may- 
f& as.fooa get a word fr<un.the mufti as from them. 
They ut like fbat^es^ as if they emulated thf charaéler of 
Griuli £ben Sa^d, on^ of the vi^rs of the bench, who, 
in ten years that he hà4 fat in the Divan, wa^ never ob« 
(erved to %«!ak a fyliabk' ; * :. ^ - 

Yet thi» fort is nnatre; tolerable rflhan the ot^er, who 
with (heir cverlalUog chat fcock jhe ' company afleept ajid 
take from them the very power of thinking. 

However, I prefer the retirement of my chamber to 
both thcfe inconvenicncies. There I can enter into my- 
felf, and by retreating from all commerce with my fenfes, 
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1 £riid a pEimte back way to conTerfe vnch ^e whole uai- 
vcrfe. Think i^t thù a chimeray or that Mahmut prr- 
tenés to «xtiaordioary illiHtiinations ; !t is nothing but 
ytàiàt every man may experience who witt but taker the 
pains to be thorougKly accented with himfcK If 4k 
'can but giiii a familtar accels to the inward apartmenls 
laf hk^awA bread, be will foon find a pofteftith^re whiek 
"wiil iesidily «pen, and let him into the moft fetived cki^ 
Se€t df Nature } from thence he may My forth, and take 
abetter furvey of the world than he can by his eyes. 
Hera^ he wtU behold all things undirgiiife^ and in their 
-true quantities and qsalities ; and, iK^ichr is more admir- 
^e, kt wiU be able, wkhout the help of opitics, to fee 
btmfelf enjoying tkia felicity, and to know that he fees 
it,i which is a ftiffident convidion that he is sot in a 
IdrcsiR* 

- Wouldfll thon improve thy knovviedge^ iSt^ not a 

midtkude of books ; there are but few worth the read- 

feg. What is the whole creation bnt one gfteat library ? 

'tfcrj'-yii^me m wèich, and every page in thi^e volumes, 

-are impreifed wttK radiant ehara^ers of -infinite wifd^ira ; 

and all the perfc&ions of the univerfe are contraé^ed with 

fneh inieftitiMe art in man> that he 9eeds no other book 

but himfeif to make him ' a compile philofopher. TIm^ 

'w8t Aty, that this réqtnrts too great an abftr^dedaeft'of 

•mind, aiié is very painfuL- I tell' thee, my dear fneUd, 

•I am^rtitremely-fubjeft to melancholy, whofe cSéAt thou 

knowed, is to tender one very thoughtful, an<f thofe 

thou^s ra<^k the foul with intolerable angaiA ^ ftt I 

do B^t fly fifoaithem, as generally men are aocailotned; 

neither do I fitek ta drown them m wine, or chafe them 

away with any fociable divertifements ; my ufual way is 

to^bid them battle, oppofe thòu^ts againft thoughts^ 

and^ with* the dint of reafon, to fabdue this peevifh h«- 

FoL II. G 
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mour. To this end, I hunt up and down for my enemy» 
and rummage every corner of my foul, pprfuing the caufc 
of my iadnefs with fuch arguments as thefe : Why (hould 
I be melancholy, who poffefs nothing that I fear to lofe, 
and yet enjoy all that I could wifh for, were I without 
what I now poiTefs ? I am a muiTulman, and therefore 
under the prote^on of God : I ferve his vicegerent, the 
■Grand Signior, faithfully^ and find acceptance with the 
•baiiàs of the Porte. I am in France, yet cannot call it 
-a foreign country, 'finoe innocence aad virtue naturah'zc 
a man in all parts of the world* I cannot fay I am un- 
fortunate, fo long as Ihvft no vice for which I need ei- 
ther to bluih or grow pale. If I am flandered, this ought 
to be an oceafion of joy, *fince it ranks me with men of 
the gresteft merit, who could Jiever efcape the calumnies 
of the envious ; and I have reafon to triumph in that I 
'find no inclination to revenge myfelf, but father to pity 
my traducers. If any ndan ihould play the fatirlfl with 
my deformity, and rudely defcant on my ugly counte- 
nance, or the difproportion of my limbs, there is no more 
reafon to be grieved at this, than to be affronted at the 
wind for blowing off my hat, or the rain for wetting my 
clothes, or a dog fof barking at me as I go along the 
ftrects, the one being as natural as the other. 

Thus I argue with myfelf, dear Oglou, when aifaulted 
with melancholy ; thefe are the remedies which I apply 
to that black diilemper of the mind ; and fometimes I 
go farther^ if thefe will do no good. I then aik myfelf» 
"Whether it be the fear of death that thus perplexes me ? 
And here begins my cure ; this kindles the brighteft 
fpark of reafon, which in a moment difperfes all the mifts. 
The difmal pageantry of chimeras vanishes, and aU the 
tragic pomp of grief flraight difappears. Not that I 
wovild have thee think that I am fond of dying, but I 
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k confider death as the unavoidable fate of ail men, and 

\ that therefore it is reafonable to be cheerful, fiiice that 

! which no man can cfcape will one time or other rcleafc 
me and every man from the mifertes of this life. This 
thought recovers me from the worft effects of melan- 

'* choly ; and I believe the damned themfelvcs would fome- 
times be in a good humour^ if they had but the leaft 
glimpfe of hope that they (hould one day be delivered 
from their torments ; for, whatfoever forts of men there 
are in this life, I cannot think there be any lloics in hell. 
And now I have entertained thee with company and 
foUtude, with books and men, with life and death, with 
earth and hell ; let us take one ftep farther, and refrefti 

* ourfelves with the remembrance of heaven, the joys of 
the blefTed in pariidife, which certainly is the beft rdief 
<»f anxious thoughts, the moft perfeéi cure of melancholy, 

j the guide of life, and the comfort of death. 

I Ood grant that tl*ou and I may fee each other, and 
drink together in the arbours of Eden, and kifs the 
daughters of paradifc, 

Paris, 14th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1643. 



XXI.^ — To the Tefterdar, or Lord-Treasurer. 

iviNGDOMS and empires (like men) have their lucky 
and unlucky feafons. Spain feems for a confiderablc time 
to have been under a cloud, as if her guardian fate be- 
gan to droop, and were not ftrong enough to check the 
rifing grandeur of France. 

It has been an old obfervation, that thofe whom God 
configns over to ruin, he firft infatuates. It was a grand 
ovcrfight in Don Francifco de Melo to conflitutc the 
Duke of Albuquerque general of his horfe, for he there- 
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by fo difguftcd the Spanlfh officers in his army, that c- 
raulating the honour of this young Portuguefc, the great- 
eft part of them deferted in the very nick of time when 
their prefence was moft neceffaiy to confirm the batta- 
h'ons, already (hrinking from the furious onfet of the 
French. 

This gave the young Duke of Anguien an entire vic- 
tory, and has crowned him with glorious laurds, whOe 
Pon Francifco de Melo, by this ill conduft, has quite 
loft his reputation, and is forced to refign up his com^ 
miffion to another. 

Tliis battle was fought before Rocroy, and may be 
reckoned as a parallel with that bloody battle of Leipfick 
between the Imperialifts and Swedes, on the fcventh of 
the ninth moon of the year 1631 ; a day which was re- 
markable at Conftantinople on the account of that ter- 
rible lightening which furprifed the late Sultan Amurath 
in his bed. Many other extraordi.»iry events iignalised 
this day in England, France, Germany, and other pbices, 
which occafìoned the great aftrologer Herlicius to call it 
A day of blood. 

Such another was this unfortunate day to the Spaniards 
at the forcmentloncd battle of Rocroy, where they loft an 
infinite number of men, with all their fieldpieces and an 
hundred and fifty colours. 

He that created the moon and the conftcllations in 
heaven to diftinguiHi the times and feafons, guard thee 
from the influence of malignant ftars, and from the dc- 
' ftroyer, who ranged the world on certain critical days. 

Paris, lath of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1 643. 
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XXII. — To toe VisiER AzEM, ei the Porte. 

It is time» it is high time, moil fagc minider, for the 
Ottoman fword, the fword of juftice, to be unftieatbed, 
not againft an open enemy, but againil its profefTed 
friends and fubjeds. The head of. the Bafia of Cyprus 
is become a burden to him, as likewife thofe of Mitylene, 
Scio, and I^emnos. They plot mifchief againil the 
throne that is eflabliibed in equity ; they are ungrateful 
to their fovereign, who hath exalted them ; they are 
become unworthy of the honours with which they arc 
dignified. 

I could hardly believe the firfl reports of this treafon, 
till I was^at length fdly convinced by undeniable tefti- 
rnoniet th^ it wìm too true. 

Yet» It is a fecret even in tlie French court. I al«ne 
have difcovered this myflery» by the means of a Jew and. 
a Grecian, both my agents in thofe parts» and men whom 
I can confide in. 

The bufìne(s is this. The bal&s and governors of the 
iAes before-mentioned» have confpired together to divide 
tJiemfdves from the body of the Ottoman empire, and 
to make the iflands of the JEgean Sea a commonwealth 
independent on. the throne which governs the world. The 
BaiTa of Cyprus is the ringleader of this confpiracy, and 
Ihat iiland is to be the capital feat of their new republic. 

The governors of the five greater ìùtM are to be 
called» The fovereign counfellors of fiate. By thefe all' 
the affairs of the Archipelago are to be managed. Ohi/ 
the Bafik of Cyprus (hall be fupreme». and have the cad- 
mg voice in all cafes of difpuce. 

The enclofed papers contain the perfe£l model of 
their n^ government, the articles and propofitions on 
Tfldiich this rebellious ^efigned commonwealth ts to be 
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built, With the names of the chief confpirators fubfcrib- 
ed. 

Permit me, fage minifter, to fet before thy eye» the 
occafibns of thefc treacherous defigns. 

It has been the cuilom of the Porte, to connive for a 
confiderablc time at the opprcffions, rapines, and ex« 
aéHons of the baffas and governors of provinces ; to 
fuffer them to harafs the people under their jurifdid^ion ; 
to pillage and fpoil them of their monies, goods and 
cftrates, till they have amafled together vaft fums of 
money ; and then it has been as ufual for the fultans, 
upon the leaft complaint, to fend the bowftring to the 
criminal baffa. 

"Whatever may be pleaded in defence of this method 
in former times, my opinion is, that it may prove dan- 
gerous now ; and, if I may be pertnitted to fpeak 
freely, I have reafon to think, that this was one ground 
of'the'defigned trealbn in the ifles m the Mgt^n Sea. 

Formerly, thofe who were removed to thefe commands, 
were not fo well verfed in the maxims of policy, nor (b 
apprchenfive of thè cabinet fecrets of ftate. But now 
the age is refined, men are more fubtle, jealous, and 
felfifh than they were ; Nature teaches all men to pre- 
ferve their lives with utmoft dihgence. 
' The Baffa of Cyprus, who is the ringleader of this 
confpiracy, has been let alone in a long courfc of tyranny 
and dppreffion over his fubjeds, by which ' means, he 
has heaped to himfelf prodigious treafures. His guilly 
mfnd' told him^, that complaints would be made againft 
hirti, and that one time or other he muft bé ftrangled* 
He knew that his gold would be thought better to be»-* 
come the fultan's feraglio than his own ; and that he 
had been long enough in his office, to ferve the pelitie 
ends of ftate. 
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Revcdvlog thefe things in his mind, he quickly con- 
cluded that the crimes he had been guilty of in his gO" 
yeramcDt would draw- upon him ' inevitable ruin, unlefa 
he prevented* it by committing, greater ;: and. that» as 
opprefiron of his fubjedis had made him- rich, fo treafon 
againd his fovereign mull make him (afe. He communi- 
cates his thoughts to fome of his truity friends and con- 
fidants ; they encourage him to proceed, reprefcnting 
to him the natural ilrength of the ifiand> feconded by 
abundance of (Irong forts and callles ; that the foldiers 
might eafily be won to his party by money, and the in- 
habitants might be pacified by fone public reftitutionSf 
and other ads of indulgence. 

Thus was the foundation laid of this formidable treafon» 
which foon gathered ftrength by the acceffiou of more 
confpiratoTs, until at length all the ifies aforefaid were 
engaged in the difloyal league. 

I will not prefume to didtate what is to be done in 
this cafe ; I leave that to thy oracnlpus fentence. But 
permit me to fi^gg.eli my thoughts of a proper means to 
prevent the like niifcarriages for the future ; and that 
is, by exeeutiag timely and impartial jt^ice. It feems 
to mfy not only a refledUon on the juitice of the imperial 
fword, but alfo on the politics of the royal cabinet,, to 
fuffer a bafia to grow rich by opprefiion of the people 
under lus command ; for when he has thus plundered 
his fubjedb to fill his own coffers, he has armed himfetf 
with the very finews and nerves of rebellion ; money being, 
that which gives life and motion to all great and bold 
undertakings. 

Therefore it will be better, not to countenance the 
lealt oppreflii^n in thefe great men, whereby they may at 
once be tempted, through the confcioufneis of their 
crimes, and ftrengtjliefied by^jtljcir ill-gotten wealth, to» 
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fcbd againA their lawful Sovereign. Let Alq^po» Skien^ 
AigierB, Tunie àad Tripoli^ be prccedeats «f tiiàs kind; 
By juftice the throne is bed and moft fecivrely efiablifli- 
ed ; nothing unjuft and violent is permanent» 

God overthrow the devices of thefc traitors, aid crown* 
our glorious fultan with fuccefs. 

Paris, 26th of the^ith Moon, of the Year 1543. 



XXin. — To Chiurgi Muhammet, Baffh. 

1 H Av« been in xhk «ity very «ear fix years, and it w^ 
be expedcd, that in all this time I have made fomc*pro». 
fitahle remains on die natmv of the French, the intrigues 
of ihe court, the peScy of the ftatse, the aiks^nc cf 
their armies, and the ftrengt^ #f 'ékt kingdom* ^ 

Some obfervations I have ahx«dy communicated to die 
mimft«r8 ^of the divan, -and to others of my friends at the 
Sublime Porte. AH my Ictttrs are made consmon to t!» 
happy (laves of him wbe ndes the world. Thon haft» 
heard of the 4eath of a f)Oteftt king, a grej^ queen, «od 
a mighty favourite ; now, iet us change the feene» ani 
pafs from the melaneboiy themes of death, the umnroid« 
able faite of mort^, to the ^ig^y joys of life, the 
Uoomiag years of an rnlant king, who takes an early 
leap from his cradle to a throne. Thou *wilt not exped 
I fiiould fpeak much of him, who as yet can iky but 
little of himfclf. Howerer, in paffing by this little great, 
one, it would be ill-manners not to pay Wm a falute, or 
conge ; who, though young, feems no novice in pun^^ 
lios of courtfhjp, as appears by his addreis to the bifhop' 
who baptized him; (if thou knowefl not what t^t 
feoeans, it is the firft ceremony whereby they arc made' 
Quciftians, and it anfwefs to our eirctunci^ion). .At foon 
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as the myftay was performed^ this yoang prince, wkh 
an aflurcd cottntenancei and becoming gravity, fpoke 
thus to the prelate : ** My father, I humbly thank you, 
and ihall be eternally obHged to you : My parents 'gave 
me only an earthly crown, but you have made me heir of 
the kingdom of Heaven." 

There were ptefent, the Queen, the Princefs of Coode, 
Cardinal Mazarini, . with divers other perfons of quality. 
The whq)ie affembly were aftooifhed at the child's ex- 
preffion (being but about four years of age), taking it 
for an omen of hfs future piety, and extraordinary ac- 
tions. He difcovers a prompt wit in all his difcoarfe, uf- 
iog but few words, and thefe very appofite. His ^ole 
deportaaent is graceful, stné fnrprifingiy regular, attended 
with a cHfcretion which is not looked for but from tbofe 
«f -riper years. In fine^ nature feems to have fitted him. 
for the empire to which he ts bom.^ 

In the amsoi timty as if infant governors were now he* 
eome faftiionable, there are feveral made btifaops and ab« 
bots while they are yet in the cradle ; this the inferior 
clergy ftomach, and the laity grumble, faying, That 
diere are like to be good times in France, when thofe 
who are flyled the fathers of the church are babies. Tills 
is Canhnal Maxanni's policy, to fiiften the nobihty to 
the interefts of the crown, by thus honouring their 
children with the principal dignities' of the church ; and 
thoo wilt fay he is a wife man in fo domg, when thou 
confidereft hew great a (hare the bifhops and other ecdew 
fiaftics have in the weakh of the hmd ; and that he could 
not ào the king a better fervice, than by difpofing of 
thefe preferments to fuch as wouU -not only thereby be 
obliged to loyalty themfelves, but would alfo link the 
fcoulies to which they belong to the royal caufe. 

Xho«<wilt better eoaiprebend thcpc^ioy of* this mnu* . 
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fter> ill Am CDdeaYouriog to fecare tlie dignified ckrgf,- 
when thou wetghcft their ftCei^th^ aod c^Kiiidcreft their 

" There are in Fraoce 12 asqhbtflioprìe»» 104 bì&o{K 
rice ; comofpts of the greater order 540, coQYeats of ti^ 
kfTer order 12520,- abbies 1450, ouaneries 67 > 708 fri-- 
ariete 259 fsmiharies of the or^er of the Kjughts of 
Malta, 274CO pariih chjurches, ho(pital»>54Q» private 
ohapels or oratories, 9000» TojtìU, al| thefc they reckpru 
1226,090. religious, or dervifeB, befudes 130,000 partft: 
priefb. ^ * ^ 

- It has been ufual to take anicftimate of the glory and' 
lichea of. a prince from ithe number of his p0O{!kl« ; bat i; 
vouVl not have thee think the French ktag the wesdthier 
!&r this, prodigious number of devotees, .the greaMtft p^ 
of which he has more reaCon to look upon as. air army o£ 
' enemies, than fubjeéis.. indeed, the., iateceil of the arch»^ 
bklhop»^ bsihop8,.^iid p^riih prie (Is,, is twifted with Uiatdf 
the orown ; but thè monks and friacs are the creatures of 
tbe pope, and alt of theni;togeth£r are not maintained wilii» 
lefs coli vthan the fourth part o£ the revenues of France,^ 
out of whidi^ «n former times, there went yearly a miUion. 
■of crowns to the court of Rome.. 

{ < L cannot paccei'se iv^hereiir confifts the' policy of dw-^ 
nfhing fo many nefls-of fpintual leeches,, who fuck the^ 
very bloody and yitals^bf the nation; one would think it 
were fufficieutl|^ drained b:]^ the royal cuftoms». taxoSf. 
andimpoft». .. 

Thefe kiaga have menopoUsed all the fait of the king-^ 
.'dom. into, their own hands, which they. compel their fub- 
•|e£bs to buy -of thera at their, own rates. To thia endà 
t ^ey have officers in all pai ^, who vend it for them. It 
looks as if- they, took care. to prefrrvc their fubjeé^ fmm 
CoscBption,.and were afraid. left they, ihould putnfy alive, 
there being not^aman in all their domiuioiw who is not 
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bilged to take the qua&tity whidi t^ officers HnpoTe 
on hirtif except in fotne particular proviocesy which» for 
reafons of ftate, or by treaty» are exempted. The jii» 
vemie which ar^ee to the king from this commodity» 
«mounts to near three millions of crowns yeady* Eie 
hath eight miUions more coming in by fubiidies from the 
peaiants ; befides many particular impofts on flefb» wine^ 
and other commodities. Yet be loCes a coniiderable part 
of ius revenues» by farming them out to his fubje^» or 
mortgaging them in time of war for ready money* 'He 
has no lefs than thirty thoufand officers» that are wholly 
employed in coUeding his revenues» whofe penfions and 
ialsnries-kSèn the king's ipcome by above half; fo that» 
out of fourfcore millions of crowns which are yearly 
fqueez^dv &pm the people»^ fcarce thirty millions come 
entire into the king's coffers. 

.' Thoii>i4tt wonder at. the inr^ovidence of (hefe infidel 
ki&g% and ?a the fame time condemn their tyranny and 
'tn}uftiee» who opprefs» plunder,, and min thole that fur- 
• iiifh chem with ail necefiarles for human fuftenance» to 
enrich» not themfelves». but a conàpany of greedy ca* 
terpillars; for fuch, and no better, are thofe who. gather 
their revenues. It is not fb in the facred empire of the 
4Minlan^ where juftioe has- ereStcà- hjer- dsroae» and o^ 
preifion dares not ihow her face. , 

But the French fecm born for Ila very they bear it fo 
patienUy^ without ever afpiring after a iufsdemptioa. The 
Chri^ns exclaim agaiafl our janizaries» accufing them 
of iofoleoce» oppceifion» r^pine^ and all the vices to which 
a< licentious ùMi&ry are ufually addided ; but thefe arc 
Jtrifles to what the. Prepch dragoons commit» when quar- 
tered upon the poor country people : they rob them of 
< «H they have» pmdifìng a thoufand villanies» to which 
the jaaiaaries are wholly fbaogers $ adulteries pa{s for 
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gaflantiy %f}th them, and rapes are counted but the cf^ 
cefles of an immoderate pa&on ; the hufi>and muli ftaad 
qdSetly whiiil his wife is in the arms of a domtneering 
Heé^; the father mdH behold his daughter defiour-> 
ed, without dSfcovering the leaft regret. Thcfe arc the 
methods by which this people arc mortified ; aad they 
£ecm to he fhipid under their calamities, not having cou« 
rage enough left to meditate a redrefs, unlefs it be by be* 
coming foldiers themfelvcs ; for of fuch as thcfe «s the in« 
iaittTy of France compofed. Hence it is not to be ad« 
mhred that they arc efteemed the fcebleft, bafeft, and moil 
despicable foldiers of any in Europe, fince not the purfuit 
•f honour, nor love to their country, induces them to 
take «p arms, but defpair of living othérwifé, being re* 
duced to the moft rigorous extremities on ^is fide fil- 
mine. 

Lìtc thou in the honotu* with which God aiid our em- 
peror haw invefted thee, -and conferve thy virtue; which 
will raife thee yet higher.' Forget not to have Mahmut 
ibmetimes in thy thoughts, who loves thee with a true 
heart, and ferves th^ with alacrity. 

Paris, 15th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1643. 



XXIV. — To Egri Boynou> a White Eunuch» 

i. HE French tóigt fteer their courfe by other maxinn^ 
of policy than thofe which are praléUfcd at the Sublime 
Porte. It feems they are not apprehenfive of any ambi^ 
tious defigns in the princes of the blood, &cc they not 
tflttly allow them liberty, but alfo load them with ho^ 
hours. 

Thoii haft formerly heard me fpeak of Henry At. 
¥ourthy this king'» grandfathef^^afid of the paffioMtftloTr 
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ke bore to ladies* AmoQg the reft of his miilreiTeB, none 
potflWTed a larger (hare of hk affe^^ons than the Dutchefs 
of Beaufort : By her h« had two fons j the cldeft is call- 
ed AJexaadery the other Cae&r. They ase both now liv« 
ifkgi and enjoy great prefennents, the firft being made 
Grand Prior of the French Knighte of Malta» which is 
a, dignity next to that of Màfter a£ the order, who conw 
uiands the whole ifland* It is obCervable, that this Alez^ 
aader, during his father's lifetioie, had attained no high« 
cr than to be made a knight ; but as foon as his brother 
inewis XIIL <:ame to the ^rown, he procured him the 
honour he now has. The fecond btother aUb is made 
governor of Bretaigne, .and married to the Duke of 
Mcrcear'a daughter» by which means^ he is become one 
of the n<4icft peers in Frsace. King Henry had alfo 
two other fons, one of his own name, whom he got on 
the Marchioneia of :Veaiefille ; hft is now a biih<^ and 
abbot» which are confidp^bk dignities in the church* 
The {Other fon they caU Antoine, whofe mother was thf 
Coun^ of MorKt : He alfo is invcfted wi(h the like ec» 
defiaftical honours as his ,broUier Henry. Thefe four 
brothers, though by the French cileemcd as baflards (be* 
caufe born of the king's concubines), are neverthelefs en- 
tnifted with the -offices and preferments already mcntioa* 
ed, without any jealoufy that they will he guilty of fmi» 
fter pradiccs to embroil the flate, or gain the crown ; 
«ad, if I may fpcak freely» there feexas to be more of h». 
«anity aad iufticc in thissco^rfe, than in that cyucl cut 
torn of our IJaltans» who ^no fooi^er ffcend the throne, but 
ék dieir brethisen af« immedi^t^y iacrificed to their £u& 
ficion and the ends of ftate j or,, if they chance to efcapf 
the bowftring, ate detained their whole lifetime in a clolf 
snijprrfnnmrntj wbic^ is mofk than death. 

irii %lkh è%9i^ki another ì^rg^k^ hehia4 Iur% 
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born of the fame mother as himfclf. Thfey call him fk^ 
Duke of Orleans ; a man of a daring fpittt, and great re-^ 
Solution. He 13 bat newly cOmc to the court» having 
been banifhed foir fome enterprifcs againft his brother. 

It was the opinion of th« French, that this princtf'' 
would have a fhare in the regency; but Lewis would by* 
no means confent to it to the prejudice of his queen^ 
v^hom he left entirely poffeffed of the fovercign power 
tni the young kiiig com^s of age. However, as yet (he 
holds a fecming correfpondence with the Duke of On 
leans and the Prince of Conde, by whofe mediations, fe^ 
Tcral gtandees, who iJvere prifofters of date, are now rc^^ 
leafed, and make their appearance' «it the court. 

From hence thotr mayeft gather that thtngs «c not 
managed here with fuch rigétift an^ feverity as art Gon* 
ftantinople, where tht commands^ of oui^ invincible tXA^ 
rors are impétiniut, and the execution ^^ft# 
• There is a bilhop to whom the <iii«eiiMregent ieems to 
ht inclined. He has the chara^er of a very good wan»; 
tmt they fay he is too (imply -honeft for a courtier, and 
thai Cardinal Mazarini wilt oterreach him* Howevof^ 
that prelate has the ^aeen'vcar atprefent,. and his creé> 
tmes exto^ him for a man of great abilkies» It is faid 
the queen has writ to the pope^ ddììing arcavdinad's hat 
for him ; and fome v^ifper that he wiU be made the 
"prime minrfter In the room of Masarim» To fpeak my 
lentimentsi I wi(h he were*; f«r there feems not fo mudi 
tfeafon to apprehend from hig cMinfel» any notalde defigtt 
againft the Ottoman Pòrte, as from thofo oF the carde- 
ìxaìy whom I look Upcm as « fecund RichHeu. Here «we 
fevcral interefts on foot ;j the whole court is drrided into 
ikAions, ftriving to unde'rmine and fupplant each other. 

It is not here as in Turkey^ where the greateft baflftt 
iart but the Muen*% fla? es. The fMpitfM - of- ^iiMce. are. 
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equal to fome fovereign kings, and upon the leaft grudge 
will ralle aroiies, and give the king battle, if he does not 
otMOC t€^ their terms, and make a £atÌ6fa£ioi^y compofition*. 
Neither dfircs the king put any of them to death, for fear 
«f the people^ who generally take their part, being gree- 
dy ^^ no?elties, aad prone to rebel» 

Woujdft thou know by what means, the nobility of 
I f E^ce arrived to fuch a dangeroua power ì I tell thee ia 
^'Word, the kings themfelvea have put a fword into their 
liattds, whi<^ thtsy (pare not to draw» when their ambif» 
I tion or difboQ^Qt prompts them to it» They are freed 

I |ron> all tribute and homi^f ; haye.the. command of whole 
I provinces committed to them, in which are. great nunD^ 

bers 9Ì walled towns, forts and ca{lleft. Thefe great 
diarget procure them the <e&eem and veneration of th^ 
I people living, imder. their. go ven^kment» who honour ihtm 

as kings, and readily take up. arms in thdr ^dication,. . 
The queen-regent is fesurful, kft they (honld take ad- 
vantage of her fon's minority, . and undes pretence of cck 
I forming the ftate, or Jerving .the king's, interefty thef 

fiiould involve, the kingdom in civil wars» She keeps ft 
I ftrid watch over the Duke of Orleans», and obferves tke 

Prince of Condc'^ ipotions ; her guards are doubled, a^4 
ihe negle^ nothing that may abjure , the . inter efts of tlife 
crown. , 

. Tiioii' who ftaadeft.by tfae^filent foantain, and art near 
the perfon of the Grand. 3igmor, think of doing Mal^* 
mut fome good of^ce^ who- lOves cordially, lerves iaiti^ 
^ly, and prays fervently for the. health and long life of 
«ur glorioas fultàn^ and wifhes.thee thy fill of happincli^ 

* Barisj^ayth of Ac loth Moon, of the Year 1^43. ' 

• V . . . . • .] 



"itti^ 
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XXV. — To the Captain Bassa. 

Xacrb are arrived fcvenl hundreds of fiavcs, who hate 
tnanumitted thcmfclvcs by a bold adventure ; an exploft^ 
which, to give them their due, has fomcthing in it oF 
bravery. The place of their captivity was Alexandria ;. 
thou knowefi ihtf' circumftances of tliat haven* What 
hazards will not the delire of liberty put men npon I 
There were fevcral tlipufands of Franks in the dty,^ 
whom the reilraint and rigours of fervitude had made 
weary of their lives. Among the reft, a native of B»»^ 
bant, who having been bred up in the art of dkkiUing 
ftrong waters, his patron hired hfm a fliop, fumiftiiig 
him with aU materials aijd neceflaries to profecBte bis 
calling, in hopes of very profitable returns. Totki^msm'» 
(hop there was a great rcfort of all the Franks in the city, 
by which means he improved his trade, and thrived might- 
ily. He was a bold fellow, and took a particular pride 
in great attempts ; and though he sught have lived very 
happily, and enriched himfelf by his^own occupation, yet 
he had another £brt of chemiilry to pradife, being refolv-^ 
ed to draw his fellow (laves (who were now become hit 
cuftomers) off from the lees of 'defpair, and elevate them 
to a refolutioQ of ieeking their freedom* He oltea ha« 
rangued thein on this fubjedl» and a flriél intdiigence 
ms held between all the European (laves in that city. 
At length it was agreed a^iongft them to fese a certain 
vffiEel that lay in the harbour, and commst themfdvea 
to the winds and waves. This waa carried «& with fi> 
ayach £ecnecy^ and fo dexterous a condnd, that, unfidC^ 
peded, above two thoufand of them got aboand, and put 
out to fea. The wind favouring them, they firft arrived 
at Candia, where they landed fome hundreds of their - 
crew ; afte^ this they touched at Makat where they di£^ 
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pofed of others f then at Livorno In Italy ; and» laftly, 
came fafc at MarfeilieSy where the remainder came aftiorc. 
TkA are natives of Fnuice, Engkad, Brabant «md Hot- 
land» wkh two Spamih ptièftfi. 
1 The iahahttHntfl of Paria are very dioritiòle to them^ 
e^cciidly the merohaats who tzaffic in the Levant» of 
^^bkh there are gixat aumbexs in this city. The dergy 
aUbiuKTe made a coUcékion fur them ;. and it is faid the 
^^oa-i^efiihasoKlered.heridsttnier.to diftribute three 
thtmiimd crowns among thenu 

They, inveigh bitterly agaisft the auifulnums» curfiqg 
Olir holy Piopbet» «fid thanking their ;good Aars for that 
^xtnmèdy treéeerang tina fipom ;aii infupfKirtaUe flaven 
xy» . I iDaooot fee vthtaxm-thcj taaadt Uame in.aE this, k 
bdng mtuciil for aSI mea to coYot liberty» «ad lo rejoice 
wl|QB.theyiiaw<<fai|»ed«nyimsfc»tiine. I pvotoft 1 can* 
not be angry with them ia my keait for any thii^g bat 
the bki^«mies they vomit againft the mcffeniger of God» 
IV t€& axe adioBli as natural as to cat and driak. Bài-» 
pfderaatioa bong coaunoa to all ammals» there Stem» at 
nwcb ffcafan to condenn a bini that «^kps and tnunsfiht 
WÌK» Ail fedb hetfelf .upon tfaa wing» raagtngtbe bahny 
aar, bdng newly jekafrd &om the cage» as^ to find fiodt 
with tbefe Mionra far aqoicing that they haic eicqpei 
tax, eoafioeniCDt and liavdftiips of captivity. 

However» it was an unpardoaaUe negled of the guardf 
who bdoag to diet dty to fii£Fer thefe infidels thus tat 
gire them the Gip* So culpable a remiffnds ^may coft 
fixahe of them theh: heads* 

«The great God^ wfaofe power i» manife(Ud in the ocea^ 
arsrcll as da the dij land, fumiih thee with as favourable 
winds as thefe fugitives had» whea thou failed to cxecuUK 
éà orders of the Grand Signk>r« < 

ihàHf Odth él4ht I fui MooB, of t4ie y^ear 1^43. - - » ^' 
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XXVI. — To MusTAPHA GuiR, an Eunuch-Pa^e, 

1 HIS court has witbin tbefe three days ]mt «m another 
face than it had ever fince the rojal ohiequies were pcr^ 
ibrmed. One woald hardly think it the fame, were it 
not for the mourning they fUIlwear on -the account of 
the late king's death. This is a formality ufed all over 
Chnftendom in fuck cafes, and férr» k» a difguife tO" 
bypocntes. The- French; grandees make ufe of tt tov 
maik their feveral politic deiigns; They wear- black, the 
emblem of fadnefs, to denote their grief for the dead mo>- 
narcfa, and yet they feaft and revel, to the end they may- 
fend more of the royal blood after him,. The matter I 
am ^otng to inform thee of is tragical in itfdf, and ha^ 
been woHe, but for the prefencion of Frcnridence^ 
'- Three days •ago, the princes of die blood; witli divenr 
of the prime nobibty, wcw invited to a feallby the queen^» 
oMer. l^e |^ace where it was kept is catted the New 
Gaftle. • It is needlefs for me to describe the magnificent 
entertainment, thou mayeft cbnd^iide all things were per- 
fonned with great ooft and majefty. The^ banquetted 
with wine to excefiyinfMnuch, asthe J3uke of Orleans 
about midnight, walking through a gaUery, was fo ine* 
irìated withthe juice of the grape, that he fdl afièep oor 
a coach which ftood about the middle of the walk : He 
^as wrapt in bis doak,. a garment well known in the 
eoun by the large diamond that buttoned it be£dre ; but 
nobody came by that way, till two hours afterwards, a 
certain French lord palling to his lodging, took notice 
^ a man aOeep on the couch, and. drawing nearer, knew 
it to be the duke. Wondering what fhoold be the mean** 
ing of it, he inquired of the duke's page, that ftood not. 
far off, who told him, his mailer was overcome witb 
viae. The lord^ not thinking it coaveoknt to leave, a 



Book II. A SFT AT PAKIS. 1% 

prince of the blood in fuch a plaoe at fuch a time of the 
nighty caufed his fervants to take him up» and cany him 
ur hi» own kxlgiegsy who» for the ^greater conveaiency-y 
left t^e cloak behind upon the couch. As foon as thej 
were gone, the duke's page puts on the doak, and being 
aifo tked with watchiag» laid himfelf down to deep. The 
duke not long alter awakes, and caUed-for hk page, not 
knowing where he was* The fervants of the French lord 
immediatdy raa to the page, but found him dead upon 
the couch, being flatbed throi^h the heart. Thou may^ 
eii imagine what a furpnfe the whole court was in wheir 
this accident was known. Next morning ftriél inquiii-- 
tion was made into this affair, but nothing brought to 
light, cmly it was obferred, that about three o^clock kt 
the morning, an unknown perfon was feen by the fenti- 
liels to be let into Cardinal Mazanra's apartment. The 
bafinefs is huflied up ; yet people fpare not to whiiper,^ 
that the cardiual was privy to the tnurder, adding, that 
the blow -was given by miilake, the page being fuppofed 
to be the duke, as he lay wrapt up in that remarkable 
ehdk. It is common, in thcfe infidel countries, for 
great men to hire ruffians to execute their revenge ; and 
thefe feUows are as prompt and dexterous at a private 
anardw, as oar mates are to execute the plea&ire of the 
Grand Signior, when he commands them to firangle any 
o&oding Ba&i : But they wtU have half the price .ai 
tiieir villany beforehand, and the refidue when it is a«i« 
complifhed. Thus is innocent blood become a merdiaik- 
dffo ; they traffic for af&ffinations ; and a man cannot 
call his Hfo his own, fince, at that very inftaut^ it maf- 
be bought fay another. I have not heard, that fuch « 
deteftable wtckednefs has ever been pra^i^ed in the eai^ 
ptre p£ the muflulmans, much lefs in .the feraglios of our 
fultans, which are the manfìons of juftice and virtue... ..«v 
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One of the grandees of France ( whom they call the 
Duke of Beaufort), takes incefiant pains to find out the 
author of this murder. He is a mortal enemy of Cafdi- 
nal Mazarini» and would give half the revenue of his 
dukedom could he remove him out of the kingdom. He 
infiauates very plaufihle fuTpicions into the minds of the 
courtiers, to render him odious» He dares not openly 
accufe him of being acceflary to the page's death, having 
no evident proofs againft ìàtOy but he endeavours to cre- 
ate in all men a belief, that he had a hand in it. He. 
has confulud a magician, who has fiiewcd him the figure. 
of the murderer in a glafs, and, by another effeél of hi». 
. eochantmewtsi lias prefented him with a pìékure, draiwa 
&#m the magical portraittore in the -glafs» wiiich Ù^ 
duke has cmlfed to be tmitsted by the floUulleft nuAotr 
ia France, fesdii^ the cMipiet in great aumbera to aK 
parts of the ktagdom» y/Mà orden to the govemon of 
tomn* and citict» efpcciaU|r fuck at are on the finontkfs 
and lea-coafti« to caufe all travellers to be brought before 
tbem* and codòronted with tke pidure, that fo, if peffi- 
hk^ ihe murdexcr may be difcovered» who wiU not ùaL 
f» be put to all the toiturea they can invent» to draw a 
oonfeffioB &»m ktmt *< That Cardinal liffasatini had cob* 
tnved the «Minder <of the Duke of Odeaos, ^ough bf 
■ttftake it was ^executed i» tis page/' But the •cardinal 
il even with iixm, having accufed him to the <|ueea o£ 
defigning to anurder hkn ; Whereupon the Duke is fent 
prifoacrto the calile of the Wood of Vinciecnes. This 
makes the creatures of Beaufort to murmur, and (ay* 
there is a higher hand than the cardinal's alone in tUe 
oontriirance of this murder. Libels are fcattered up and 
down the ftreeU, and it ìb faid» that die ghoft of the 
page has been often Ceca to walk in the royd apart* 
ments. 
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* 

In the mean time, I wait all opportunities to do the 
Orand Signior fome effe^ual fervice, fnatching every 
contingency which may advance the Ottoman intercft ; 
ndther am I forgetful to oblige ray friends. 

The Great God prcfenre thee from untimely death» 
and give the favour with the fultan* 

Paris, 30th of the nth M©on, of the Year 1^43. 



XXVII.— To Pestili Hali, his Brother. 

MThsh I wrote laft to thee, I thought I Hiould have 
taken à farther journey than thou* Aiia was the d^gn- 
ed ilage of thy travels ; but I locked on myfelf^ at that 
time» as bound for anc^her woiid ; and» therefore» hav- 
ing no hopes of ever feeing thee again in this» I gane 
thee a (blemn adieu. It is noW four yenrs fince that let- 
ter was wnt» during which thou haft feen many ilrange 
things in the Eaft» while I have obferved £bmc remark- 
ablee in the Weft. Thou art returned fafe to Conftaati- 
nople» and I am ftill alive in Paris. I am overjoyed to 
hear I have a brother living ;; I hope thou wilt not be 
forry that I have hitherto efcaped the ftroke of death. We 
two are the only furviving of all our race ; let us love One 
another» as though there were nothing elfe ia the worki 
.for us to love. As lor our mother» I kjiow not whether 
flie be on earth or in paradife. The laft: letter ihe feiM: 
me» exprefied her grief for the death of her fecond huf- 
.band» £nce which e^hteen moons are elapfed» aad I 
'have heard notlung of heri. I defire thee» if thou haft 
:any tendernefs for Mahmut» to fatisfy me whether ùi^kfi 
' living or dead. Perhaps flie is married agaim and may 
be removed into fome.uakoowg cpuatry. J am poiidqxed 
with a thou&nd anxieties about her. 
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Remember, that the tribe to which we belong was 
none of the moft obfcure in Arabia. Let us imitate the 
'Virtues of our kindred, without meddling with their 
-vices : In fuch a family, it will not be difficult to find 
fome good examples, and fuch as are worthy to be fol- 
lowed. Let us learn temperance from one, prudence 
from another, magnanimity from a third, and the rules 
of piety and juftice from them all. This I take to be a 
proper method to acquire an excellency in virtue, and to 
root good habits in us, it being certain, that pra6^ical 
examples have more influence on men, than the moil 
pithy and fage inftruélions. Who can refleA on the in- 
comparable modefty of Ufeph, my father's brother, and 
not be charmed ? Thou mayeft remember with how 
fweet a grace of mildnefs and condefcenfion all his ac- 
tions were adorned. He was efteemed the moft polite 
man in thofe parts. From him we may learn to bear in- 
juries patiently, and not to grow peevifh at the imperti- 
nencies of the vulgar ; not to be of a rugged temper, 
fierce or revengeful, but to be always of an even deport- 
ment, purfuing all men with civilities and good offices, 
the very nature of which brings its own reward along 
with it (if there were no others), the mind being fed 
with an inexpreffible complacency, af^er fuch generous 
performances. 

Mehmet Ali, our kinfman, was a man of fingular 
government and moderation 5 he was neither vainly fond 
of his friend, nor humorous or cold : He rejcded flat- 
terers, and was not concerned at ilanderers : He vras 
neither fuperftitious nor profane ; liberal without pride, 
frugal without avarice, and in all things he carried him- 
felf with exquifite fobriety and rcafon. 

Such men as thefe we ought to fet before us, as pat- 
terns of a good life ; and, in following their fleps, we 
(hall honour the family from which we defcend. 
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In perufiog thy letter, I find tbou haft made (ome 
■profitahle remarks in thy travels. Thou h^ft been at the 
courts of feveral great and illuflrious princes, and retumeft 
home enriched with a treafury of jewels, of a far higher 
price than rubies smd diamonds. The knowledge which 
ihou hail purchafed is a merchapdife for kings, and will 
j'ender thee acceptable to the foverdgns of the earth. 
Thou hail improved much in a little time, and ihak reap 
the honour and profit ai thy experience all the days of 
thy life. . 

It wiU be a kind office, if thou wile gratify thy bro- 
ther with fome of thofe choice obfervations thou hail 
jnade. I have a particular defire to be informed of ma» 
-ny things in the Indies. Our coufin Ifouf is covetous of 
his memoirs ; he will not impart any thing to me, 
though he has likewife traverfed all the £aii. I would 
fain know the age and charaéber of the prefent Mogul. 
Here is a Portugaefe in the city, with whom I fome- 
times converie : He has been at Indoilan, and fays, that 
the prefent emperor of that country is a man of no great 
abilities, fufFering his affairs to be managed by the con- 
duel of women ; that he has more than ordinary famili- 
4irity with one of his daughters ; that he has four fons, 
whom he has made fovereigns of provinces; they arc 
princes of a&ive fpirits, and, he fays, k is feared thejr 
will one day depofe their father. 

He tells a remarkable ilory of the Great Mogul's be- 
ing once in danger of his life, which, becaufe it has 
fomething in it very extraordinary, I will in brief relate 
it to thee. 

It happened, that this prince was riding on one of 

iiis elephants in the province of CaihemirC) when fuc^ 

dcnly the beail grew raging mad.. It feems it is the na* 

I 'tarcof thefcanknals^ when they are Hung with hift, at 

Ì z 

i 
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•certain times of the year, to fall iato a kind of frenzy, 
which, if not timely obviated, wilt laft forty days. He 
yirhok office it was to manage the elephant, perceiving 
that the king's life was in apparent danger,, through the 
furious humour of the beaft, had not time ta fay any 
more to the king,, but only thefc words, ** There is but 
this only way to fave your life, that I facsifice mine to 
the ékphsunU which I freely do^ a& m unlbigned tefti- 
mof^y of my loyalty.'' With that, he cait himfilf at 
the elephant's feet, which immediately took hiin ap 
.with his trunk, and killed him, and ib became pacified. 
The king, aftonifhed at fo furprifmg an accident, and 
to teftiiy his gratitude for fo unparalelied a fidelky, 
feat for thia man's fons, and having aflced them. Whe- 
ther they could have refolUtion enou^. to follow the&r 
father's example in fuch caf& ì to which they all anfwee- 
i»fl^, " That his majefty m%ht fee it immediately, if he 
pleafe to give but the word ;" the king caufed rich vefts 
to be bellowed on every one of them, with other prc- 
{cnts, and made them the chitsf makers of his elephants 
throi:^hout . the ^ompire. The Portuguefe added, that 
in token of thankfulnefs to Heaven for fo fignal a pre- 
fervation, the emperor gave royal and magnificent alms 
to all the poor in that province, vowing never to ride a- 
ipin on an elt^phant, fince it had coH him, the life of one 
of his mod faithful fervants* 

If thou hail met with any inilancet of fb remarkaUe a 
virtue, infect them in. tjiy letter ; for, whatever noayhe 
in the EaA, a ms» may hsit vrhol« ages in thefe Weftsm 
part^, before he fhall find fuch unfhaken fidelity in a 
iervant. The King Eternal ca(t an eye of favoinr on 
thee, and reward tfaee for the lote thou bearefl: to our 
g)pnous.fu)taii4 

Paris, i6th.of the rath Moon, (of tke T^ms z64a. 
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BOOK ni. 

LETTER I.— To Ibrahim Haly Cheik, a Man of 
the Law, 

IriEit'E is a man come to this city, \i he may be called a 
man, who pretends to have lived abont thefe fixteeir 
hundred years. They call him the Wandering Jew ; bttt 
ibmc iay, he is an impoftor. He fays of himfdf, that 
he was dher of the divan in Jeniialem (the Jcwà call it 
the court of judgment), where all criminal caufes were 
tried, at the time when Jefus, the fon of Mary, the 
Chriftians Meifias, was condemned by Pcmtius Pilate, the 
Roman prefident ; that his name was Miehob Ader $ 
and that, for thrufting Jefus out of the hall, with thefe 
words, ** Go, why tarricft thou ?" the Mefllas anfwered 
him again ; ** I go, but tarry thou till I come ;" thereby 
condemning liim to live till the day of judgment. He 
pretends to remember the apoftles that lived in thofe 
days,, and that he himielf was baptized by one of them ; 
that he has travelled through all the regions of the 
world, and fo muft continue to be a vagabond till the 
Mefiias (hall return again. They fay, that he heab 
difeafes, by touching the party afFeded. Diver» other 
miracles are afcribed to him by the igncu'ant and fuper- 
ftitious ; but the learned, the noble^ and the great, cen« 
fure him as a counterfeit, or a madman. Yet there are 
who a£Erm, that it is one convincing argument of the 
reality of his pretence, that he has hitherto efcaped Si 
prifon, efpecially in thefe countries, where the authors 
of all innovations are feverely puniihed. He has efcaped 
the inquifition at Rome, iii Spam, and in Portugal, which 
the vidgar will have to be an evident miracle. 

Vol 11. H 
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One day I had the curiofity to difcourfe with him in 
fcvcral languages ; and I found him .mafter of all thofc 
that I could fpcak. I converfed with him five or fix 
hours together in Arahic. He told me, that there w^s 
fcarcc a true hiftory to be found. I afl^ed him, what he 
thought of Mahomet, the prophet and lawgiver of the 
muffulmans ? He anfwered, that he knew his father very 
well, and had been often in his company at Ormus in 
Ferfia ; that Mahomet was a man full of light and a 
divine fpirit, but had his errors as well as other mortals ; 
and that his chiefefl was, in denying the crucifixion of the 
Meffias ; for, faid he, ** I was then prefent, and faw 
him hang on the crofs, vwth thefc jcycs of mine.'* He 
accufed the muflulmans of impofture, in making the 
world believe, that the tomb of their prophet hangs 
miraculoufly between heaven and earth, faying, that he 
himfelf had feen it, and that it was buih after the man- 
ner of other fepulchres. Thou .who hail been at the 
holy place, knoweft whether this be true or falfe. He 
upbraids the Perfian Mahometans with luxury, the Otto- 
mans with tyranny, the Arabians with robbery, the 
Moors with cruelty, and the muffulmans of the Indies 
with atheifm. Nor does he fpare to reproach the Chrif- 
tian churches : He taxes the Roman and Grecian with 
the pompous idolatry of the heathens. He accufes the 
Ethiopian with Judaifm, the Armenian with herefies; 
and fays, that the proteftants, if they would live accord- 
ing to their profeifion, wocdd be the beil Chriilians. 

He told mp, he was in Rome when Nero fet fire to 
the city, and flood ttiiimphing on the top of a hill to 
behold its flames. That he faw Saladine's return firom 
his conquefts in the Eaft, when he caufed his fhirt to be 
carried on the top of a fpear, with this proclamation ; 
♦* Saladine, .lor4 of many rich couatries, conqueror of 
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l3ie Eaft, CTcr viélorious and happy, when he dies, fhall 
have no other memorial left of all his glories, but only 
this poor fhirt." 

He relates tnany remarkable paflages of Solyman Ùit 

Magnificent; whereof ouf hiftories are iilent ; and fay», 

he was in Conftantinople, when Solymon btiilt that 

royal mofqiie, which goes by his name. He knew' 

Tamerlane the Scythian, and told me, that he was fo 

called, becaufe he halted with one leg. He pretends alfa 

to have been acquainted with Scanderbeg, the valiant 

and fortunate Prince of Epirus. He feemed to pity the 

infupportabk calamity of Bajazet, whom he had fecn 

earrtcd about in a cage by Tamerlane's order. He 

accufes the Scythian of too barbarous an infult on the 

unfortunate fultan.. He remembers the ancient caliphs 

i of Babylon and Egypt ; the empire of the Saracens, and 

\ the wars in the Holy Land. He highly extols the 

valour and condaél of the renowned Godfrey of BuHoign. 

He gives an accurate account of the rife, progrefs, efta- 

I bliihment, and fubverfion of the Mamalukes in Egypt. 

j He fays, he has walhed himfelf in the two head fprings 

I of the ri^er Nile, -which arife in the moft foutheni 

i part of Ethiopia ; that its increafe is occafioned by the 

! great rains in Ethiopia, which fwell all the rivers that 

j fall into the Nile, and caufe that vaft inundation, which 

has fo much puzzled philofophy to ffnd out the origin. 

He fays, that the river Ganges in India, is broader and 

deeper than the Nile ; that the river Niger in Africa is 

I longer by fome hundreds of miles ; and that he can re- 

I member a time, when the river Nile overflowed not till 

three months after the ufual feafon. 
I Having profeffcd himfelf an univerfal traveller, and 

that there was no corner of the earth where he had not 
been prefent, I began to comfort myfelf with the hopes 
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of fomc news from the ten tribes of Ifrael, that were 
carried into captivity by Salmanafiar King of Aflyria, 
and could never be heard of fince. I afked him fevered 
queiiions concerning them, but found no fatisfaé^ory 
anfwer ; only he told me, that both in Afia, Africa 
and Europe, he had taken notice of a fort of people, 
who, though not Jews in profeffion, yet retained *fome 
charadleriftics, whereby one might difcover them to be 
defcendcd of that nation. 

In Livonia, Ruffia and Finland, he had met with 
people of diflinft languages from that of the country, 
having a great mixture of Hebrew words ; that thcfc 
abflaincd from fwines fle(h, blood, and things ftrangled ; 
that in th^ir lamentations for the dead, they always 
ufcd thefe words, " Jeru-Jeru, Mafco Salem ;" by which 
he thought, they called to remembrance Jerufalem, and 
Damafcus, thofe two famous cities of Paleftine and Syria. 
In the Circaffians alfo he had traced fome footfteps of 
Judaifm ; their cuftoms, manner of life, feafts, marriages, 
and facrifices, being not far removed from the inllitutions 
of the Mofaic Law. But, what is moft remarkable, he 
laid, that he had converCied with profefifed ^ws in the 
north parts of Afia, who never fd much as heard of 
Jefus, the fon of Mary, or of the revolutions in Judea 
after his death, the fiege and deftru£lion of Jerufalem, 
or any other mattert wherewith all hiftories abound, con- 
ccming that na.tion. He faid moreover, that thefe Jews 
had only the Pentateuch, not having heard of the reft 
of thofe books which compofe the greateft part of the 
Old Teftament j and that this Pentateuch was written 
in a fort of Hebrew, far different from that which is 
now commonly fpokcn by the refi of the difperfed Jews 
throughout the world ; that the number of thefe Jews 
was infinite ; and finally, he thought, that thefe, if anyi 
were the true poflerity of thofe ten captive tribes. 
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Having mentioned the deftmélion of Jcrufalcm, I afk- 
cd him, where he was at that time ? He told me, in the 
court of Vefpafian at Rome ; and that he had heard the 
emperor fay, when he underftood the temple of Solomon 
was burnt to afhcs, " He had rather all Rome had been 
fet on fire." Here the old man fell a-wceping himfelf, 
lamenting the ruins of that noble ftruAure, which he 
defcribed to me as familiarly as if he had feen it but 
yefterday. He fays, that Jofephus wrote partially of 
the feditious in the city, being related to one of the 
chief ringleaders, whom therefore he fpared, being loath 
to flain the reputation of his own family to all pollerity. 

I tell thee, fage cheik, if this man's pretences be true, 
he Ì8 fo full of choice memoirs, and has been witnefs to 
to many grand tranfaétions for the fpace of fixteen cen- 
turies of years, that he may not unfitly be called, a 
IMng chronologfy, the proto-notary of the Chriftians 
hegira, or principal recorder of that which they efteem 
the kit epocha of the ^orid's duration. 

By bis looks one would take him jfbr a relic of the 
oU World, or one of the long-lived fathers before the. 
thoà^' Tor fpcak niodeffly, he may pafr for the younger 
brother of Time. 

It would be endlefs to teH thee how many other dif- 
courfes we had of his travels and memoirs ; till tired with 
his company, and judging all to be a cheat, I took my 
leave. 

I tell thee, he fecms to be a man well verfed in aU hif- 
tories, a great traveller, and one that aifedis to be count- 
ed an extraordinary perfon. The common people are 
ready to adore him ; and the very fear of the multitude 
reftrains the magiftrates from offering any violence to 
this impoflor. 

Live thou in the exercife of thy reafon, which will not 

«3 
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pennit thee to be fcduced into errors, by the fubtle in- 
finuations. of men* Continue to love Mahmut) who 
honours thee without a hdion^ 

Paris, 4th of the xil Moon, of the Year 1^44. 



11.-^7(7 ihe Selktar Aga, or Svxtrd^Bearer. 

Jealousy., the bane of puhb'c alliances» as well as of 
private friendihip, has carried the arms of Swedeland into 
Denmark, at a time when leaft expe^ed. 

AU Europe was alarmed at the news of this furprifin^ 
invafion, it being thought that the Swedes had work 
.enough cut out for them in Germany. 

However, few could penetrate into the reafons which 
. induced them to refpite the Imperialifis, and at the fame 
time carry the war into the dominions of King Chriftiaa; 
who, by his mediation, and other good offices, bctweea 
the German Emperor and that crown, merited another 
kind of return than an bollile invaAon. 

But the peacemaker has moft times a thanklefs office» 
1 have feen a gentlemaji endeavouriQg to part or paciif 
two of his friends encountering in the dreets of Parish 
and has received the poiat of one of. their rapiers in his 
heart fgr his kindndfs. So fared it with the King of 
Denmark, who was accepted, of by both parties as um- 
pire of the quarrel, and had fent liis ambafiador to Munr 
fter, where he treated fo fucccfsfuUy with the Imperialifts, 
that he brought them to terms vcr^j advantageous to the 
jSwedes \, yet the firft overtures of hi^ mediation gaye fo 
great a fufpicion to that nation, that, while the Danifh 
ambaffador was a(5lually concluding a peace for them, 
they commence a war, or rather tranflate it irom the 
province» of the empire to Stcania, entering that country 
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with twelve thoufand men. And, to (how the world 
tbcy were in earneft, they privately treat with the Hol- 
landers to affift them with a fleet and men, which wts 
granted them under the command of Admiral Martin 
Tyes. 

At the fame time, General Torftenfon entered Hol- 
ftein, where he advanced with admirable fucccfs ; took 
Kiel by furprife, and paffing forward, poffeffed himfe!f 
of Jutland, driving King Chriftian into a corner of his 
dominions'; for, now he had only Zealand and Fionia 
left, which are two iflands, the former- whereof commands ' 
the paffage into the Baltic Sea.- 

Here the King of Denmark- finds htmfelf befet widi' 
difficulties and dangers by fea and- land <; yet, in regaM 
his greatefl: ftreagth la^ in his (hipping, he wholly applies 
himfelf to rig, and man out a good fleet. At the fame 
time, he informs his allies of this- unjuft war, and made 
paffionate complaints to the ' emperor, for whofe (ake all 
this befel him, imploring his friendfhip and aid in fo 
great » calamity*- The emperor fends G^aflb with 
-forces, who entering the territories of Hamburgh and 
I^ubeck, a league was negotiated between the emperor 
and the Danifh King ; but by the artifices of the 
French and Holland ambaffadors at Copenhagen, the 
king was diffuaded from making, an alliance with the 
Houfe of Auftria. 

However, the Dnnklrkers offered -King Chriftian to 
maintain a confiderable fleet in the Sound, at their owft 
charge, which he feemed to accept of. 

AH the miniflcrs endeavour to play their own gàme,^ 
and abufe the goodnefs of the unfortunate king j whilft 
ui the mean time, he lofes ground in Holdein, General 
Torftenfon having . taken Chrldlanprys, a very ftrong 
place: 

H4, 
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"What will be the iffue of thefe tranfaólions, time will 
manifcft ; but were not this king mafter of an extraordi- 
nary vi^ue, he would fmk under fo many preffiire8,^be* 
ing a man of a great age. But God fupports whom 
he pleafes. 

Paris, 20th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1644. 



III. — To Cara Haly, the Phyjtàan, at Conjlanttnoph. 

•i Hou haft feen many in the arms of death, wreftli'ng 
with the grim monarch of (hadows, who by the privilege 
ÒI. an excellent conflitution have difengaged thcmielves 
from his clutches, and flood at open defiance with him 
for fome years afterwards. But Fqueftion whether thou 
haft ever known ^y, whom that conqueror has once laid 
iti the duft> that ever recovered again. 

In a village about half a league from this city, there 
died a man (or ^t leaft he feemed to die), about a week 
ago. He was ftretchcd fprth istO thc poSufC f-ttcll f9l 
his coffin, by the hands of two old women. HÌ3 rela- 
tions and friends flocked about his body, to pray for 
his foul, as is the cuftom of the Chriftians.^ The houfe 
was filled with tears and fighs, and a mournful cloud fat 
on every brow : He lay thus for the fpacc of thirty-five 
hours, dead, in the fuppofition of all his family ; when 
the watchers, who fat by, were fiiddenly aftonifhed to 
bear him fneeze : They ran away at fii-ft, as people 
affrighted at fome ghaftly vifion, and alarmed the whole 
Deighbourhood with the news. Phyficians were fent for, 
who caufing him to be laid in a warm bed, and ufing 
proper applications, he recovered his fenfes, and by dc - 
gree? his fpeech. They are in hopes to rettore him to 
perfed health again. He relates to his vifitants many 
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ftrange things that he has feen and heard during the five- 
ànd-thìrty hours that he was thought to be dead. He 
fays he has been before the throne of God, and has feeii 
all the orders of angels ; that he was commanded to re- 
turn back again to his body, to warn men of the ap- 
proaching day of judgment. He preaches repentance 
and good works to all tliat come near him. Hence it is 
that the devouter fort of people refort to his houfc in pil- 
grimage, efteeming him a faint. They fay he has anti- 
cipated the general refurredion, to give a frefhjiroof of 
it to this unbelieving age, and to evince that it will come 
to pafs before he fhall quit his body. He prophefies the 
COnverfion of the Jews to be near at hand, and that the 
muffulmans (hall embrace the Chriftian faith. 

Such as are fond of novelties, and fuperftitioufly in- 
clined, believe what he fays to be as true as the Alco- 
ran ; but the learned impute it all to the fumes of me- 
lancholy, to which he w^as always naturally prone. For 
ipy part, who believe that Mahomet, the meflenger of 
God, was the lail, and feal of all the prophets, I look 
for none after him ; nor am I credulous of every one who 
pretends to a divine commiffion ; yet, when I am in com- 
pany with fuch as are this man's admirers, I talk as they 
do, and feem what I am not, that I may the better ac- 
quit myfelf what I really am ; befidcs, it is not prudence 
to provoke the fury of bigots by oppofing their fenti- - 
ments. 

They relate a ftory of a man who died in this city 
fome hundreds of years ago ; and it is upon record, that 
this perfon during his lifetime was cfteemed a very holy 
inan ; but after his death, while they were performing his 
funeral obfequies, and carrying the body round the church 
in proceflion, he fuddenly ftarted up from the bier on» 
which he was carried, pronouncing thefe words witli aa* 
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«udlble voice» ^^ I am arraigned before the judgment-feat 
of God*'' All that heard, him fpcak were afionifhed. at. 
fo furprifing aa event» and, the priefts> who fang the 
hymn of reft to his foul, for a while defifted. But again 
going on with their proceflion and hymns, he arofe the. 
fecond time, and faid alqud, *^ I am tried at God's tri- 
bunal." This gut another flop to the folemnity, till, at 
ter fome delihcrations,. they refolvcd to proceed a third 
time, when he ftarted up again, and faid, ** I am con* 
4emned by the juft fcntcnce of God." This put a final' 
flop to the funeral ceremonies. They would no longer, 
chaunta reft to the foul of him. whqfe dead body arofe. 
and pronounced, him damned ; neither would they bury 
His body in confecrated. ground whofe foul they knew 
was lodged in hell by a voice from, the dead. There is. 
an order of dervifes, called Cartbufians, who,, they fay, . 
are a ftan ding monument of. the truth of this relation; 
for pne Bruno, being touched with compun£lion at lb. 
treniendbus an accident, immediately forfook the fociety 
of men, and led a contemplative life in exquifite filenc^, 
abftirrence, faftijpg and prayer, enjoining all his foUowerai 
to do the Hk^, who are now fpread into moft parts of 
Chriftendom, ^ having magnificent, monaftenes, great im- . 
xnunities, and are cfteemed the ftridlcft order of the Ror 
man church. They- are ferved in the markets before the 
king himfclf. If any dervife of another order dcfires to 
come into thj^, he- may ; bt>t from this there is no re- 
turn. They djg; a part of their own grajre every day, 
having every one a ccH and a garden to himfelf. They, 
converlc with one another but once a- week ; and if when 
they are walking into the clòiftérs of their monaftery, 
they happen ta fpy a ft ranger, they (cud away into their 
cells, as conies iiito their holes at the fight of a dog*. 
They never tafté of flcfh, and are obliged to pray eight. 
kòux5 out of the fcur-awi-twcnty.. 
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This order has afforded eminent fcholars and ftatd*- 
men ; hut now it is like to have men of another charac- 
ter for its profelytes ; for, fincc the refurredion of this 
new prophet I mentioned in the beginning of my letter, 
the rabble are all turning Carthufians.- 

Thou who art acquainted with the nature of ecilaiies and 
trances, wilt know what to judge of this man's raptures. 
The great Cardaa could fall into them when he pleafed ; 
and I have heard of a learned Mahometan dervife in the 
Indies that had the art of withdrawing his foul from the 
lody, at which times he beheld divine and celefticd things, 
not by way of contemplatoon, but real intuition. We 
nuft acknowledge thefe to be the fayourites of Heavea, 
friends of Nature, and privy to the fecrets of both worlds* 

I defire thee to write me fome news of my friends, for 
lean hear nothing from them, which makes me think 
myfelf among the dead, and quite forgotten. If thoa 
ftillxetaineft thy wonted chccrfnlnefs, thou art happy. 
Sadnefs is the bane of the foul, from which I pray Hea* 
ven preferve both thee and me. 

Par it» ftóth of the id Mood, of the Year 1644* 



IV. — To William Vosp«l, h Ghrjfiian Reclufe of Au^- 
Jria. 

X AM a Chriftian as wdl as thou, and yet 1 cannot find 
a reafon to live after thy manner ; not that I reprehend 
thy choice, but I confult my own happineis. I could 
willingly embraee a monaftic life, were it not for the vovk 
of obedience. Thofe of chaftity and poverty are not fo 
frightful ; but to be abfolutely refigned to the will of à ' 
fuperior (who may be a thoufand times more vicious than 
]Dyielf)| is far more iikfopie than to be a flave in .Tur»> 

m6 • 
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key. There a man may pave himfelf a way to many en- 
joyments in the midft of captivity, and fwectcn his worft 
condition with the hopes of freedom one time or other ; 
but here I muft he condemned to an crerlafting fervitudc^ 
and fuch an one as renders it a crime fo much as to think 
of pleafure, or dream of a releafe. I mud be ever con- 
fined to obey one that perhaps is not matter of himfelf^ 
to humour aJl his caprices, to give the he to that fenfe 
and reafon with which God and Natnre have endued me, 
to make black and white, good and evil, reciprocal termv 
though every one knows they are perfeél contradiAions : 
In fine, I muft refolve in all things (not excepting my 
^ery thoughts) to be conduded by him, who, for ought 
I know, follows no other guide but his own irregulsB^ 
paiHons. What will then become of me after fuch an. 
«nreafonable forfeiture of my native liberty ? I will tell 
thee in one word : From a rational creature, I fhall be 
changed to a brute ; from a man to a fot ; and, having 
now fomc fparks of virtue, I fhall then be made the ren* 
dezvous of all vice. 

Think not that I go about to make thee hate the man- 
ner of life thou haft chofen. Though I cfteem thee mi-' 
fcrable, do not judge fo of thyfelf. Thou mayeft find a 
great deal of pleafure in that reftraint, which to mc 
would be the moft infupportable calamity in the world ; 
and it may be as eafy for thee to fubmit to the will of 
another, as it is hard for me to comply with my own. I 
am of fo wavering a conftitution, that. I cannot without 
great difficulty pleafe myfelf ; much Tefs could I be able 
to humour the extravagancies of a foul different from 
mine. I have obfervcd, that fhould I follow the motions 
of my own proper incluiation at all times, I fhould do 
many thing < whereof I might afterwards repent. Why 
jaay not the cafe be the fame, or worfe, if I blindly obey 
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the will of a ftran^cr ? Am 1 fure that he is a good man ? 
or, if he be fo to-day, how do I know but that he may- 
be othcrwife to-morrow ? Nay, what feciirlty can be gi- 
ven me, that if he be a faint this hour, he will not be a 
devil the next ? fince the temper of a man varies as often, 
and fuffers as many alterations, as the elements do, out 
of which he is compounded. Where then can be the 
rcafon of giving myfelf wholly up to any man's difpofal 
all my lifetime ì Is it not fufficient to obey the fovereign 
prelate who commands the whol^ church, yet impofcs not 
the diftates of his own will as a law, but governs all 
Chrtftians according to the ancient traditions, ftated ca- 
nons, and decrees of the apoftles, fathers and councils ? 
vhereas thofe who prefide over the convents of the reli- 
gious, many times rule arbitrarily, commanding their fub- 
jcfts to do thofe things which are diametrically oppofitc 
to the very fundamental rules of Chriftianity, and con- 
trary to the law of nature. Hfhe more I think on it, the. 
greater is my averfion for this private blind obedience. 

Thou wilt fay, that a regular life is the way to per- 
feéiion ; I grant it : But cannot a man lead a regular life 
unlcfs he be immured in a convent ? or be pcrfeft, if his 
mind be not fquared to the retirements of a cloifter ? I 
will t>ll thee my fentiments freely, and without a mafk. 
The nature of every thing is its perfcdion ; there are 
pcrfedt finncrs as well as perfe6t faints. Thus we fay, 
luch an one i* a perfeft drunkard, fornicator, cheat, ty- 
ont, or the Kke. I afk thee, Whether this fort of per- 
feélion may not be ( I wifh I could fày, is not too often 
aélually ) found within, the walls of a religious houfe ? On 
the other hand,, doft thou think it impoffible to find the 
perfe6lion of virtue in the mixed life of the world ? Be 
not a cynic, nor condemn things whereof , thou haft made 
no experiment. Remember how many kings and queens. 
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princes and nobles» have been canonized for faints, who, 
in the miJft of fo many fplendours» kept their eyes un- 
dazzkd ; whcfe ears never let in the blandiihments o£ 
flatterers, nor the malicious whifpcrs of the envious j 
whofe hands were never polluted with innocent blood, 
nor their thirft quenched with the tears of widows and 
orphans ; but in all things they conferved an inviolate 
purity, modefty, and. integrity oif manners.. Thcfc per- 
fons were perfedi in the midft of imperfeftions, and re^ 
gular in the. height of human diforders ; faints upon earth, 
and angels among men. 

Affuredly it is not impoffible for a man (let his condi- 
tion be what it will, public or private, fervile or free), 
to condu6l himfelf evenly, and by a rule,. through all the 
meanders and mazes, of human life. I muft confefs this 
is very difficult, and- all men . have not that divine art. 
Few can walk on pinnacles^ and not make falfe fteps ^ 
fuch is our life, and happy is he that makes the feweft i- 
Yet there is a dexterity, with which whofoever is ac* 
quainted, need not go to a monailery to inquire the v^ay 
to blifs. 

Thou wilt perhaps- accufe mc of too mocb^ bluntnefr 
and ill manners, . in thus declaiming againft that kind of 
life which thou haft entered into ; but pardon the free- 
dom I take with my friend, and reft fatisfied» that thougli 
I affe£l not a reclufe life myfelf, yet I honour thofe, who,. 
having once engaged thcmfclves therein, , perfevere with 
oonftancy, from which I fhall never perfuade thee or an]^ ^ 
man to depart. 

. Paris, id of the 2d Moon, of the Year x544». 
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v.— -To Mu STAPH A> Berber Aga. 

A FRENCH merchant, lately come from Ifpahan, brings 
intelligence,, that the chan of the Ufbeck Tartars is arT- 
rivcd at -that city, to crave aid of the prefent Sophi of. 
PeHia againft his rebellious children,, who have depofcd 
him, and bereaved him of one of his eyes. The fophi 
has given him a royal reception, going himfclf in perfoa. 
above a league out of the city to meet him, accompanied.; 
with all his nobles. This, gentleman came away before 
the Tartarian prince had fucceeded in his deiign ; but it 
was generally fuppofed that Cha Abbas would affi (I him 
with a confiderable army of horfe and foot, . as alfo with . 
money to carry, on the war.. 

This king is not thirteen years of. age, yet takes upoik. 
himfelf the management of pubh'c affairs. He is addiél* 
ed to drinking of wine, a great lover of mufic and wo* 
men, of a noble inclination, yet fomewhat too paffionate» 
He commanded the belly of one of his pages to be rip»- 
l^d up for breaking a cry (lai bafon which he much ad» 
mired ; yet afterwards, repenting of what he had done» . 
he caufed him to be honourably buried, and a ftately 
tpmb to be creeled over him ; he alfo inquired out fuch. 
of his kindred aa.were living^ to whom he gave large pea» 
fions. 

There has been little of a^ion in thefe parts fince the. 
fignal defeat. that, was given to the Frencbby the forces 
of John dc Wert and General Mercy. Four French 
marefchals were taken prifoners, with all the chief offi- 
cers, fix thoufaad foldiers,. be^es their, ammunition and 
baggage.. 

In this afUon, it is faid the Spanl(h horfe . behaved 
themfelves.very bravely, fpurred on with an ambition to 
lecover the glory they fcemcd to have loll in fo many. 
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batiks. They rufticd into the French quarters with a 
fury which foon put them into diforder, and afterward» 
difpofcd them to quit the fitld. 

Before this battle began, it isjaid there were feen two 
armies of birds fig}iting in the air, which engaged fo fu- 
rioufly, that the ground was covered with their dead bo- 
dies ; and that morning, when one of the French mare- 
fchals was going out of his ttnt with a piftol in his handy 
in order to try it, the barrel fplit, arid tore his hand in. 
|)Iece8. Thefe are now looked upon as prodigies and 
ominous figns of the lofs they afterwards fiiftained ; but> 
had the victory been'on their fide, nobody would have 
taken notice of them. 

The God that gives victory when and to whom he 
pleafes, grant, that the Ottoman arms may be ever fuc~ 
cefsful againft the infidels. 

Paris, 25th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1644. 

VI. — To the VisiER AzEM, at the Forte. 

1 HOU that art the principal fupport of the Ottoman.^ 
empire, under the Grand Signior, oughteft to be inform- 
ed of all things which may either threaten damage, of 
promife alliilance, to the throne which refts on thj 
fhoulders. 

I pafs away fome of my time among feamen, elpeciafc 
ly fuch as fail in the Levant ; their very breath is a re- 
lief when I am chamher-fick, or ftifled with the clbfe va- 
pours of Pans. I fancy their lungs tranfport hither the 
breezes of the Mediterranean, or the more wh'okfome 
airs of Afia. I talk fo familiarly with them in their ma- 
rine diale6l, that they fcruple not to take me for a tar- 
paulin, and, therefore, entertain mc VQthout referve aa.^ 
one of their crew. 
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This very evening, I was with fome of thefc retainers 
to Neptune. Among the reft of the difcourfe I had 
with them, we touched upon the Dardanelles which 
guard the Hellefpont. They taxed the Chriftian princes 
with cowar<Kce, or unpardonable negligence, that they 
have never attempted to force their paflage through that 
channel into the Propontis, and block up the imperial 
city by fea, and fct it on fire, cfpecially the royal fera- 
glio, from whence are iflue^ out the decrees of life and 
death to the whole earth. 

I told them, they were miftaken in the ftrength of 
thofe caftles which command that important avenue, and 
• that no (hips ever durft venture within their reach with- 
out leave ; when one of them ftarted up, and made this 
anfwer: ** Sir, we have veffcls impenetrable as rocks» 
which dare come to an anchor under the very walls of thofc 
(upevannuatcd forts» and defy all the Turkifh artillerjr 
40 remove us thence. We only want a commifBon from 
our king to try the experiment." 

I tell %ht^, fupreme xmnifter, I found too much reafon 
•In tis anfwer to make room for a reply ; wherefbte,' 
difiembling for a while the agoiry I was in for the wel- 
fare of the SubKme Porte, I took my leave of the com- 
pany, and immediately fct pen to paper, to let thee know 
what is in the hearts of thefe infidels. 

I am not verfed in the art and method of fortification ; 
yet pardon an error of loyalty and zeal, if I commit it, 
in propofing to thee the neccflity of creeling platforms 
all along the oppofite fhores of the Hellefpont, to ftrikc 
terror, and prevent the enemy from attempting that, 
which, in all probability, would not fall of fuccefs. ^ 

Thou that art air wifdom, wilt know how to make a ! 

right ufe of this hint from the faithful Mahraut, who- j 

never thinks himfclf happy, but v/hen he does fome ac* I 
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ceptable fervice to the invincible fovereign of the Tea and 
land. 

Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, of the year itS'44. 



VII; — To O u c o u M I c H E , hts Mother 9 at Gran J Cairo. 

X Hou mayeft better imagine than I can exprefs the 
mighty joy I felt, when I firft opened thy letter, and 
read the name of her that conceived rae, writtea by her 
own handj whereby I am afliired that thou art yet alive, 
and in health. Believe me, it came in a féafonable 
time, to refcue me oat of a difmal melancholy which' 
had feized my fpirits. Surely Fate direfted thy pen, and 
Providence timed the arrival of the vefiel, which brought 
me this happy news from Afric,^ in the faddeft hour 
of all my life.r'Juft ^<$ the meffenger. kuocked at my 
chamber- doof, where. I fat overwhelmed with doleful 
thoughts, the whole world feemed to me a vaft wildcu- 
nef&.or defart, inhabited only by beafts of prey, where 
tBe great and ftrong devour thoie whofc weaknefs caanoft^ 
arm them in their own defence ; a mere ftage of trage- 
dies, the (hambles of cruel butcheriea and murders. In 
this figure did my troubled imagination reprefent . the 
earth, with all the race of Adam dwelling upon it. If I 
could propofe to myfelf fuch a thing as a friend in the 
world, I know not how long it w:ould. be», before that 
very perfon, whom I had greateft reafon to efteem as 
fuch, might prove my mortal enemy ;-— of fo brittle a 
compofition is the fidelity of man ! I looked upon my 
life not as my own, but altogether lent me ; I efleemed 
not only men, but beads, and the very inanimate 
things, my creditors, for the permiffion I had to breathe. 
Ithought myfelf highly indebted to the fire, that it. dii 
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not burn me to death in my fleep, and no lefs to the 
winds, that they die not b)ow the houfe down where I 
lodge, and bury mc in. its ruins ; for where would be the 
injuftice, if any of thofe elements, which are the ingre- 
dients of my life, fhould become the inftnmients of my 
death ? I conlidered, that as I neither made myfelf, nor 
knew how I came to be what I am, fo I was ignorant 
when and by what means 1 fhould ceafe to* be. Perhapa 
I might be ftruck with a thunderboh from heaven, or 
fwallowed up by fome greedy chafm in the earth. A 
tile from a houfe might put a flop to. the motions of this 
machine of fleih, or a fall from a horfe. might break it« 
mailer- fprings. My prefeni ftation I looked upon aa pre- 
carious, hnce thofe very perfons who appointed me this 
employment to ferve one turn, would not fcruple to take 
off my head to ferve another. 

In thefe melancholy thoughts was I almoft drowned^, 
.when tl^ letter came, and ftruck a light out of the midH 
of darknels. I am now ready to die with e&cefs of joyv 
who before was half killed with extreme fadnefs* 
. But tell me, my dear mother«, in the name of our holj^ 
Prophet, what mQtiy.e induced thee to quit the wholefome 
air of Greece, for the noifome and pestilential vapoucs of 
Egypt ? Is Cairo a more eligible feat than Conftantino- 
pie ? Or, becaufe thou haft loft thy fecond hufband, 
,wilt thou be wedded to an incurable grief, and think no 
mourning fuSicient, unlefs thou go in pilgrimage to his 
very grave, there to diflqlve in tears, and mingle thyfelf 
,with his a(hes? He died in Cairo, and is there interred ; 
and thou mighteft have lived in Scio, or any part of 
Greece, without blemiflilng thy widowhood. People 
will fay, thou aimeft at the fortune of the Ephefian- wi« 
dow, who found a living hufband in the fcpulchre of her- 
dead one j but I, who know thy virtue, have Othcti- 
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thoughts of thee ; yet I cannot approve thy thus becom- 
ing tenant to a charnelhoufe : Therefore, the bcft ad- 
vice I can give thee is, to return to the imperial city a- 
gain, to the company of thy friends and acquaintance ; 
or, at lead, to return to thyfelf, and be not -tranfported 
with an extravagant forrow for one whom thou fhah ne- 
ver fee again. Tears cannot recover the dead, nor can 
thy varmeft fighs infplre him with breath. He is di» 
Torced from thee by an irrevocable law 5 and whilft thou 
art in vain lamenting for him on earth, he may be cele- 
brating new and joyful nuptials in heaven, being efpouf- 
cd to fome of the beautiful daughters of paradife. Be 
•pcrfuaded then» that he has quite forgot thee, having en- 
gaged himfelf in frefh amours above ; that he is in the 
arms of fome furpaffing beauty of Eden, and that thou 
haft np more xntereft in him. Let this coniideration af- 
iiiage thy grief, cure thy fondnefs, and make thee begin 
to think of another hirfband. Thofe whp make theiv 
firft vifits to the French widows, after the ufual form* 
alities of condolence are ovisr, take the liberty to tell 
l¥em, *< That they mtift Ifvc fey the iiting^ ftnd not bj 
the dead.** This comfortable proverb is often ufedi 
cveii before the funeral folcmnities are finiflicd ; arid thou 
haft now paffed away above two years fince thy huf- 
band*8 death in fruitlefs mourning. It is time to confult 
thy future happinefs, and, abandoning thy commerce 
with the dead, to become fociable with the iivlitg. 

The Great Creator, who is God of the Living and 
not of the Dead, infpire thee to take fuch meafures as 
may beft comply with the ends for which he made thee» 
and replenifh thy latter days with double the bleffings o£ 
the former. 

Paris, aad of the 4ih Moon, of tbc year 1644» 
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VIII. — To MusLU Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire». 

It 18 no fmall fatis&^on to me, that fince thjc death of 
Cardinal Richlieii, I have ftartcd no reafons to appre- 
hend any defigns in this court againft the enipire of the 
true believers. The French grandees have paffed away 
a whole year, without giving much trouble or alarm to 
the reft of the world. Every one minds his own affairs, 
and all pu(h forward to get neareft the queen-regent. 
The mifjinderftanding between her and the Duke of Or- 
leans increafes daily, and this divides the court and city 
into two fadlions. Cardinal Mazarini feems to be thq 
man deftincd to balance the authority of both parties. 
He fpins his fortune with as fine a thread as his prede- 
ceffor, being fenfible, that though the court love him 
not, yet they cannot fubfift without him. He inherits 
the memoirs and inftrudlions of Cardinal Richlieu, and 
his fpirit too, as well as his mlniftry, being a man of an 
invincible courage and exquifite forccaft. The greateft 
enemy he has, is a lady of the court (for I will not com-^ 
pare the malice of the Duke of Beaufort to that of a 
woman) ; they call her Madam de ChcvereuK, a pcrfon 
of a keen wit and good judgment, a profeffed enemy to 
all that had any dej^endence on Cardinal Richlieu; and I 
could never learn any other ground of her hatred to Ma- 
zarini, but his being the creature of that miniiler. 

The late king had conceived an irreconcileable averfion 
for this lady, fnfpe<Sling- her to be inftrumental in carry, 
ipg on a private corrcfpondence between his wife (the 
now queen-regent) and the Spaniards. To avoid the 
confequences of his anger, fhe fled into Spain, but 19 
lately returned to ttós court. It is faid, the queen re- 
ceived her with all the outward marks of affcdion at 



wgo 



LErXERS WRITTEN BY Vol. 11% 



firft, but fuddenly grew cold and cftranged, when (he 
began to attempt againft Cardinal Mazarini. This made 
the lady unite her intereft with that of the Duke o£ 
Beaufort, who very well matches her in the imperiouf» 
nefs of his temper, and his hatred of the cardinal. They 
both agree in xheir endeavours to ruin him, but I be- 
lieve the female perfecution to be the moft dangerous. 
The Duke has made too great a noifc to do any confider» 
able execution on a man, Avho has the wit to conceal his 
rèfentments, and ftrike before he is perceived. In a 
word, the duke finds himfclf in a prifon, while the car- 
dinal is every day more and more eftablifhed in the 
queen's favour. 

In the mean while, I infinuate myfelf into all men's 
company, from whom I can hope for any intelligence : 
Amongft the reft, I have obferved a courtier, who often 
goes between the grandees, and feems to be entrufted 
with great fecrets ; he is very fparing of words, and 
makes his (boulders do the office of his tongue. I have 
fometimes entered into a difcourfe with him about the 
queen, the cardinal and others ; but all his anfwcrs are 
comprifed in Italian rhetoric, a (hrug and a grimace. 
This filent language fpeaks very efficacioufly to me, and 
I efteem him worthy to be courted, who knows fo well 
how to bridle his. tongue. I ply this politician every 
day with addreffes, and tell him a great deal of feigned 
news, that I may tempt him to utter feme that is true. 
He is a great privado of Madam de Chcvereux, often 
Waits on the queen, fometimes vifits the cardinal, and is 
every day converfant with one or otlier of the nobles. 
If I can win this man, I hope to penetrate farther into 
the myfteries of the court. 

I'he God, from whom nothing is hid, fo difpofe of all 
human events, that the empire of the mufiulmans may be 
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cftablifhed» notwithftanding the cabals and plots of the 
infìdcls. 

Paris, x6th of the 5th Moon, «f the Year 1544. 



IX. — To SiGMiiOR Lorenzo del* Casa Bianca, a 

Genoufe at Marfeilles, 

J. Hou fendeft me ftrange and furprifing news,, that the 
Malta galleys have taken the eMcft fon of the Grand 
Signlor, and heir of the Ottoman empire, captive at fea, 
as he was failing to Egypt. 

I tell thee, if fttch a thing were true, the Grand Signi- 
or would not fail to fend fuch a force as (hould dig up the 
-very foundations of that ifland, and caft it into the fea. 

But I can refolve thee, that there is nothing more of 
truth in this ftory, faving, that about ten veflels of the 
Grand Signior^s, bound for Alexandria, on board of 
one of which was Sultan Mahomet's nurfe with her fon, 
much about the age of Sultan Mahomet, were taken by 
^yi galleys of Malta, whereby the Maltefes were enriched 
with a great trerfure of filver, gold, and jewels, befides 
jQaves. 

This intelligence I have received from my correfpond- 
ents at Conilantinople, men that are no Grangers to the 
feraglio,. but fuch as have the ear of the Prime Vifier. 

They fay, indeed, the Grand Signior took a particular 
fancy to this nurfe's <:hild, often played with it, and 
feemed to carcfs it with more complacency than his own 
fon Sultan Mahomet, which gave &> great a difgud to 
the fultanefs the mother of Mahomet, that (he procured 
the banifhment of the nurfe and her child, who, in their 
voyage to Alexandria, were taken captives by the Mai- 
tcfe gallies, as has been laid ; and this is the ground of 
the report. 
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. Howcvt^Fy Sultan Ibrahim h fo exafperated agalnftftbe 
Maltefes for this depredation, that he has fwora by God 
and Mahomet, never to fheath his fvvord till he has re- 
venged the injury, by laying wafte the ifland, putting 
th£.kniglita to death, and leading the inhabitants Into 
,captivity. 

- He has vented his rage already on the Captain Bafla, 
c^ufiag him to be (Irangled for not guarding the fca bet* 
ter f and, it is faid, he threatens a war with Venice on the 
bitsx. account, becaufe the.Maltefe galleys, after this pi- 
racy,., put afliorc in Cardia, where they recruited their 
vefiels with all neceffary provifiona. 

I expected the filks lall week v/hich I wrote for, and 
th&oil of Calibrift« Send ti^m by the firft appoctuiiity. 

ParÌ9, 48th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



X.— -.T& Dgnet OgloiT. 
* ' ■?■.'*. 

./Viti* Europe ring t with the. report ^f the fulbaa's fon 
>l>^(Qg takfu captive by tbo Maltefe galleys. Na doubt 
but tbpa hail heaurd fuch a difcourfe among the Franks 
at Conftantinople, and thoa knowed: the intrigues of. the 
iiCffi^Vo. It is pleafanty that the Kuzlir Aga'9 (lave 
lipuld have no father fpr ber child ; that lie hlmfoif 
ihotfld adopt it for hh own ; that the mother of it ihouìd 
. kc preferred to be nuije ta Siikan Mahomet ; that Sul- 
ifia l}}rahim ilioukl $ngk out this fathcrlefs fan of. an 
msmnekk, to iport with him, take, him in his arm^ aad 
treat hsm with «U theendearmcnts that are naturally fhcfw^ 
4d*by parents ta th«k* own chikb'Mi. 
'- Thf Flinch ladies laugh at this ftory, and. fay^ that 
the (eraglio begins to grow moR civilized, and to eX'^ 
ohaBge the feverity. of Conftaatinople for the gallaotriea 
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of Pans. But let them laugh that win ; the Maltefes 
have moft reafon to carefs themfcIVes for chcir good for- 
tune in fuch a prize. 

They fay, the grand prior treats his young captive 
with a moft profound attach and veneration, imagining 
he has in cuftody the heir of the Ottoman empire ; for 
they know not the true fccret, hut are poflefled with a 
real belief, that young Sultan Mahomet is in their hands. 

Let what I have faid be as the words of thy nurfe, 
when (he prated a thoufand impertinencies to thee within 
a month of thy nativity. In fine, be trufty to xhf friend. 

Paris, xoth pf the 6th Moon, of the Yeer 1644. 



XI.— •T'^ the Reis Effendi, Princi^ Secretary rf 
the Ottoman Empire. 

It is not unknown at the divan, how the princes of 
Italy have worried one another thefe two years. I dif- 
patched long ago fome memoirs of the feud» hetween the 
Barbarinis and the Duke of Parma. The pope upholdt 
the former, making the quarrel his own, in defence of 
the ecclefiaftic ftate : The Venetians, the Grand Duke 
of Tufcany, the Duke of Modena, with the Frenck 
King, intereft tkemfelves in the caufe of the latter. He 
is a prince of an aéiive fpirit, and darts up and down 
like lightening through the pope's territories. If he hii 
loR Caftro, Montalto, and other places of ftrength ill 
this war, it is but by way of exchange ; having poflèfiè4 
himfelf of as confideraUe holds belonging to his enemies. 
Yet, the Barbarinis, Sheltering themfelves under the pro^ 
teélioB of Pope Urban, feem to triumph, and promi& 
themfelves an entire viAory, ufing the artiffees of fiiper- 
ftition to weaken the <hike's credit ; and beoavfe fomfc 
roi. II. I 
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of his Tcffcls, which, carried above a thotUand- fioldiera» 
y^crc cad away, they would perfuade the credulous world, 
that Heaven fights againft him. They Kkewifc had dc- 
figned to build a fort and a bridge over the river Po, to 
open a way to themfelves into the confederates country^ 
and to (hut it up to all invaders of their own ; but were 
prevented by the Venetians, ^ who fent tcnthoufand men 
to (top the building of the bridge» or to demolii it, if 
builu 

In the mean while the confederates, though tiiey ieem* 
ed to elpoufe the duke's quarrel, yet trifled with hira, 
protrafiing their affiftance, and difputing about punc- 
tilios ; every one reftraining the conditions of their friend- 
Aip, within the limits that would beli £^uare with the it^ 
t^reft of their own ftate. They had all armies on foot, 
, but could not agree how to difpofc of them. The Ve- 
netians demanded fuch a poft as might be mod advan- 
tageous to that republic. ; the Duke of Tufcany wojuM 
have the main body of thcjr forces fo quartered, as to 
•cover his dominions. Thus each party purfued their 
jown claim, ' while their enemies gained time, and put 
themfelves in a podure, either to march into the tcrri» 
torics of the confederates, or defend the ecclefiailk 
fate. 

Certainly, it is fatal to the Chridians to be thus £- 
prided among themfelves, even when they have gi?eateft 
o^iife of union. Yet the Duke of Parma, the very foul 
éf this confederacy, breaks through all their demurs and 
lieiitations, impatient of fmitlefs delays $ ruflies into Fer- 
rara, takes Bondeno, abandoned by the garrifon ^ after 
ShsX La Stellata, a place of greater drength $ but pro- 
eeeding forward, the Barbarinis encamped not far from 
^Ferrara, the better to pbferve the pn>gre& of the con- 
Uà<snXt$f and fo put a ftop to the volions of die duke. 
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He and his friends had twenty thoufand men in the field, 
to which the Venetians, not long after, added fix thoufand 
more. They were in different bodies, and as they quar- 
tered themfelvcs, fo the papal forces removed their camp. 
Several ilcirmifhes paffed between them, but no great 
execution done. 

In the «nean while, the Venetians were not idle by fea, 
having feveral barks and galleys full of armed men coaft- 
ing along the pope's territories. They took fiv» forti 
on the (hore ; and piercing farther into the country, 
made thcmfelves mailers of Ariano, a great town, and 
(acked Codegoro, putting all to the> fword, and laying 
the place in afhes. 

On the other (tde, the Barbarinis feized on Spilimberto, 
Vignivola, and fome other weakly guarded towns on the 
frontiers of Modena, and killed two hundred of the*con^ 
federates, >vho had invefted Crevalcuore. Cardinal An* 
tomo, on. the pope's fide, has the management of the 
war ; a man of an afpiring geiuiis, and very fubtle. He, 
perceiving the Duke of Tufcany, incenfed at the late 
lofs, had taken the field with a conflderable army, fends 
fix thoufand men to oppofe him, but they were raw and 
undifciplined foldiers, and could not hinder the duke's, 
forces from felzing an importaat pafs, and reducing the 
cTty of Pieve, Montjekooe, Cafliliano del Lago, and 
Paffiniano. 

While the fona of war were thus bufied in the field, 
the agents of peace were not wanting , on all fides, to ac- 
commodate the differences that threatened all Italy with 
fatal confequences ; but they did 'no more than amufc, 
one another with ambiguitiea, fubterfuges and evafions }^ 
whik the -Barbarrnis fought to gain time, and draw thq. 
King of Spain to countenance their interefl. The Ve*J 
netians, fenfitie of this underhand dealing, proteftcd, by 
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their ambafiidor at Madrid, that they would unite with 
the French crown, if his Cathoh'c Majefty fhould by in* 
^irc6l ways ftrengthen the Barbarinis. The king, apprc- 
hcnfive of fuch a league, forbears to meddle in an afiair 
which might be fo injurious to Spain, and giv^s inftruc- 
tions to his ambafladors at Rome and other courts of 
Italy, to mediate a peace which might be advantageous 
^ to the confederates. 
. The treaties however came to nothing, and the media- 
tors ^dingthemfelves eluded, fu fpended , their negotia- 
tions, and gave frcfh opportunity to the men of arms to 
play their part». Cardinal Antonio affaulted Nonantola 
with four thoufand men, but was defeated by the Veiled' 
' 'tians, who flew feveral hundreds of his foldiers, and took 

two hundred prifoners. After this the confederates plun- 
dered all the country of Ferrara, and took Vergato, 
<iéfended by eight hundreft men. In tl^e furprifal of 
•Bazano, they killed above two hundred of the enemy ; 
and marclung forward, took Monteria, feerravalle,' and 
other places ; while Cardinal Barbarini's forces were cut 
oJBF at Burgho St. Sepolchro, where he loft eight cannon, 
four petards, with abundance of providons. 

It would be an endlefs talk, to recount all the fkir- 
tniflies ;and i>attles that have paffed between them. I 
only inform thee of the moft remarkable, that thou maycft 
infert them in the regifter of the Ottoman empire. 

"To conclude this letter, it will be worth thy obferva- 
tiom, ihat the pope falling fick, and his death feared, did 
much .conduce to put an end to thefe differences ; for 
the Barbarinis now being apprehenfive of the advantage 
his death would give the confederate . princes, were very 
forward to. embrace any overtures of peace ; fo that by 
the dexterity of the French minifters, it was at laft con- 
- «luded> and all differences adjufted ; the Duke of Panaa'« 
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Urrìtorìes being Feftored (o him» the ccnfures of the 
church taken off» ^nd the ecclefiaftic fUte put in the 
fame condition it was in at the beginning of the war. 

I (hall continue to fend thee fuch intelligence» as may^ 
be Terviceable to thee in that eminent ftation thou en- 
joyed in the empire of the true believers ; and (hall think 
myfelf a very happy man» if I can by any means acquire 
thy favoar. 

Paris, i^d of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



XII. — 3i LuBASo Abufbi Saad» an Egyptian KnlgBt^ 

Wnb« would think that there were yet fome of the an-- 
tient race of giants on earth. Here is a man come to» 
this court, fall eight foot high, a Finlander by nation ;. 
he looks like fomc poflhumous birth of the fons of the 
Titans. IJe is mafter of prodigious ftr^ngth, and cha}^ 
lenges any'twf^ the ftouteft ' men . in E]rance, to throw 
him a fall. I have feen him take'twp bpys'o£ ten years, 
of age, pn the palm of each hand» and Uft th^m }xy fromi 
the ground together, with both his ai;ms (Iretched out> 
to the full Icngtli, and walk fixty paces- with them 1» 
this'^oilure^ at .th<; end of which ftage, he fet them 
down again on. their feet, without the leaft violence or 
draining. There are none fo hardy as to accept of hfa 
challenge ; for they know he will not fuffer them to 
come neper than the extremity of his arm j and fuch 
is the mondrous ilrength of his hand, that he wilt either 
'infalli})ly throw them down, or ftiflc them with his grafp^ 
He talks of travelling into. Turkey ; if he does» I hope 
he will have more difcretion than to venture within the 
lenigh'o» left he in^ur the fate of the renowned Mufcovite 
wrcfller» in Sultan Amurath's time. Thou remembered; 
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Aat tragedy, vhlck tnide all the brave and cbe generoa« 
«oodemil Amurath's cruelty. He wae a ftout prkice 
himfelf, and it looked like envy in htm^ t« pumfh the 
effort» of courage k his Haves with fo unrdeoting a 
»goar« B«t lie wa» himfelf a flave to tns paifions» a od 
jealoufy had the predominance in hfs temper. That vice 
betrayed htm to horrid violences, of which» thoa art not 
igoorant, having been privy to feveral of his amours. 

This puts me in mind of a Spaniih cavalier, who had a 
very virtuous and beautiful vs'^ife, which, thou wilt fay, 
are tv^o rare companions. He' kept a Moor in his houfe, 
whom the lady had one time caufcd to be fcvcrdy beaten. 
The Moor fecretly vowed revenge. He bad an intrigue 
with one of the lady^s women, to whom he imparted hif 
amid. 'Cktf conipired together,' to aocufe the lady of 
l^htnefe aud tufideh'ty to her Kaiband^B bed. Thee»* 
taUerv- their maftei^ was rraturally jeaTous, As generally 
a#e all Ite .8{>ajAiafd$. Tìkfiè two ^pi^k^H hhn i^t^k à 
beliel'^ that the gairdener had frequent accefe to fais kdy'a 
cliaBd>eri skid ondeitook to make him an eyc'^witaefs of 
it. Whereupon, one of them goes privately to^ the gar» 
dener, and tdls himi that the lady would fpeak with him ; 
whilft the other runs to the lord^ and bids him make hofte, 
ibr ^ftt the gardener was at that inftant with hia kdy* 
The TQipadent cavalier haftens op flairs, and ifteeting the 
gardener coming out of the door of his chamber, fbbs 
kitoto the heart, without any farther expoftolation ; and, . 
nlhing fnrioufly into the. chamber, ferves his wife in the 
fame manner ; but coming down again, the maid, ftmck 
with remorfe at fo black tin event, fell down at kia feet, 
CQikfeffing her crime, and declaring, that her lady was 
innocent. The Spaniard, raging mad at a conjunfUon 
of fo many misfortunes, ftabs the maid and the negro ; 
and laft of all, tp complete the tragedy, kiBs kimklf. 
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I huve «ften wondered, that feme fuch fatal eonfb* 
^uences did not attend the jealoufy of Suhati Amuratk* 
He fpared not to rip up the bellies of his pages, for the 
fake of two or three ndoiis ; and it is a miracle, that 
he did not facrìiÌGe half the flaves of the femgHo, on the 
account of his miftrefles. 

Thou art now in a better ftation, and free from reftraint» 
A£^ according to reason, and let not paffion bias thee one 
way or othetr- 

Pan«, 5th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



XIIL— Ta tie Kaimacham. 

A HOt7 haft often required an account of the pari»raeBt 
of France» which is the fapreme court of the kingdoni* 
Though the name be known at the SuUune Porte» yet the ^ 
muiifters are unacquainted with the power and authofitf 
•f ths fenatc* 

When it was firft inftitutcd, it coi^fted of twdte peers» 
an hundred bifl\ppS| and all the prime nobility of the 
huadf who had power to give audience to foreign ami» 
bafiàdors, to adjuft all differences of the fttbjea« ; ia 
fine, k might then be called the fovereign tribunal» £roià 
whence there could be no appeal. Three foreigtt kings 
ioLwt ùt'zM members of this court* It was in thofe dayy 
ambulatory» following the king whitherfoe^er he weae f 
but now it is d^ways alTembled at Pans» ia ihc palaca: 
which Philip the Fair built for his own dwelliag«hottfe^ 
This parliament is divided into feven chambers» whereof 
diat which they call the Great Chamber is die chiefs 
There bdong to this chamber, feven prefidents» twelva 
counfellors» the king's cadi^ or attorney, with a gi^at 
number of advocates» and men of the law. tTkeprCff 
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fidentsand counfellorft are clothed in fcarkt, w&ich ftrikes 
an awful reverence into all that approach their prefeftce. 
Some call thia the Golden Chamber j and well they' may, 
lince that glittering metal is thought to 1)e the umpire 
of moft caufes chat are tried in this court. He that 
brings moft gold, is fure to have his buiinefs firft 6Sm 
patched, and to come off conqueror ; for as their prcfent 
power is little elfe but a mere formality, fo is aUb their 
juftice. The kings of France have gradually fo clipped 
tl^eir original authority, that now they feem to be blit 
the fhadow of their ancient felves. They never pretend 
to meddle with ecclefiaftical affairs ; that was always oat 
of their jurIfdi6Uon. The mufti of Rome claims this 
prerogative as liis right. From whence thou may eft ob- 
ferye, how maimed and iroperfedl is the royalty of Chrif- 
tjan . Kings, who cannot .punlfh their own fubjc6ls. If 
clergymen, without thie pope's permiffion. Yet, though 
this chamber cannot meddle with the eccle£ailics, they 
have a privilege to difpafe of the regency, during tTie 
king's minority ; as is evident in the late queen-mother, 
^{ary de Mcdicis, and the prefent Anne of Auftria, wlio 
wer^ both by the parliament declared regents. They 
alfo cqnfitm all the king's edids ; neither does he pro- 
daim war without their confent, or eftablifli any alliance. 
, Thei^e are alfo befiJes this, fix other chambers of par- 
liament, five whereof are called Chambers of Inquefts, 
^Q4th€y confift of twg prefideats, twenty counfellors, 
aod.a convenient number of lawyers. The fixth chamber, 
is a coll^élion out of all the reft, and contains no lefs 
than two hundred officers. Here all criminal caufes are 
tried, which are either immediately, or by appeal, brought 
before l^hem ; .as in the chambers of inquefts, contro- 
verfies of the civil law are deeded. 

It is i pleafant fight to fee the men of the law all in 
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thcui habits» which sire very ^rious and rich*. . Ixideied, 
all the cituenB of Paris are extremely gallant in their 
apparel. But I cannot be reconciled to their lavifh 
cnftom gf changing the fafhion of their clothea ahnqft. 
with .«very moon. 

This vanity has been forbid m all well-ordered com^ 
monwealths ; ,and thou knoweft, our Eailem people 
would as foon be ftripped of their ikins, as change tlic' 
laihion, which has been in ufe for immemorabk ages. 
Here they have no diilindlioo of drefs, the noble and 
vulgar, rich and poor, go all alike ; ,you cannot difccrn 
a flave from: a prince by his garb. 

Paris is divided into four parts, the city, the univerfity, 
the* town, and the fuburba. It is about three leagues in 
circuit 5 feated advantagcoufly enough, but wanting for- 
tifications. Henry IV. bad added fome. ftrength to if, 
^ad he not been apprehenfive of the fcditious humour of 
the inhabitants^ who in time, might make, an ill ufe of 
his kindncfs, and (hut thofe gates againft him which he 
fhould build for their defence againft a foreign enemy. 

The court is generally at St. Germain en Lay, one of 
the king's royal maniionsy feated on the top of a mountain, 
which commands a profpte^ of a large and beautiful 
yalley. I have been- there often^ that I might be the 
better able; .to penetrate into; the condu(5^ of Cardinal 
Mazarini, wh<^ is never from the queen- regent. I have 
already tranfmitted to the Sublime Porte, fuch inteffi* 
gence as- I qpuld gain. of this great- miniftcr's intrigues. 
I will now entertaio. thee with !a gUmpfe qf this palace^ 
that ther/eby thou majrcft conje&ure at the magnificence 
pf,the kings of France. , 

It is divided into two parts, the bid* and the he w^ 
The former was built by Charles' L the latter by Henry 
IV. That may boaft of Its .antiquity, but this la fo 
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roajdlic and coftly a ^radure, as fufikicntly dexnonftratest 
tbat modern archkedsr come not far fhort of the ancieat 
Romans. The rooms are ali lofty and Sai^e, the roofs and 
ceilings admirably contrived and adorned ; the whole con-» 
fifts of fo many courts, that it rather looks like a town 
than the feat of one family. 

But pardon me, illuilrious Kaimacham» if I teU thee^ 
^t none of the kings of tlie £ail can match thi» 
monarch in the gardens belonging to this palace. I faw 
there fuch a charming variety of delightful objed^s, as 
made art feem to furpafs nature, and even to outdo it- 
felf. In a word, the Chriftian princes are very ingenious 
in the contrivance of their pleafures, and make all the 
elements contribute to their recreations. Thou haft often 
fcen tht artificial fireworks which arc exhibited at Con- 
ftant inopie at our feftivals, and on all occafions of public 
joy ; but thou haA never beheld fuch waterworks as are 
expofed in the gardens of this palace every day. There, 
by the mere force of this liquid element, inftruments of 
inufic are i*et at work, which afford an harmony little in- 
ferior to the beft confort ki the world j and, which ex« 
tremely adds to. the pleafure, one may at the fame time 
behold feeming muficians playing od ihem, and keeping 
as exaéV titan with theu* fingers, on the keys of organs,, 
ftrings of viols ajid lutes,^ as i£ they were living perfons.. 
There you may fee ail manner of mechanic trades ezer* 
cifed by ftatues, who do every thing with a proper ^étion,. 
and are very eager at their employments, £» long as the 
water gives them moti^ $ when that ceafes, they aS 
retuirn to their primitive inaélivity. From . hence you 
pafs to a feeming fea^ with tritons moving on dolphins, 
and foundfng their Ihell trumpets before * Neptiine^ wha 
16 drawn in a èharìòt by four tortoifes. The flory o£ 
Fcrfcttt and Aair^m^^ ù ^o a&d. to the life bf 
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m^re fbtues. But the moft in^nious piece of woricf 
tnanfhipy is Orpheus placing on a viol» while the treei 
move, and wild beafls dance roustd about hiou This il 
fo coftly-an invention, that as one of the overfeers of the 
waterworks told me, a firing of Orpheus's viol being 
broken, coft the late King Lewis thirteen hundred crown» 
to repair it again. 

We Mahometans are apt to value ourfelvesi too b%h 
on the fcore of our princes grandeur*. We boaft» wc 
ftiurilh» and are guilty of a thoufand infultt,. defpifing 
and putti ag the reft of mankind under our fandals, as if 
none of the race of Adam underflood the world but we^ 
or had the wit and power to carve out to themfelves the 
iame felicities we enjoy. The monarchs of the Eaft 
ftyle themfelves, the only happy ones, poiTeflbrs of iu- 
finite tf eafures, kings of the world, (hadows of God, and 
what not ! The Great Mogul, with his omrahs and 
rajas, pride themfelves- in their elephants j fo do the 
kings and mandarins of China^and Tonquin. The Sophi 
of Perfia, fwcBs at the fight of his immenfe treafurea of 
gold and precious ftones ; glorying, that the very fhoef 
of his horfes are of the moil exalted metal ; alfo the 
mangers wherein the^ feed, and' the nails whereby they 
are faftened to the ground. The Cham of Tartary re- 
joices in the multitude and ftrength of his horfes, hia 
winged chariots and waggons ; and^that when his armie» 
fife and fit down, the earth trembles with their weight 
and motion. It is true iadeed, the Grand Signior, who 
il the wifi^ft of the wife,, and the greateft of thefe great 
ones, 18 not guUty of this inanity; He is deftined by the 
liord of the untverfe,. to chaikife the follies both of the 
Eaft and the Weft ; yet his flaves^cannot forbear rhodo-^ 
mpntadoes. I have heard fom« of our huffing janizatier. 
hIL the Greeks of Conftantmople and Perai that, tlm 
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royal feiagito is the moft magnificent ùhnc m the world } 
and that the garden bclooging to it is a perfed. tnm* 
ibript of paradHie. Thou wik not approve fuch brags as 
thefe, when dioa eoniidereft how expert the in&dels >are 
iohuSkiingt and that they fpare no coft to eredfucli 
edifices» whoie very niins may proclaim to future ages 
the magnificence of their founders. And as to their 
gardens» they are (b regular and beautiful, adorned with 
fo nony delicacies of Nature and art^ that one would 
think they were made by fome traditional difcipks ^f 
Adam ; and that they had their rules from the primitive 
planter of the world. 

The French king has other houfes and gardens of 
pleafure round about Paris, where the OMirt interchange- 
ably divert themfekes during the fummer. 

I humbly kifs the hem of thy veft, craving thy protect 
tiofi againft the malice of my enemies. 

' Paris, j6th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



XIV. — To the Mojl IlluPnout Visier Axem, at the 
. Porte. 

ijiKCK the lofifcs which the German Emperor has rectiv- 
ed from the arms of Ragotiki, I am informed by Nathaa 
Ben Saddiy that the ^peror defigns to fer^ a fplendid 
embaifyr with extraordinary pcefents, to the fukan, in 
hopes< to prevail on him not to protei that prince» 

It is true, Ragot&i: «s of a. violent and chaaged>lè 
fpirit, and theteforc no great* confidence is €0 be repofed 
in him ; yet I take ir to:be the intereft o£ the fultan, nu 
tker to win him by offices of kindne& and ftiendfhip, thaa 
tojnakehim his» enomyy? by defcrtii^ him in this junc- 
ture.. , 
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He is at the head of a potent and formidable anny^ 
has taken Solnock, Breden» Mamatz» together with th« 
ftroQg caiUe oi Sendar near Cafibvia, and many other 
t>kces of lefs importance, whereby a way is laid open for 
his army to ovsrrun all Hungai}'» if ailifUd with the Ot- 
toman forces. Thns wiU he do the office which, they 
fay, the jackall performs to the lion, that is, to hont out 
the prey, and iècare it for his mailer and foverdgn. 

Befides» the fortime of this prince feems to incite our 
forther aififtance» for he has had great fuccefs aH along 
this war ; whereas the Ottoman forces no fboner ap« 
peartd on the frontiers of Moravia, but fix thoufand of 
them were 'encountered by the Germans, and routed. 

Should the fultan defert him now, he may be compel* 
led to refign himfelf, with all Tranfylrania» to the pro» 
teétion of the German Emperor* • It is not fafe to run 
I the rifk of fuch an CTent x Tranfyhrania cannot fupport 

I itfelf. Either the fultan muft continue his prote^ion, or 

I the Gennans will foon find the way to plant their gani- 

! fòns in the fdur capital cities, and reduce the whole 

\ country under their obedience. 

Paris, a'7ih of the 7th Moonj of the Year 1644. 



XV.' — To Atis, Bqfa, at the Porte. '* 

X ME pagans, in painting Fortune blind, difcovered bu^ 
the dimnefs of. their own fight.; and it was a dodbk : er» 
for to offer fiicrifice to her,, that could not: diicern her 
jrataKiet f yet» in my £entenoe, the Chnftian^^re more t|0 
Uame> who tenn her inconfiaftt, partial, bawd» whore» 
>uid what ' not. Thefe . are profauiàtio^s of providence, 
and impious fcandels caft on eternal; deftiny. , Eortune 
and Chance are hut nicknames of Fate^ fince there is- no*- 
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thing abfolutcly cafual in the world. They fee the vir- 
tuo in perfccuted, while the viciom infiilt and Bourifh,. 
and they tax Heaven with nnequal dlfpenfation of reward» 
and punifhtnents» as if» wkh Epiduipus, they thought the 
adorahle Numen took no eare of things on làils ùdt the 
Empyrseum, and rcfted m an eterna! ^aoraace of huina» 
affairs. 

Doubtlefs the infidels are m an incinraUc /rror : Thejr 
pore on the outfide of common events, and look no far» 
ther ; they behold not the liidden chain of caules, nor 
the invifible hand which drfyofes aQ contmgeneies with 
admirable order and dccorunr. Hence it is, that what 
comes not to pafs but by the certain decree of Fate, ap- 
pears to thele buzzard:» only as && accidental of curreBce^i 
and the mere effeél of chance» 

But thou, who art inftru6led in the doàriaes «f truths 
wilt have other thoughts of that which befel a poor man,, 
not long frnce, ia thefe parts. This perfoa was chari*» 
table to excefs, for he gave away all that he had to re- 
Heve the necelfities of others, choofing rather to throw 
himfelf naked upon providence, than to deny an alms to 
any one that aiked him, fo.long as he had any thing to- 
beflow. Being at length, by his conflant liberalities, re- 
duced to a very indigent condition, he was forced to bc« 
take himfelf to digging for his livd&ood : Yet notwith«- 
ftanding he gained his own bread with hard labour, he 
ceafed not to flioW his wonted kindnefFes to the poor, 
giving them whatfoever he eovid poffiblyfpart from h» 
own neceffities* One day, as he was digging in a fields 
belonging to the Duke of MortmoTency, he found le« 
iFCxal earthen pots full of gold, fuppofed to be bpried" 
there in the time of the civtil wars. The good man ear» 
lies this huge treafurel)y degrees home to his houle, witlfr 
an imagms^le privacy, and kavaig difiiibttted tlie grcato»^ 



Book III. A spy AT PARIS. ■ iòf 

eft part of it in wotkt éf cliarìty, he was going with hit^ 
kil refem to thcf hoiife of a dfecayed gentleman, to 
whom he gave a fiifficient funi to repair his fhattered 
fonunet, being all that he had left, when, as lie returned 
homeward, he found a jewel in the highway, which be«t 
ing fold, yielded him ten thoufand crowns ; a nohle bank 
for new liberalities, and a convincing argument, that 
there was fomething inore than chance which dius 
ftrangely recruited his purfe, that it might never ceafe t(i 
be opened in largeffcs to the poor. 

Who will not fay, that Fate had a hand in the death 
of that foldier, in the Duke of Anguicn'« arofiy, who 
malicioufly and wrongfully accufed lus comrade of rtdt 
ing a mutiny ? For the incenfed general took a fnfee^ 
and difcharged it at the innocent perfon, thinking to 
have killed him on the fpot ; but it proved otherwife, 
the bullet pai^ng through fome part of his body, and 
through half a dolen tents, fmote the fianderer in the 
pan of the knee, which put him into fo violent a fever» 
that he dieA in two days i while the other, whom before 
his death he confefied to be innocent, lives yet a witnela 
of th» remarkable itroke of divine Nemefis. 

The faithful vi^chman of the Sublime Porte, Mah- 
Biat, fahitea thee with humbleft obeifance, and wifhtft 
thee in all: things a fiivouraUe and benign deftly. 

Paris, lath of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1544. 



XVI.' — To 'Nat HAN Ben Sadoi, a ^ew at Fiettna» 

diNcs I came to^ this oity, I baw kàniéd' the art of 
making watches, vdiieh I'exercile not for luoi^, but ttf 
tomply with a precept of thè Alcoran^ wherein '!àlfo I 
find no fmall diverfioni ft'btin^ a relief to melsBoholy t« 
be in a£Uon«^ 
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Should the ecclefiafUcs of the Latin church be made 
iciiQbk that I pradife a mechanic trade» they would 
tbink^me afcandal to their profefiion» fmce I wear the 
habit of a clezk^ They cfteem it next door to facrilege^ 
for a gown-man to condefcend to the labours of the. 
Uity : They would puU my caiTock over my (houldcrs, 
fltottld they catch me \n this hpncft crime, forgetting, 
that the primitive profeiTors of their religious orders got 
tbejr bread by making of bafkets. 

The box I fend thee contains fome of my merchan- 
dife« being deflgned as prefents far fome of the miiiiiters 
ef thjf Porte» and my other friends at Conftantinoplcr 
I defire thee to take care in fending it fofe, that the 
wntche» may receive no damage by water. 
, It is reported here, that the emperor is fick; thou 
wilt do well to^iinform me of the tAith, I hear alfo, that 
prodigies have been lately feen at Vienna, which the 
Frendi interpret as forerunners of his death, andiigns oi 
approaching defolations in Germany. I am not credu« 
lous of all things which the vulgar fay on fuch occaiions, 
^. I caonol ik»yi but that ih4 angels who pcdide over 
kingdoms and empires, may be the monitors of mankind» 
aftd, by raifing un'ufual fpeftacles in the eleinents, may 
jvarn mortals of future alterations. This was the opinion 
alfo of ,tby countryman Jofqihus, who fays,. that imme^^ 
diately before the deflrutìion of Jcrufalero, there wa# a 
voice heard in the temple of Solomon, fuppofed to be 
vtte«ed by angels, faying> " Arife, let us go hence;** 
as if the.guardiaii fpirits of tha{..city were then forfaking 
tbcur charge. - - ' - 

. Ii> this pUq?, not Jo.9^ ?g9, Werclceh three funs to» 
gather, or-, s^ lead,, the appearance of fo many. This 
the fuperftitious ^onftrtied a^ an omen ,of illluck, while 
the cqurt-flatterer 8 ^d, they reprefented the Duke of 
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Orleans» the Pnnce of Conde and Cardinal Mazarinl, 
who have now united their interefts, after a long tinse of 
animofities and mifunderftandings. I look upon this appa- 
rition to be only a natural produélion, refùlting £tom the 
refleéUons of the fun-beams on a bright cloud, it is eaff 
to folve fuch phenomena without a miracle ; yet ibme, I 
confefsy have the (lamp of a fupematural power in theif 
very front. I myfelf once faw two mighty armies mar- 
ihalled in the ai^ who a£ted all the bloody tragedies of 
war, and made Arabia deaf with the noife of their artil* 
Icry, yet not a cloud at that time to be feen ;" but I re- 
marked no extraordinary levent to follow it. It is hard 
to trace the Onmipotent in fuch myflerious works, or 
karn the drift of Providence. 

. I defire thee io ufe thy utraoft diligence to penetrate 
into the deiigns of the court where thou reiideft. It is 
an honourable poft, to ferve the great eft monarch in^he 
world. Be faithful and vigilant, fo may God and the 
Grand Signior heap greater favours on thee. Adieu. 

Paris, aift of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



XVII To SOLYMAN Aga, Chief Eutiuch of the 

Women» 

1 PERCEIVE by thy letters that our heroic fultan is veryj 
induftrious to take off the fcandal of impotence, which the 
ladies at his firft accelfion to the thfone &ftened on him, 
having now feen a fourth fon born to him in the feraglio. 
The multitude of fubjeéls is the glory of a monarch, and 
a ftrong defence in time of war ; and the multitude of the 
prince's children is the fccurity of his people both in war 
and peace. 
. The fttltan's adventure as he was going to Scutari put& 
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me in mind of an accfident wkkh htfd one of tiie sadeot. 
kings of Egypt, who, as he was walking m the Toyai 
garden at Memphis, efpied an eagle flying toward the 
place where he was ; at which light he ftood ftiU, gas»ng 
on the king of birds> t^ at kagth the ca^ anriviug to- 
that part of the air which was over his head,- lets tì& a 
womaa 8 (hoe at his i^t. The king, furprifed at this ac- 
cident, took up the fhoe, afid furvcying its exqaifite fynw 
metry and form, thence took his meafures oi the iadjr 
that had worn it, and fuédenly grew enaoiocred of the 
unknown fair, proclaiming throi^h afi Egypt great r&* 
warcb to any that coi:^ diicover the ownet of that ftoe.^ 
At length, a certain beautiful co^rtésa» of }<btte»ti»^ 
named Rhodope, was proved to be the miftrefs of Hp 
who being brought to the king's prefence, he took ker 
to his bed, making her the partner of his empire.^ 

This lady had a much better fete than tlie tall Arme-* 
nian woman with whom Sultan IbtahHD fdl ht love oir 
the Hke occafion ; for Rhodope^ after (he had enjoyed: 
her honour many years, at laft died-peaceably in. her bed» 
and was entombed in one of the pyramids of Egypt ;. 
, whereas thou telleft me^ that this Anuenian, foon after 
her ex^ation to th*?- fultan's embraces, was fWangled by 
the qucen-moiher*s command. I tell thee it was a bold 
and cruel a£V, and were the fultan fenHble how fhe waa- 
murdered, he would not fpare to vent ^hi» indignation^ 
againd her that bate him* 

Paris, ado£the 9th Moon, of the Year 1544^ 
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XVIII— 7i Dgnet OcLou. 

vJhe would think it an eafy matter for a ftranger tm 
conceal hiiafelf in fo vaft and populous a «ity aa la Fluis^ 
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efpecMUy «ae iriio makes fe mésa and ctmtaoftìtìt a fi* 
gur« a$ do<« lehit fuppofed Titn of MoUtna. I Utile 
thouglit that the lownefe of my ftature .ma tke ddiirauty 
of my body would b»yt attiaéled any cork»]» eyes» but 
that my vtry hdbit -would have protcdod me from éi f«f« 
pku^Ui and that I might hat« pafled an age undMcovered 
suBongft the infinite ecowds of people vtho throng h«th 
the houfes and ili-eets of Pans ; yet there aK lome criti» 
calmomentsof our live». whcTcm Fate delights to fport 
vzth «a, to thr^rw ftombMog^hiocka in oitr wmy to ea- 
taogle u« in .difSeukieft iaad penli*> This' is a neotffiurjp 
difcipline of Heaven to ronfe.me» fnom the kes of ttaof 
rity and con6dence to their own ftrength and abilitief^ 
aM to iniirud Q«, thfit Providciice done caa eatricate ua 
90t of the laj^yrinth» wf! o^ea. faU i«U>« 

I was ^ki^ yefterdsqr hd^t» tfatigreat tasoìgk of tfab 
d^y? wha«h is. de^d^ed tei Miiry the molhe» of jAs,. 
when on » fudden I ymi acr^lbed {by «ic. whom I ìiàùa 
imagined lo.ha;ve fevm in Parit) withikefe wie^2 ^^ Mah*i 
mut ! how came y^vt by tim habit i .WhatoKdke you ia 
this place ì A^ you a CUriiUaat or do .yoo ttitts di%aif« 
ypurfelf for otJii^F «ads. I'f Tbou mayeft eaiEy imagine 
v^hat 4 t^iFor fe»zed «0 irb«o^ I knew thatrbewfko fpokr 
to me was my old mafter at Pakmo> It. broog^ ttone^ 
^pmembranpe aii the cruel blows aod ftripcs I had recciiH 
^ during tliat krkfome c^^ivity, and I conld ahaoil harei 
&ncied myfelf ready for the baftinadou Hofwsrer» : dii)« 
fembling my coniajQoi), I ^fwered briiklyt ^' Snr> yoiii 
are nuftakea in the perfon ; n)y name is not Mahmut, but 
Tkor. I am a Chrìftiaó aadaCathdiic ; if you are fueh 
yourfeif^ you have no reafan to upbraid my habit» finca 
I wear it as a badge c^ dfiy ptofrfiioa» being a ftudeat 
and candidate of the- priefthood. . 
^ Xi^n Vi£\Hh iaflted of &ti«f)iiog Um, did.lmjt #0^* 
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meat btfjcaloafy» and bdng of a |»affiof«t^ titaif^tf he 
broke eutJiiM^ fietcc koguage,. calliag me Teoit» isfièélv 
flave, . dog) and ail the iU names' his fury eould fuggeft: 
He.fpok&foloud» that it was taken^ notice of by. the 
peopk as they vralked by, whb began to guttelr ^alkiét 
us to iearn the occaTion of fo much noiie* I' then ^on- 
denmcd myblf for mA rather owniing myfdf tb ìiìtàì and 
inyiting him to fome more retired place, where I might 
give him. an account qf lay ctxxmm&uieest I looked < up- 
on jnyielf aa a dead man, and would gladly* hare faflaio-'' 
ed feven yaars of fervitude again in SidSy to have been 
lid of the fear I was now under of a more terrible puntfii* 
]|ient. 

( While I was in this confufion of fpirit, thinking of 
nothmg but racks «id tortures, the noife of the rabblr 
who flocked about us had alarmed- the people that were 
at their devotions in the church, who came running out 
toinquire.thecanfepf fuch a;'ti»u]dt« Amotig^ the reft, 
airiar» eniiiicot for kn learning and vittcie, ^nd vrho had 
a^particularefteett^andiriend^p for me, perceiving the 
matter, 'Came up clo(e 4o me^ and taking me by' the hand,' 
%»dke aloi|d theie word&t «^ Sirs, forbear to injure a ftran- 
fer 'm the<xmrt of the mother'of God. <l kn^ów^^Hns iaatf 
very WdU, and -wtfll bo refp^fiblc fof him $ he iffiiCafthoCi 
IflD^dlerk, and fervaot^of the Kvhig God.**^ Tk^ rabbfc? 
gave a great ifhont at the end of th^ harangue ; 'land hsiè 
.not mj' Sicilian mafter made a narrow tfcapie, they wouM 
have endangered toccar him in pieces** I know not whilt^ 
became ol him afterwards, but I attended the f#ia»* into 
tbetonplè, where we ftaid during the ceiebi^tionof thénr 
mais, 9aé then he conduéied ma through ^hlf %hét piècH 
4£ tk«^ temple by |mvate ways into the k>dgiiigs of the 
priejbs,. whence we iffued out, by a peftjof^n, and taking 
^atv we cr^fied the xtvtr Seine inu> itie Màs^ The^ae 
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con^aittlated my efcapc from the handa of the inàkittide, 
and I retaroed htm a thoufand thanks lor Mhig me oilt 
rf tfec Ulive. 

Thou fceft» <dear ftaend» that the A^rtbrnn proverfe 
{peaks IKH-^ vain, when it hjSt " That the habitstdoli 
of danger Ù on the borders of fecarky ;'^ and "That a 
Aaan nev^r runs, greater hazards: than when he lead Teafs 

He that turns the icales of 1^ and death, 'good aiid 
eiiily grant that fome happy emei^nicy may always arHè 
to divert tJie perik which thon findt incur in this iinceil^' 
tain life. .; • 

Paris, 7th of the 9th Moon, ©f the Year 1644. 



; ' ' XIX. — To the Kàimacham. 

I 

I X H I s court' is now in moturmng lor the death '■ ei thè 

chief mufti} or pope ; .and. indeed there feeiffS to be more 

I thgxi mere.ccrempny i&.it^. he Jha^iDg' afi along- fWòuted 

I tl^e French interefL He had- ahnoft pad^ the twefity* 

I fecond year of fai^ pontificate; which few of the popes 

have done fi^ce iSt. Peter» a diffapleof their Mefiias.^ from 

I whom they pretend to deriye tficir fucceffion. Theftr Bif- 

I toiiies fay^ jthat thii^Pelef wa».the moftf of Rome five-' 

I and*>twenty yoursyi and that finoe him, not one, whelhef 

hd was eleéied young or old» has enjoyed thefoyereignty 

fo long» Thofe: that have approached neareft; to 'itvftr^ 

Adrian I. SyWefter I.. arid this Urban VIIL who is ndw 

dead* . It is-repotted^ that at their coronation, the mader 

of the cerf monies kneeling down, burns flax before kirn- 

tbat is ekéied» and l¥Ìth a loud^ voice rq>eats thcie^ wdrd# 

I thrice s ** O holy lather ! think not you are to live kei^ 

I as long as did St* Peter ;. but let this fiatne pot you itfi 
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I of the Tanity of the world, and how (wHéy the glo- 
ry of k pafies away." 

Cardinal Patnphilio fucceeds him in the Romaa chair, 
ané has given himfelf the name of laixooeat X. k being 
the cuftom adwaya at their promotion to afTume the name 
of fomc holy man (a ftrangc piece of hypócrify, as if that 
was fsfficient to atone for their own wicked lives) ; hot 
none of them has prefumed to take the name of Peter, 
out of refpeét to the firft ^kar of Jefus. This Pamphilio 
is dbove threefcorc and twdre years of age, hy whofe ex- 
jdtation the lanady of the Barfoarinis, to whom he was a 
profefled enemy, begin to fall into difgrace. Cardinal 
Antonio, one of that family, is taxed with embezzling the 
treafure of the church committed to his truft. 
• fife files to Ffanee for fticcour ; and though ile had no 
great reafon to expeél Cardinal Mazarini's friendfhip, hav- 
ing formerly oppofed his intcreft at the Roman court, in 
the time of the late Pope Urban, yet this cardinal, by an 
>exce& of genefofity, has efpoufed his caufe, and engaged 
bis mafter, «he King of France, in hts qisarveL 

What'Wfll be the iifue of this contention, time wili 
evince ; but men begin to talk already, that the King of 
France will carry a war into Italy, which wi& Ihake the 
wsdk of Rome it£elf» 

Thus there is no inability in human affairs ; but time 
«nd Providence perpetually ftort new events. 

God grant that thou mayeft live to fee the Ottoman 
creicent on the top of St. Peter's church rn Rome. 

Paris, 6th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1644. 
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XX. — To the Visi ZK At: em, af the Porte. 

X tt£ gpreat preparations which Sultan Ibrahim i» mak- 
ing by land and fea affords a fobjeél of difcourfe to a& 
Chriftendom, but adminiiters a fpecial occaiioQ of jea« 
loiify to the republic of Venice, 

They look on hit declared intentions tp invade Malta 
tialy as a cover or cloak to his real defigns upon theav- 
(elves, being confìmvtd in their fufpicion by the com« 
plainta w)iich the fultan made to Soranzo» their resident 
at the Pone^ «^hen he delivered himfelf with an air that 
cxpreiTed far deeper reCentments than his words* 

Nor can the artificial drains of courtefy which are nfed 
toward the refideot» blind or cancel the apparent affront 
and contempt which he received from the kaimacham» 
who refufed to give him, audience after fome hours at» 
tendance, tliough at the fame time Prince Ragotiki's en- 
voy was admitted at the firft word. 

Thefe coniiderations, with others of the like nature^ 
havefufficiently alarmed the Venetians^ fo that they are 
making all the feafonable preparations that are requiiite 
to oppofe the torrent of the Ottoman fury and rage* 
which they apprehend is to be poured on them* This 
they perform with all imaginable diligence and fecrecy, 
being neither willing to give a juft ground of jealoufy to 
the fultan, nor yet to be furprifed unprovided. 

There have lately been extraordinary confultations in 
the (enate about thefe sf airs, fome difapproving theic 
warlike preparationsi others promoting them ;' one party 
judging, that a peace ought rather to be purchafed with 
« tender of gold ; a contrary fide pleading, that fuch a 
|iurchafe would be both diflionourable and dii^dvantage- 
Otts, fince upon every new difguft the Ottomans would 
commence» or at leaft threateo a war» on purpofe to ercd 
a 
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a continual mart for peace» the fate thereof being l&c to 
prove fo profitable to them; Among the reft of the fc- 
nators, Signior Grimaldi made an oratioii| of which I 
have obtained an authentic copy | and It'fpcdks thas : 

** Thi« glorious republic, which has flourished for fe 
-many ages, ought not, in my opinion, to becoiM the 
merchandife of upftart' (hepherdt. It is Bce^efr to i«t> 
count our original, or wipe off the ancient du(b a^ oar 
primitive records, that we may' be able to tdl the wotU 
we are the relief of Troy. It is bootkfs to put yott in 
mind how this mofl ferene and fkmriAiitig fttle haà her 
firft foundations in the fea, and built her neft in the 
floods ; that the Nereids fled to her ihadow, and the reft 
of the fea gods, even Neptune himfelf, courted her afiii* 
ance and prote6iion. Suffice it to fay, that thi» vi6»n- 
ous ftate, thus founded and built, has fyread her coa- 
quefts through Iftria, Dalmatia, and Epirus ; has annex- 
ed unto her government Corfu, Cephaknia, Z«al»'asid 
Crete, with many other ifhnds of the Adrmtic and Me- 
diterranean feas ; and that this virgin. eomsMnwealth faait 
prcferved herfelf undciiourcd thefe twelve hundfed years, 
in all which thne fhe never fubnritted to the hiftful ty- 
ranny of «ny foreign conqueror ; and muft .fhe now . be- 
come a common proftitutc to infidels, be bonghi and kàà 
at any rate, and pay the price of her own flavcry ì Has 
this moft auguft fenate, by a long fcrks of Ibccefeial 
wars, been exalted to the height of foTcreign power, and 
is fhe noiw to be braved into a bafe and mercenary speaee, 
the gilded mafk of abjc(ft flavery ? We that have ftem- 
*med the torrent of Ottoman ÌDvafions,> and refifted -the 
puiflance «f all Afia, muft we now pull- down our own 
banks, and tamely let the proud infultmg''e»e«a7 in, pav- 
iifg his way with go^d I Roufe vtpf my lords, the ancient 
3 



genkit oilkhm^ÌAy fiate» awaken die old Veoetiaa ra- 
ioury and wilcfa jrou rofalve always to ]»car the Ottooaaa 
yoàe» aov (hakeit o£E^ aad make. a war jronr chqice ra* 
ther thaa frour laft. remedy. 

^' The eyes oi all the Weftcm nations are fixed on 
Una «ufuft aflcmbly ; the late <^ Cbrlfteadom la- now in 
the leak»; it is jn your power alone to turn the douht- 
idi briange ; it is firom your unfliakcn valour the Chrifti- 
aa world expeds a benefit, which ihaU be rjecorded on 
jtbcpiUarsioF.eteniity. SoflSer not yourfelves» moft ex* 
ccHcEit loida» to be cajolkd by the fpccious pretences of 
the Ottoman /ox, but confide in your own illuilnous 
anns, ttid the juftice of your caufe, which will not fui 
to attraft the favours of divine providence. Let not 
thofe httfds, which have been all along fprinkled with 
thrnoble blood of your renowned aneeftors, be tamdy 
tidcen from your beads, and trampled under the feet of 
infidels. Whoas do you fear Ì A man fupindy lulled 
in waatoa pleafores, drowaed in the loft dehghts of his 
£eraglio» a fitter chammon for the field of Venusj than 
ior the Uoody toils of Mars, the faaiih fatigues of war ! 
But what do you dread? The bugiar tttleof Grand Se- 
niori . It is in our power t» check his boafted graodeuo 
aad onke him fenfible, the ftatc of Venice hna a fword 
can nacflh the TurUlh £cnftitar. 

<^ J0O but re£Dlre,the wo^l is half doae« Ifieelalreadf • 
in iny mind, blibful prefi^^es of a ìsAìag peace, the ef- 
.-ieGL of ikjiA and feafonable war, which jm mach to be 
psefciit d to the precarious truce (for it defisrves no het- 
*ter.title). which they dc%a to cheat us with, in can- 
tetnpiattoa of oar gold ; a truce which they will break at 
pkafuae, to ftart new grounds of compofiti^. Thsu» 
eoidd we drain the Indies dry, we mult refund our trea- 
fare into the Ottoman coffers, and all too little to iatiate 

Fol. IL X 



^1% LETTERS I^HXTTEir BY ^ot II 

their gnecdy avarice and tyrannous demandsé T^os 
would the moft fcreue republic of V«ftÌoe be poftponed 
to the divan of Algiers, who:have already ihakeo off the 
Turkiih yokes ^ retaining indeed the fejrnle name of &b- 
jc£ls, but refufmg the tribute they were wont to pay. 
Let us not fuffer that barbarous little fiate thua nobly to 
aflert their liberty, whilfi we rcfign our necks to the yoke. 
Our fleets are numerous, our .foldiers difaipHned, our 
fcamen bold and expert, our treafury fidl-of the nerves 
of war. Let us be in a readinefs, and if Sultan Ibrahim 
dares be the firft aggreflbr, then beat drum, found trum- 
pet, and every man ^o his poft." 

This hu£&ng harangue of S/gnior Grimaldi, though k. 
met with fome abettors in the fenate^ yet the counfel of 
the graver and wifer heads prevailed,, which was, to feq^ 
orders to tlie Venetian refident- at Copftantinople, to 
found the inclinations of the fultan, and, if poliìble, to 
make a pecuniary accomodation. 

This intelligence I received from a Jew lining at Ve- 
nice, one whom I confide in, and who gives me a coft- 
fiant and faithful account of all the important occur* 
rences of that fiate. He is familiar with Girolamo Puf- 
ferla and Bernardino Lupulo, two of the fenators who 
voted for peace, by which means he can. eafxly feel the 
pulfe of the Venetian fiate, nothing of moment being 
concealed from him by thefe clarifiimos. 

The late a6Uon of Giacomo de Riva, fupraEvedltor of 
Tino, againfi the (hips of Tripoli and Tunis, ia inter" 
pretcd to be done altogether in his ow» defence. I 
doubt not but it will be otherwife reprefentcd at the 
» Porte ; but I wifh fome men's groundlefs difcontem, 
and the private interefts of^ ethers, be not impro^d to 
the notion of public injuries, by the artifice of fuch as 
wi^ not well to the Ottoman Empire. 



I difcfaàfgftimy 4utyiS.'in fending tbtt At bet intelli- 
gence, i <;aD in Me jtAtSaure^ 

^ 'Gtidy tho Suprenie Monarch of the Unfvérfe, dHpofe 
thefe ovcitur^s^and all other haman efentt» to the ex- 
altation of the Ottoman empire» and the propagation of 
the tme faith. ^ 

I*aris, i^th" of the lOth Moon, of the Year 1544, ' * 



!5fXl«-7-7o MiRZA Mu HAM MED Effendi, Ficar to the 
Muftu _....' 

1 HE Jews have a proverb;** That he who breeds not 
up hfs fon to fome trade^ makes him a thief." And the 
Arabians fay, ** That an idle pérfoft is thè' deviPs play- 
fellow." Therefore, Otir holy and wife lawgiver has 
commanded all true behevers to cxercife* thcmfelves every 
day in fome manual occupation. ' Neither is the fultan 
upon the throne any- more exempted from obedience to 
tliiè uhiverfal 'precept, riian he who cleans - the . ftreets* 
The foul of man is aélive a? fire ; or, to take ' oui: 
còmparilbri, as the Hebre's^ aoy «from another element, 
if can no more ceafe from being bufy, tlian water can 
withhold Itfelf from funning out of^very hole of a fieve. 
Men will be always eièrting their faculties' one yrzy or 
Othef ; and'there'is no medium between good and evil, 
Whofocver'is not employed in one, muft necelTarfly fall 
irtté the other. Thefe are the. points to which all the 
linea of human aéliohs tend, the centres where all our af- 
fati^* meet. But-thòugh there be no fuch thing as a me- 
diocrity between thefe two extremes, and every man 1$ 
^vhhin the circumfercBCc either of virtue or vice, yet 
there arc certain' ft CpS and degrees iii each, fpecjfic dif- 
ferences alfoi which take Hxdr* rife and proportions from 

K 2 
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nature, norditf snd-itii^oa» Tlusst hatuao. prudi^ace 
tmclies ttSy of twx) ev3fi| t^ chonfe the kaft^-wliik^tbe d^ 
^e Qtack jitftruds Bd» oot lo jlÀnd upon niceties and 
ipntdiibs miài wtue, b«U u pujb iSpfward till we arme 
«It «n fciéroio generofi^ 

A» Ibif me, vrho ferve the Grand SìgniW iii tbìa. fia* 
tion, 1 am forced to compound with the law, and caj»- 
tdate with the fe»ercr prccepta of the Alcoran. I tcU 
BMBf a lit, titst I may do the f&ore elfedwal femice to 
truth l'I am eompefted to deny my religion^ that I may 
preparo a way for others to propagate k. By oblique 
and remote fetches of poGcy, I- accomplilh the diredi is- 
teàdoiìA of jtiflftoei t^l^e.I oommit little vlcai.amoag the 
infidek^ to ÌQ;(iaod«ce great virtues $ thus^ioakiag goo4. the 
eotfulelof the PerBan philoftip^ec, <^That it is nec^Euf 
for him who 'would feach^ his: josiraey'sezid» fomettmea.lo 
go round abo^it.'* And thou* knoweft ^hat cticourage* 
ment has be.en giten me» being affured by the fovereign 
prelate ^ dur holy tft#, ^hftt whSe I keep- ih the -mbr.^ 
my duty to the Grand Sigiiior^ I am out of the devil's 
circle* 

if thou wooldeft knibWr how 1 4iuff mjftli at. my hours 
4yf kifttre, I make watches^ not knowing )^ow better to 
fpend my ihur^ot tkne^ than in framing an inftnimcBt 
whereby I «ay pef cci^ how time pafiss awty* - This 
Ilitk enginfc points mtt each, minnte» a«d meaforet e«- 
iélly th^ fucceiS^n of hours ; it keeps pace vikk years, 
yet omruns not months. .It is the journal ^f the 6», 
a faidifol record of his daily travil thTongbrthc l^»?i»s. 
In a wordy it is the lecveiary of tiiaei tand a jcoiiipeiidi* 
oits haftory of the firiU>orn iifue of .etemity. 

EUachiim the Jew take» fame elT.my hmt^ds» and :the 
I A I piefent to. the .grandees^ or a^y body i^rhom.I 
W0idd «bK|^. I iaoft £ent£90e by this way of Vieaaa, 
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ÌÒ tHe itioft^ irénen^ mufti» and to tbyfelf» 9t aifo to 
eth^s of fny friend» at the Si^Ume Forte. Tkey «re 
'«& Ce^ed Gp9 #i& éit>efid&iis t» thofe hr trhom tkt y «« 
de%nèd. I wilh'that ikit mean tefttiiMniy «f my dmj 
and affeàloa may be accepted» and 'that my f«|>efiÌQi9 
would from hettce eofKfhide» that I am no bad iiuftand 
ofmyfimew 

Tlie UachangeaUe Effirnce -who moves aU thnigs, yot 
IS moved of ifonei who fiets all the fprmgs and wheda of 
nature agoii^» yet I'eitiiin^ bimfelf ia eternal left» hor 
holding all thing» paft» ppc feiit» and to tome» with mie 
tttK^rxded glance» grant» that I may be àpprored of 
Heaven» while I obey the aduftl and his vicar on earth. 

If tho9 fàvenreft the* eaale of t)«e/9M«cbant who briiiga 
Jftee thti letter» thou ftak do wcIL He wffl Ji^nn 
ahee <^ his affinis. Ood tocccafe diy felicity* . 

l^ans, aad of tie xoth Moon» of the Vear 1644. "' 
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XXIÌ— -T<> Haù Omki» Sofa. 

Jb tlou that art exalted from a page to one o£> the l9gh> 
éft dfgnit&8 in tbfi empire» and pofiefieftan àfnincolt ihaae 
<^ fhe fultan's favour» wilt not be difpieafed if Mahiwit» 
whom thou haft formerly honoured with . thy. friepdAup» 
j^ts'Chèe la aiund pf fome quoiificatiQaslhat arc re^fite 
jir a favourite. I know thy afaiisttee aire gxcati yet he 
thftt v/93ik$ on pjnna^rs wi& not teftife the afliifawre of 
any kmd hwd that offers it» nor tax anssa with pfirfamp- 
tiòn for endetvounng to prefcnw'him from a M. 

It will not be fufficieat» that thou art wry zeaioua to 
lerve the fukan» to aggrandize' hitf honour» and prop the 
inlpcrial dignity ; near that thou art extrenody .accnraAe^in 
managing the a&lrs committed to thy charge ) that tkon 
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art aiffiduoua and extraordinary carefol, not àddiébed to 
- Tecrcatioiis and pleafure ; that thou att rigoroofly' juft, 
dtaf to flattery and inexonTble to bribes, but in all things 
foHcItous for thy foverelgn's intereftawd greatncft, Witb- 
t)ut any other bias, fave that of untainted loyalty. AH 
thefe, I muft confefs, are great virtues' in a ftatefmati 
and a favourite, yet they may become vices by their ex- 
ccfs as well as their defedi'; aad he that fteers not his 
coorfe in the golden mean, may fooff precipitate himfdf 
into ruin. But it is alfo neceflary for thee to have an 
rye to the. fatisfadlirà of the fubjeft, as wefl as to the 
•prince's prerogative. It will not be fafc to immolate the 
people's intcrefts and liberties to the humoum and ca- 
'pyices of the fovcrcign ; neither will he thank or reward 
" thee for fuch a daagerous piece of zeal ;' nay, fhduld fic 
' himfelf command* thee* to dO- any ttimg • %hich would in- 
trench on their, rights and privileges, thou oughteft ra- 
ther to (how thy fidelity, in humbly remonftrating to 
liim the in conreqruenccs''ófTudi a proceeding," than by a 
' blind obedience to betray both him and thyfelf to the 
public odium. On thee, to be fure, it will fallen, how- 
ever thy mafter may efcape, and thou miift fall " a viéUm 
to appeaie 'the iiicenféd multitude, and fave him hsrm* 

' Icfs: ' -• - 

This was the cafe of the Duke d* OBvarez, the late 
mihifter and favourite of the King of Spain. ' He was 
endued with all the forcineationed vittuós reqtiifìte fct a 
itatefmàn ; hnt his immenfe zeal to advance the king's 
prerogative betrayed him to fuch mesifures of oppreffioo 
and tyranny, as were the occafion of his ruin. 

The Spaniards claim certain franchifes and immunfttes, 
which, when granted them, they pay a voluntary he 
[ .mage to the Caftillan -crown. D* Olivarcz fought to be- 
reave them of thefe their native cuiloms and Hbertiet» 



ybici by degrees gave fo general a difguft to that apprc^ 
hfiofit^e^ nation»' tiat they trofce out into an open rebel» 
lion* . - Heiice fprjuftg. |he rqvolt of .Catalonia ar4d Rouffi^ 
Hon, and the total dtfeelipn of Portugal., He thought 
by rigour to . drive , thcfe people to extremes, making 
tbepa f^l into treafon» and then taking . advaptag;e of 
their crimes», to mak^ his mafter more ahfolute. But 
thefé indired courfes never profpered > and we now fee 
tiiePuke of Braganza, by this meaii^, eftabliflied in tlie 
thjpaer of Portugal» thar.kingdonv quite rent from Spain, 
aed theotfeer provinces in the hands of the French* 

The Spaiiiih grandees, fenfibl^e of the mal-adminiflra» 
tioo pf the favourite duke, grew difgufted, withdrew 
irpm. the ^^lut.atid from, their charges, leaving the king 
almod deiiitute of attendants at home pr o£lice/s abroacl ^ 
je^ oontedurft difcover the grounds of their difconterit, 
till the Conflable of Cadile broke the ice on the follow^ 
lag occafion : The conftable is one pf the prime nobility 
gfSpaip» deducing his pedigree from a race of kinj^ 
Him had Olivarez made his mortal enemy» by propoiing 
a màtòh between a fon of his and the conftable's daugh- 
f»r« This f(m» whether mtùr^ or oni^y adopted, is not 
^artataly known ; but he had lived an obfcure and der 
bauched life, not fo much as taken notice of, unlefs for 
.ifs difiblute manners and eno.rmous crimesj» which had 
once expofed him to the fentence of death, had he not 
B^t with better fortune than he deferved. All the no» 
hie» were highly difgufted, when they faw this prodigal 
owped by Olivarez for. his natural fon and heir, invefted 
with the .higheft dignities of the kingdom, and made 
mafter oÌF prodigious riches, efpecially flnce he was no- 
ways worthy of fuch preferment, retaining ftill his form- 
fir vices, and giving everywhere proofs of an abjed and 
hafe genius. To fee fuch an one made prefident of the 
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IndlcRy and at the Leight of honour» io a fair way to 

fucceed the duke in the miniilry, irritated the whole 

•eoufil, «ad dfove the Conftahle of CaA^e to tmpwticaoe. 

He utterly refufes the snatch, dildsdning that hat «kii^ 

tsr fhoold be Imked to fiich an «pAart ; he remonSnitei 

• to the king the exorbitaBt «OBbition of CUivares ; in iaif 

beiog fecoaded by other ìoré» of the cotaly and by kl* 

•tert from the German Emperor, he fo far prevailed on 

the king, that his eyes began to be opened, and he now 

cleaiiy faw, that sdl the diforden of the govemmest 

owed their origin to the iH ccndaà of OUyafca : Whtn* 

forti taking the adwc of his faitjiul ooiU^ieUor?, he hh 

miied him the court» deprived him of all aothsirity» com 

fined hhn fifft to a place not lar from Madrid» aad «ft^ 

wards to Thoro, a city in Old CiAAe. « 

Thus Ml that gcest minitter thrmxgh has own ambi- 
lion to rife ; feekiog by unwrnranlable methoda to {eaa«e 
hia maftcr^ .favour^ he incnrsed tht height cf hia dil^ 
plca&vey and. br ongM upoff hit own headiui irrecoTAra^ 
it%race and r«a9. -, ,■ 

J bud thee tUt example at a tefiimony of my friead* 
tup and fidelity». and that tho» npycft mjbpa jUkc diaaa 
l^f the true grmmdt of this maa't mi*fo4o&c« Tl^ kiq§ 
has now taken the reint of govenm^at into hit «P9 
handi^ though it is thought %oq late. .^ 

I wiib thee aa iaccesic of . vlrKtcj^ aod b appti«flf8».an4 
th^t thy modcvatioa may keep thee fU^faft iathie ful^'j 
fsYoun , . , , . 

Pari», 4eh of tkc nth Moon, ol the Year 1^44- ^ ' 
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XXIll— To DCNET OCLOU. 



{t i% tbott kaoweft» a ccnfidereUb fitte fiaec I -wa» 
k(r»4a»£tdi with the beauii&l Dsda^ who ^rb» 4ài^ ^ 
^•Jtoasgd» aaddifcrM>abo«e aayfltoctid creatore» It is 
,li«ed to^'&j» wbethcr^e bes^ ^ her aiàKl> ^ Orni ^ 
iMrbod^s ftntckikepeft impr^fam on myfeul. Hmt 
long were the nights and Ikiw Ihoit my' Anpobart» aad 
^%Amt m gefieial éiftrafiSon «^ tiiougl^ <iras I in I I ^qvM 
not ahWe my duoaber^ and, «iMa I irmt QSty no oth^r 
piace coeki plcafc me. I knew, not whatj ùià or 
t)K>i^hQ whtth^ I dvcamed or>iinw r^y aivake» fidod 
«r *f»t, «isiit bftckwwds or fbjrwards, all p^ftvrcs «id 
^kces bei^g i^e, feehlg aooe of them cotild aA>rd tie 
Ihe felief I fought after. 

I imagined no Uk, but that I in^ tlnit hagti^ on ; 
yet I find^ t!»it ^kne aad aìrfcàce haUè at length mmlk 
way ^§òr reafen. Afanrcl not^ dear Ogfeut I hanre^fiiSei* 
ed tbefe tranfjiorts. Our paffioas are not in our powers; 
we cannot love and hate when and v4K>m we pka£e^ 
There ia a conformity of faìoò^ whei^ein the ftara^ they 
Tky» work wonders; * It is trucy nty man ' 'casi * love airai 
he wife at the fame time 4 hut, prithee, uU me» didSt 
ever know any Wife num» who was not one time or 
other in love ì 'Reitiember tUoe ^òwn pàfion for dte 
fiiraeoBjeft» which w31 make 0iee theeafier toexeaie 
lidffe* I'wil teU thee h ft«ry, ^^rhfeh I have fbmewheve 
lead ; which, if it does not pagliate, yet wHl noti^gra^ 
vate my weakiie& . . 

A certain country man having loft his afs, eame to the 
AQextny or cryer, defiring him to give notice at the door 
nf one of their moiques ; which he did for three feveral 
leftivals. But no ntws being heard of the animal» the 
«wnet urged the mueain to conltiMie has foriaer pM- 
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cfanniiWRy i^fc^ the reward oF a fat p^ td* thefininr. 
The mueain being an arch wag, and tired wkh tfae 
«MolF'9»{)ait«Ak^ JO&eldtp, ."when the^cttremoiiie&pf 
i<lEeiii!-£n^)9rÌlìtitMisvvir«^ and pttoplaflodked 
amain «iKt of. thè ma&o^y he made- lìòa folkxslriiig.pio* 
.fitaitiKtfian;'^ If there be.'^ay.ntlai here affioagftyoo, 
\fi^ wifi.obme forche aàd.fokmnif pròfeb». be . never was. 
.jBiibvcviwihaB faa«eaTat.pig..".. ► ,,.:..-'] 
J Ani nAgàtiìly:» hnk&f iéìcntr i»lu> ym»f Boafiiitg^ fitoung 
voa hk ft«fl^^ bawled oat»..'< That;whe::c<»ild fa&lf :tsa]b 
^J»tc oath^C' vras the peKÌcm.who.had ne^ér been in loiffi«i* 
-W4keneu|Mmthe maeGÓn taking hi») by theifecvei prefeitts 
kkn tteuthevcotintrf man, iay^gy-fi^ Here, hkmày I ha«e 
Jdiiéd yi>iir.af^»tiie>-pìg::Ì6'j»iiie;'' ^ •'« <v^ 
. Rejoice with me for the rceeariBiy «of my £bef%7S ^*Bid 
^beEeve -awAjepeiFieaced kUtfi^x whan . be tdl& ^^eev ' tHat&^ 
JEKKk^^e tOahb^e»ly ^tboi^ it^4le iK>rifo «iiieàt mid 
4bbxigi: «s ; that^tct» hia^ mifttefe, yet k ttove folid^ aid 
^kifttag. .'.*..: *. • • n\ /'L'j • 

'^'¥aris, i2th <jf tèe rxA JVrbòtì, of thè Yèkt t6*4-4; ' ' ^ " 
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* XXI V. «^5^0 /& ìnvincihìe Visier'Az'em, *a/ "/i^^ Porte, 

«jDiikY tJsouv who ast tibè. centse and fburéetoiali dlgnìlyy 
i&óft diawni>ack one lay of/ honour iato^thj^fiel^. urirafe 
'jOBaaatitti befiore mbàtéonfic^^i thyiibvea lyuAriotR» 't«IÌL 
*^^tìi|e axìijpQwt^ ifi£ t2^>tidn ^^aflà ;. fkice thou thylbl^ 
I fay, who art always generaiiflimo bj^Jbavi* 'f'ooxikbUt 
lioifayt^^ Ìu]i3ii»*< t^ beoame^^bafla ol tke ioh l i^mih 
HkàXh^A^^mnt» may p«o^e pcofutioi» ta.tbc«^<«ad 
jki^tfovm.ibt sNi^sMÌtb tbfr height of Satì^ék. * May 
:lbe .King.. of th$. wfaters procUim a nefiraatn ivhswer 
4liipvMc#^, 4»4 jR^otbsi wJMb pa)i>hetog« lo. the 



banaerjof the Ottoman ^itopke* Zm a - wojfd». rin» 7 |«dkin 
Ug «mves. and timfljr gales ooiurey thcc fa& and pro^ 
fyeeomto Veaioe, and jnvy fortune ^imajM^^OLttd tihat 
i»u»a%e»{v»iikh.neiKr: £or£aok ^èce /wlten ;th]r ssaAser^ 
honour lay i at ftake. .j ' . . h .; ..y» 

> . The «mpire. ef . the Ofman» is highijc ohUgeil ta ptfr<H 
videnoeyi fi^ iHich. a vaHant aad cxpcdeacod lèador.saf 
teheif armies^ There is bsed of the refointioii of^Mex* 
ander tene Ghti^t. to «nconster witrh, aU^this fairaHdible 
iilicMsà j»d ^haaaods of Hm .war> ^Tbou art) not 
marchmg a^iail the foft and efiemkate PerfianBp>. miik 
ànemmeéAn the laxurÌ9ya,dd3auchene8.t>F.Aiìaf.aiìd met* 
imtsd b^t Gootimtal vokipta9afiief& $ Imt thou muiib coast* 
bat with the fierce Rafcians^ >inrdy So^iam, the «aUaiit 
iohalyibaats of Dalmaiia and libìa, mea imuoed to. tofls 
amdifal^iiai» and fteekd-rin. Uood^aaMlilaiightic:; I«tdl 
càrnei, there^ is.i^'&aH in the. vfoéà dn&k takes' flopce icwe 
tabcwd hcffabjeebiup m aHithe^^tfeipiiaue/of >iiraf^:thiii 
this republic Thou haft heard of the famous Bxké^^i 
Venice ;. wilt thou:.beUexe ,y^hat AioBsi. the.Jew,yhaa 
t<^d me, concerning that fluj»fery of war ? He is newly 
€oifttc*Troin thence»' ahd^ ^aysy ithat tms arfenal * alone ig 
half a league in circuit ; .that there is but. one gate-^v^d 
channel into, it, by which their veiTels pafs in and out ; 
that in ihlft «place» as . hi a &mihary> a«e bo«d! up «n a&» 
finite number ofnOanes^j whoarc. a little .-commonwcall^ 
farf'tbcBifeLves^ - Sonsc'fifrthdiE'aré.eEnplQ]^ «il ^theyam: 
Toundy in making gaUeyfe, gaUeafieis^ pranaces^ ta-igaotises»; 
aadi oifaèv ib%ifiìng, with all matenakfadoagisg/to thetti, 
a»inàlls^'iQiaraj;to. Otherataoke buUoU, chains^ a»cho»r 
■Mn9«ai,aod aUJunda of «ftiijiery. A. thirds iort^afe 
. bhfied.in makiag mfes^ {ajki (hnaós^ andifnohiihd aanal 
io^ltmenftSk 

: 1 He fayantoreovery. that in das laagasxae asMietitm^ 
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^^.tìtfo imM^ m^oM^ '4»t;g(v% ^thps» pmtm»M^ j»» 

«rich 5PO9OOO fwprds ; midkets aoo^ooo» xooo .cuasuM^ 
«« iif|i4ytfi|kfi^.ficx>'^«u)w9^^ AU Ibde use. pic£BV«ed 
a» ^^.t^fufiuie of v«!9r* bcfide»' mfinile iqiiaitttk» of aH 
wmffitt #f woipima and aramuaitioiiip whkh «c <b3|r 
<nNrrie(l Urao^ bciice to furniib their flupt bf fe% ^and 
iMr aiiiùes and fonts by laad. Thou wilt ^es^ncìmét^ 
itwm hi»Ge» that thv te a w& aad jnactid oatioa» wadt 
that the fioaqucft <>f Venice w31 coft iMieh» Arcat «oA 
Wbfld...., 

WA ^ti hear vfctt thk Jew &ys of Oietr pdbli& 
MUiagti wkioh ate att naaife of ihe JbtA oiaibk *^ Ha* 
G0Hm^ ikit]i;-fix. paslfti chiiscbtt» fift^H^o pw i ^ itenci^ 
fix-and-tweaty nun&erict , eighteen dmpek, feventeo» bof* 
pìtUii^ aod.' i^a ^eboola. He- nitaiberi éky-fm «oprta^f 
joÉk^^aan fpàÈs of iàn£h fear hàad«ed.awlJity ikoms 
taédgei, eighty! thoB&nd hoatv wfajeh caaoQit be^fenrod 
«tth Ms than. double that number oB wateanca. The 
iiAiabkiguai»of th».dt9&are eompofeed to bo 8oo,ooQì By' 
ail this, thou mayeft comprehend the greaandfa and 
wealth of this repubUc» and that it it no io^lorkraa enter* 
prife to carry on a war againft it. 

^%cfe fafiéel» giw pubhc toleration to haiiots, «hidi 
18 pra^ifed not only in this cicy, but all over Italy, and 
brings a vaft revenue into the treafury. The wh<»t»- 
fKibe di'^eam is faid to amouat yeaily to leoyooò 



« 1^ multkude «f Jewa^ éoet ailb m%hi:3y eandh tfaac 
éftf V who - have »o Icfs than nine fynagognes • tlaercv 
Tkef ati* -maftera of infinite ^mm^,. and cngco&:thè 
gftateft? part of the- L««antiiie .traffic, wh^r^ Veaioo 
19 become fuperhti^y wealthy, and hat a cquiwd das 
fpllhat 4rf rieh^ Thia^s grown a fatflon io Italy, that 



ttok* fit, \ ^'ft#f At^M"»^ ^ a?9 

Akdua Ae Le«iiB«d> Mflaa «lie' Greats Mapl^f^-^ Proud; 
aad Veiuoe^tbe tidi. - * ^ . *. .. , . ^ 

? Oae^itgcxtrentelf plctfet ttié> «sd tiad it not ^fhov^ 
of ijotatry, I could not but teppiwaeitf as àù sTg^nfenr 
ef l^e gtoerofitf of ^t^^nte. Ad*tiia tdls «i^^ tktfir 
tlwfe 0if4na le6 tliaa 165 maiUc, »iid 25 liriEeii fiatue% 
«^)»l by the or^ and at the charges of 'tUs tepubUe, 
ki kmoiif of «be lik« ntimbcr of mliaiit iolctos, wko^ 
bastt Mofked wcH of the public^ This k ao «ffieaclóiii 
encouragement to others, a fpiir to virtue» the cberHbi# 
«£ ttiartiai^^rdour : And Ventoc iMmnfeemft ta knkate 
^le graftkude of andént Ronae, which never fparcd «ny> 
«oft: to boaour ber Keroea» aad reader theiv aaemory m»- 
HMftaL' 

. God-grafat thee vi^ory over thefe laMeh» tbsi at dijn 
mum, ladea wkb. tbt Venctka ^poila, tbo« aaayvA re» 
jbioB in the rofal imraflès and iaroiit' of our gknrioaa^ 
fokan, and thai not ooly ConftantboiÀ, bai «li .tb^ 
OttoaoB!0*«oqare^ im)r «debnHle^triiimpba,fQr tbeltiecfifik 
of thy^^asiaa. / : * ^ 

• Paris, aift Off die ifthMfoon, of the Year Xfi44. ■ 
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XXV. — To Dgwet Oglou. 

It appeal» by tby mAnsbolj hmr tbaii b^ «ioih Smeì» 
got the lofs thou formerly fuftaiaed by fire, but ftift oqrk 
finttcft to dfflurb tbyfelf with àUmék mppt^h&s&axi of 
ipemUng Jby ^agra i^.^nofluaìoiia pomcrty^, laoaafiiJA 
* Ikou àiàSt^ fer tihy beanb^oo nmdli m tby veealtb» whiter 
ankca tbea £1 u^iwafy under *tby milioHtììam* - l%bap^ 
Ib^ mottey waa thy cnftav. a&d QoA^ ik, reanavjng k 
from tbeei h^s made tbca.&f^ aad lher^(^Q4.^ii^ 
for the contemplation of the uaiverfe. 
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Never feer want ; .the ftme 'pgpoindeiice Ivhidb tod& 
Cftre of thee before thou caaidl iato tiie «wiùrldy -wii 
never be wasting to thee now thoii art in it* It; is boet 
a little that we need, aad tt v§3k not be loag^ 'l}efoT<(a it 
wiU be impodSble for - us ' to want any thiag* Poverty 
iKver ineets the tbiidung' ami iadullalous ; and a mm 
may fetisfy nature, without die 'leaft oblighcioa to £or* 
ttme» who, when fhe fieems iiK>ft angry with u^^ fcaroé 
•ver denies u& necefBiries» The bcUy» mò^éàf » s tariDiibli»' 
ibmc creditor, yet is quieted with alidki' Sénetk teUa 
«8, that Epicurus con^nrd himfeli: to ^ 'narrower aliowi 
ance than that of the fcvereft pnfon» to the m^ii heint&«» 
o:S5nder ;, and found htrnfeif at eiife'too i» a ^fti&ist ^tTf 
ikam any imn in the worft cox^tttiotr. needs to ht»» But 
the mifery of it is, we are governed in idl tàings b»^ 
opiaron,'and Wery thing is to ns as we thitdc it to be^ - 

The. fame great man tèMs us' of onr ; A|»ieitt&, who 
pOffoned himfelf' for fear of ftarviRg", w^c» lie hitSi^O 
hundred and fifty piallerà in iik cbStr^^ Aaé another 
more modern phil(if(^hcr relates^ that » mk» many iztt 
acquaintance of his, falling màd, fnatehed up aikia'^^ 9à& 
complained he maft perifb with.buBgex,^ foT'hei&w there 
was no grain in the empty hufks* 

It is fawf of-tìre' Emperor G^Ba, that he was wont to 
weep, when he faw his tabfe better corv^ved than ordi* 
^ary. And I have read oS a certain Chriftian mufti» who 
waé fo wrétdbedif cdvetousr ^t he would fted pmatdy 
into the great mofqjoc iof ILome, and put out 4he lampi 
there to lave char^. . r' 

Butmethinks» I .hear thee^muknurhi^^aie «i ai^rci^ 
^t this was n€rer< thy hiiasiHir ; aadt thefer dlatioia * 
make littk*ÌB^Mreffio« on la .ma«^ that ha» hnd hsa heufe 
«hd goods burnii «ad aaiardwly efca^ped ia. his -. cam 
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ShaA I teH thee thcn^ what happened fetcly in tlicfc 
parts, i;v^tch will perhaf» make thee more b^nten ted; 
uid thankful for thy life» feeing what 'was thefe poor 
people» lot, might hatve heen.'thsne» i- 

Certain confiderable merchant» coming to this town, 
Bod lodging aft^aB> inn, ikot far fk>m 'myquareers, the 
hottfe being Aifl €>f gueil^^tliey were- forced to be content 
with' aU' upper croom, ^wfaere,* entertaining one^ «nother 
witk'pleafa&t difoourle, to pafs away the time tfll fuppevy 
on fi f«itddeci the kitehen was< all in a Hame, rnifòrtunatel^ 
increafed with combuflable matter tying near the chiat- 
aey ; fome fayv there was great quantity of oH and gun- 
powder» («n odd ftorehoufe to lay fnch commodities in). 
However,* the fire appeared fo fuddcnly and ^'ofentl^, 
thiat in a moment all the floor tinder them was ft^i^ed 
^withit. . . 

•' Thefe gentlemen, who" were two ^oreys high,'ih à 
chflimher towafdi the ftreet,. as ibon «as'- they heard the 
cry of fire; began to make towards their trunks and 
portmanteaus, which were locked up in a large coffer, 
lite tepy «f whith hung at their hoilds^s^ girdle. They 
-were ibr going down to .fetch it^ .but the «fire had in «a 
manner corifumed all beneath them.' * Whilfi they weit 
4iufied so trying tO'bfeak ^pen the cofibr, and to tkke 
oDt every» man- his own^ theii? ehamber became indantty 
fo fuU of fmoke^^ as -was >like to- chc^e tb«m. The^ 
could neither lave thealfelT^s by g«ing % op dowfl,*the 
liottfe being sdl over hi a ftame. Motfeovei^, their iloigh- 
hours feeing their own hoiifes in danger, were fo cofii^ 
rented te* thenfchKSV that thjry had no time to» pity 
othemr fo' tiiM ffw pcopk attempted «o'fuccour théfè 
jpoor gentkmenV'Wbb, «n their fidr,'eiidearvoured witli 
gsestfifeces of woWd to -fovee a paiTage ; bnt the w«&l 
aad windows were too.ftrong tCKf^vt way to their efiK)n% 
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being fecured with tluck iron ban» ùileiied in tlie ftoncs. 
In this lamentable condition, having tbis »e&ora!^e fisone 
before their eyes, which had already feiacd on the cham- 
ber, tearing the hair of their heads» zitd ftamping on the 
ground, they fent forth fuch dreadful flirieks as moved 
all that heard tliem to extrem< compaflioB. 

They threw their gold and filver into the (treett m 
▼ain, cr^ng for help $ the fire being ib tacrcafed, that 
before the people could bring ladders and other tuftiu- 
ments to break a way into the ch3ml>er, thcfe poor 
wretches niiferably perilhed in the flames. 

Thank God thou haft ftitt thy life and fenfes ; turn 
thefe lad the right way, and thou wilt find thou haft loft 
«othing. 

Paris, 2iti of the nth Moon, of the Tear 1644. 



XXVL— To/i/ Rei8 Effendi, Principal Secniary ofth< 
Oiloman Empire* 

i. HI Spaniards are the proiideft people ia the wcMrld. 
They ftrut like cranes as they go along the Arecte, «ad 
walk by njes of geometry. H€re( ar^ many of them in 
d^is city, fmce the revolt of Catalonia and Rooffitiodl 
The French accufe them of uncomplai&nec nnd iU man* 
Hers, in that they vnll .jsot change thdr. habit o€ gaily «n 
• country fo averfe from formahty» 

They are extremely addiiàed to rhodomontados, as 
thou wilt eafily g«ic£i by this which f^^ùw^s Lewit 
XIIL afking a Spanifli officer, who was a prifoaer af 
war, ** Why*the Kings of Spain went not inperfoa to 
«he wars, as the kings of France ?** he answered, " H 
the king, my mafter, Ihould lead his own^anny into die 
Bad, the «hole earth wodd ticoldc under him^'» 



h 
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AnaÙm hàag aflced» *V Why the Spanii^ King in hti 
{kjlcp hoaftedf that the fun was his helmet/' replied, 
** Becai^e that luninary nercr fets on all my mafter'i 
territorie».'* But the Frenchman wittily retorted^ ** He 
will neither fet nor rife on any of your mailer's dominions 
e'er long» if the great Lewis go^a on with hi$ con- 

Indeed» to pais from jell to earnefii this yidorioni 
king <:<mtiniially pares away fome part or other of the 
Spaniel fl^narchy. I have acquainted the mioiilers of 
the divan with the, mod imporl^t pailàg«s of this war, 
isxoept the taking oi Grave^ng» whkh 1 did not then 
tliink;.|<9.QQ^Mc^le aplace» as I ap fioce informed il 
ts. It is a fea town» lying on the northern (hore q( 
France» and commanding the narrow feas between the 
continent and England. Some fay» tha^t it is one of the 
ftfoageft «MHw is £iipepe. The^J Frcndfc K ia g , bf^ the 
conq^eft of this place» is in a condition to give the law 
by féa to the northern nations. 

The great God» who prote£U the Ottoman empire, 
fet limits to the conquefts of this Chriflian king» aod f# 
toatinue the wars of thefe infidel princes» that neithe» 
any of them ma^ be in a eonditton» nor all of ^bem to«,, 
gether be «greed» to make head agaiaft the arms ^owr 
invincible fuhan* 

Pàrts>.3J of the lath Moon, of the Year 1^44. • 



XXVII. — To Dtcnzv HassEiN Bassa. 

X Hou haft already in the Divan heard of the prefrnt 
convulfions of the Engli/h dale. I communicated to the 
Vificr Azem what intdligcaces I had received of the, 
troubles of that kingdooi ; bcfidcs, the imperial, c^ty k^ 
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full of flrangcra of all nations, who maiQtain correfpoud- 
encca with their feveral rerpcdivc coimtries ; . whence it 
comes to pafs, that whatfoever is done Iq the mod re- 
mote corners of the earth, is foon known to the miniftera 
of the Sublime Porte, which is the lan^uary of the whole 
world. But I fliall gratify thee in unveiling the interior 
of thofe events which have made fuch a noife. Thoa art 
naturally curious in thy refearches, and I filali prefent 
thee with fome additional remarks which I have made on 
tlic Enghih affairs fince I wrote to the fupremc minifter 
pn that fubjea. 

I acquainted him, that the late Cardinal Richlieu had 
a hand in embroiling that iHand, a? he had . in exciung 
the tumults of Catalonia, and promoting the revolution 
©f Portugal. The. part which he adcd was by .prpxy» 
He had his agents there, to blow up into a flame the 
fparks which lay fmothering in the breads of that difcon- 
tented people. Thofe of the Latin chur9h reflect on it 
as a judgment on the Engliih nation, that they have, ne- 
ver been free from confpiracies, feditions and, rebellions;, 
£nce t)ie tim.e they (hook .^ff their obedience to the Ro- 
man mufti, which was in the days of King Henry VIIL 
..as if that revolt in point of religion had been the fourcc 
.of all the following tumults and diforders in thi: date. It 
b certain religion has great influence on men's morals, 
and where a liberty of innovating is once allowed, it 
makes continued progreflions* Some French antiquaries 
fay, that the EngUfli embraced the Roman conununion 
for the fpacc of feven hundred years, and that during fo 
long a time they never had any civil wars, but fuch as 
were made on the account of fucceffion to the crown ; 
but that after they had changed their faith, they were 
always redlefs, dill hatching fome alteration in the go- 
vcrnment. . I know not how far thefc obfervations arc 
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juftfAalblc, Weft beirtg generally partial to their own caùfe; 

but the prefentftirs in that ifland feem to owe their iiw 

creaféj if rtot their birth, to the latitude which the fub- 

jeéls take in matters of confcìcncé. Whilfl every man 

carves out to Himfèlf fuch a religion as beft' pleafes him, 

without being accountable to the ftate, or paying any tri- 

buce, as is the practice of thè Ottoman empire, hence it 

is few men*s ambition to conform to the feligion of the 

prince, but every feel endeavours to perfuade both prince 

and people to fiibfcribe to their fcntiments ; and the moft 

potent party threatens all the reft with the ill confequenccs 

of war, in eafe their tenets be not eftablifhed. 'Among 

-iall the religions which'divfde the inhabrtants of that ijQand, 

■'there is none for which they h^ve fo general an averfion 

as that Which\hcy cai! the Roman ' Catholic, though k 

'.'were once \he eftablifhed'rèUgioft' of' the country/ 111» 

is now beconiethe'ptiBlic eye-foi-e ; and the reft of the 

'fefts, though they are at immortal di£Fei*ènce with each 

other, yet all join heart and hand to oppofe'this eomnion 

' bugbear. " Hie French iay, thaft thè Proteftahts are like 

.the Eiiglifh tnaftifFs^'twd of whfch I remember were pre- 

'fented to Sukan Àmotàth^by the French ambaflador^ 

■witlrthis cTiaradcr of thenr, **'That though, when they 

quarrelled, they will' fight with each other to death, yet, 

'-fhould a bear be let loofe upon them in the midft and 

heat of theif fury, they would foon* become friends, and 

turn the battle upon their favage enertiyl" Such, they 

{ay, is the humour of the Englifh feftafies ; and the fa<S 

-t!0U8 have improved i£ fo far as to fatteti the odium of 

' the vulgar on the king Himfelf, by fuggefting,' that he 

defigns to introduce fehe Roman religion into that coun« 

try, whereas, according tb the relation of travellers and 

' knowing men, he is* à zealous Proteftant. This is the 

pretence of taking up arms agaiwft ' him '; an artifice by 
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w^l^i irbcllbri is gcneraSIf iifficrf d in, whiBft the defence 
of teligfon 18 made à doak for facnlege and treafon. 

Tke tftftdels have foitnd out a way to divide a man 
from himfdf hf metaphyfical nicetie« ; a fcience wherein 
the trtie belictert are happily ignorant. They are aftu- 
«Uy in arm« againil their fovereigni yet they declare they 
tight for hi«i, maintaining their rebdBIon hy thia fophi- 
ftry,' that they fight againfl his natural perfon to defend 
his political; te if they could feparatc one from the other. 
Some thinking men fay, it is well if tìicy do not dii^orce 
his foni from his body by the help of thcfc joggling di- 
ftinéltòns. ' • .- 

Hn TTcetoy in Irebnd has already loft his head, fur no 
odier crime bnt- his loysdty to his màfter» who is l]3amed 
tor giting confent to the execution of fo' ftithful a misi^ 
Ittr^ Yet the carious pretend to trace the footileps of 
jttftice in this man's dcftiny, fince he fell a faérifice to the 
fame democratic principles whereof he hid formcHy been 
a scalous patron, having been obfc*rved to be ouce'à great 
«ppofer of the royal prerogative. If this be true, it feemi 
«s iPNen^ein heifelf had fnxmght him id his ptmifiiment. 
' Thoti wilt wonSer at the pfefnmption of thefe people 
-in diveftiog the king of the mflitaiy power by fea and 
hmdf and a£fuming it themfelves, efpecially wbèn' thoa 
còàMfcreft, that th?s la the cflèntial prerogatite of fore- 
trigaty, withotit which it is hot an ^empty tiflc.' 

Our invincible fuitans arc poileffcd of fnch an tincon- 
troulablt anthority as cannot be transferred fco any fob- 
je6V> ot to all the fubjeéls of fo va ft an empire put toge- 
ther,' but is only communicated at the imperial pleafure, 
as rays- from the fun, whofe emanations, though the^ are 
immènfc-and infinite, yet do they not in the kjA dimi« 
nifli or Weaken that immortal fountain of light. Bnt the 
£ngl^ have not that Teneraticm for their prince as is 



&ucrd m Uie muflulo^ps^ thry cftc;em htm. but; tV Xra£i 
tee of the commoaweakk, the crcatuire of the pofriace, 
hsying imbihcd the prjoaipks of Ariilotle» .Cate» laad 
o^bnx 4ecDOCiatic phflobphers, wholeach» ttnal.the ibv«- 
«cig^ pqinrqr ib t>rigiiaUy in the peop^e^ aad but txztdaùt» 
ted from them to the prmce» by way of deputatioa and 
acdepce* r My letter ta the pnme "vifier will iafoam the« 
i^h^ ^he f^gliih paiUa|ient i»* At this time» a» I am^ 
t&naedf U cotofifta for the moft part of ^seo of this ftamp $ 
y^.^iKY do iOot.opcQly pro£ei« thcfe, aiitimonarohi(& to- 
neta» hut» under the maik of loyalty» amufe the cxvdu* 
loua multitude with fpeciout pfeteuces of making the 
lung. the moft glgrious monarch, and his fubjeida the hap-* 
pieil people in the world :. But it is thought he will ra* 
ther confide in hi& arms, the juHice o£ hiscaufe,. and tht 
prote6Uon of Grod, than fttSerhimfdf to be any longjor 
cajoUed by their faHe rhetoric.. 

He has. given them battle once» wherein they £sy the 
vii^ory was vfk an even balance^ and neither £de could 
^daxrn it. . 

The rebels have put to death the EngliOi moM, whom - 
they caE the Archbiihop« , They amckoS hiahead with 
vaa axe in the o|«n ftreei» on the tenth day of the firft 
mooii of the year 1645. 

3efore I conclude this letter, I ihall relate to ^ee a 
paflage which hi^pened in this, king's infancj^ ivorthy 
of remask« In former a^es» theie wezie a fact, of philo* 
fophers or propihfita in^n^g^aod^ whom they uaScd Druids 
an)l fiards. Thcfe inftruded the people an i)tt i>clief of 
a Ood» the tmnwrtality of the foul», and other principles 
of natural rcligipn, Hey foretold thin^rg to come, an^ 
hadao4uiredib great a reputation, that the kiogs^of tha^ 
^country would undertake no. afiair, of. moment. tiU they 
iiad>fidt copftdtcd t b rfc Qiffl;ks> U^^yàù^c 9XQ.jtt 
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^viag fame of that pre^he^ race is tlie..«oantalii8 ^of 
Scotland^ ooc of wkicà» a m&n pf great faulty and wif-^ 
deal) . being ^n hvmdred-aiid-tweoty years Mi came to. 
vliit this kifig's. father, at which tune he &w..jthisikÌBg» 
being then an.in&nt, in his nurfe's armst ^vi^ftrhis dder 
brotlicr and heir of the crown flood by. • The old man^' 
after his cotnplimcnts to the fathev, takes the infant prince' 
inhis arm^r.Rndbeftows his benyiidion 'xxxiJt id.theffr 
terms : ^^ HaiU royal babf , hen* of thè' tvm 4sroM^8'^ thoa 
(halt reign a loagtlme^happSy» but i«^ the eod a fievr^ 
derluce (hail be thy bane.". - The nobks that' i9$ere «pre-i 
fent thinking that the extremity of age had bereaved him- 
of his reafoni were ready to tkruft him away y-of&ring.tct 
take the child fromliiòiy and .telling, him^ <^.THat he ìtàù 
toòkf fot this was notthe.heirfòf.thecròwn^ but his bro-t 
ther who*-&ood by jf' but he, -widbi a composed look and 
an aHured carnage, made anfwer, *' That what he fpoke 
was truth j" adding withal, ** That the elder brother 
(houU dia before hia father, and that- this. Ihould live to 
inherit the kingdoms of Scotland and England.''- . The 
event has made good fome part of 'his prophecy, for his 
eUeriirothcr died attwdte years of a^e, ^d ile at this 
day pofielFes thofetwo kiigèoms ; bnt howthefieur-de. 
luccihall be hisbaney time muft enneè. it is thought 
that'hy itria meant the French- kirfg, béèaofe fiiat is- the 
anns>0f the.róyàl blood of France. It i« -hard to^ ^eter-» 
mine |o£ future «v«ntr; yet tlKefe are fome, wh(y, obfenr- 
ing the Snfiueope which .i;UA«e^irÙh|Ì8< hadjon the Englift 
comiiiotioiM;, and how farCaBdittEA.-RichHeù has engaged 
King X4WÌS XIII.% ill revenging tké/af&onts wiiicà/were 
grveq to his jQfter, the Queen of England,^ by that inhof- 
pitable n/ition^ make np difScu^ty of in^i^pceting this pro* 
phety^ -but conclude, that the JunfortMoate JKiag of Eng- 
land will at length iail a iiidimrto'^eJFiscnchxe&ntnieiits, 
though his own fubjeds be inftrumental to his ruin. 
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I will contibue'tny int«&fg€iKe of the Englifh affairs as 
I receive them. In the mean while, I pray the great 
God to proteéi the mufTulman empire from fedtuon and 
treafony and keep the fubjeéb of Sultan Ibrahim in their 
due obedience* 

Paris, 15th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1^44. 



XXVIII.— Td Bajaz«t Ali ;Hogia, Preacher to fhe 

Semglio» 

irls&E are to be met with in thefc weftern parts infinite 
numbers of people, who not only defpife. and vilify oujr 
law^ but their own, and openly feoff at. all religion^ in 
the world. Thefe arc kpown by Ulc name of Libertine.s 
or Atheifls, which is to fay, people that profcfs them- 
felves enemies. to the belief of a God j a lewd and un- 
thinking herdjO^ animals, who dare not be alone, left they 
(hould come to the remembrance of themfelves, and be 
wifer. 

Thefe pccjplp arc in fonoe fort like Ninua, that .great 
AiTyrian monarci^, who vaunted he narer faw the ftar^, 
nor defired it ; wor9upp<^ neither fun nor moQn,^iiever 
fpoke to his pco^e, nor took any account ,of th6m> but 
was valiant in ea^g and drinking. 

He was faid to have this infer^on 00 his tomb-; 

... ^ ThCfgOfJt l9rd of, Ui€ world,, • , -, 

And lived as thou doft. 

But am^now nothing bat duff. 

An the meat I have eaten, 

AH the -l^aiidtbme women* I have enjoyed/ 

AU the worfliip that was paid me, 
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And ali th« riches I wa» poAtsfled of, 

Have failed me ; 

And when I fct forward 

From this ivorU into the lawiHhlc^aU, 

I had 

Neithsr gold, nor horfc, nor chariot. 

I am sow, I fay, 

Bat the duft thou treadeft on. 

Soch aaothcr WM SanUoapalos, one of the fuccefibn 
of Ninus in that monarchy, and in the corruption of hit 
fiaannen ; an effeminate prince, a flave to his lufts, and 
not worthy of an imperial crown*- It was not to his vir- 
tue or courage that Nineyeh was ohliged for fuftaining a 
ficge of eight-and-twenty moons, but to the impregnable 
ftrength of her own walls ; for fo foon as he was told 
that the .oracle was fulfilled, and that the river Euphrates 
was joined in league with his enemies, and had, by an 
unufual flood, broke down a confiderable part of the walls 
in which he trufted, all his bravery vanifhed, he fhowed 
he was a coward, end kiDed himftlf for fear of death : 
Yet fuch was the fordid impotence of his fpirit, that even 
in this way he durft not die alone, but taking his conco- 
-l)tne8 ftnd neareft attendants, with all his gold and jewels, 
he forced them to accompany him into the hoHow of a 
' funeral pile, which he fired with his own hands, and bmmt 
hts firrvanti with htmfelf. I do not efleem it an ttk&. of 
courage to make death a fanéluary from the inevitable 
miferies ol a hated Rft ^ but to be either wSEng to die 
in the height of humati «njoynMnfts, or to be reiblved to 
live and outbrave thefe very ci^amities which would tempt 
any man %o die, is the pecidiar marks of an hercHc refo- 
lution. 

However, thus died Sardanapdus» having defired that 
a monument might be ercjded to fait ncmory, vtrith this 
infcription : 
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SARDANAPALUS ^ 
Lived much in a little time, 
Hiving always gratified his fenfes : 
He built two cities, 
Auchiala and Tarfus,* 
In one day ; 
Perfotmcd the tafk of maity years. 
In four-and-twenty hours ; 
Advifes thee, reader, to imitate his example ; 
. £{tt, donlc, andenjaytbyiUf, 
For 
After death there is neither pleafurc.nor paia. 

Thefc were but pigmies in athdfm in comparifoh of 
others» DionyfìuSy the Sicilian monarch, was a giant in 
infidelity. He not only committed facrilege, but made 
it hia pailime. He drolled upon the gods while he rob- 
bed their temples, into which he never entered without 
ajeft, nor departed from their filtars without a fatire. 
He put a woollen grarmcnt on the image of Jupiter O- 
lympitts, inftead of the golden robe with which King Hi- 
cro had clothed it, and excufed'tbe facrflege by faying, 
*« Exchange was no robbery," femd ^« That he confulted 
the cafe and health of the god both for fummer and win- 
ter." H<f 'flayed the barber to the ftatue of Afculapius, 
and fhaved off his golden beard, faying, << That fince 
Apollo, his father, was beardlefs, it was but good man- 
ners for the fon to be fo too." When he came into a 
rich temple in Syracufa, and faw in the hands of Mars a 
fword,. whofe hilt was tbitfc fet with diamonds, emeralds 
and rubies, he made a mock obeifance, and took the 
fword from the extended arm of the image, faying, " The 
god of war prefented him with that fword, as an eameil 
of his future viftories, and he fhould be very ungrateful 
and impious not to actept the gift of the deity." It was 
Fol. II. u 
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a nafty affront which Nero put upon the Syrian goddefs, 
when he caufed his excrements to be thrown in her face. 

Thefc were royal athcifts, and nobody dudl controul 
their impious pranks* The libertines now-a-^ays are 
more modeft and poHtic ; they dare not violate temples» 
nor [Hrofane the altars of the ChrifUans openly , but fe- 
cretly th^ undermine all religion^ and diipute people out 
of their faith. 

Some of thefe atheifls maintain the 'world to be eter*- 
sal ; others hold, that it came by a fortuitous concourfe 
of atoms» "which, after an eternal dance in an infinite 
fp^ce, at laft jumbled together Ì9to that.<exquifit£ order 
we now behold and xionteropbte. They profefs them- 
feWes difciples^pf Epicuriia» yet 'wilfully corrupt the doc» 
trines of that virtuous philofopher, who, though he taught 
that the fupreme feUcity of man confined in pkafure, yet 
•ever meant tha?t of the body, but the purer joys and 
tra^uillity of the mind, ariiing from a life led according 
to teaibn ; whereas thefe modem Epicureans place their 
higheft contentment in thet iatisifaéiion of their fenfual 
appetites ; a jolly crew, who number their days by de- 
baucheries, and reckon that hour mifpent wherein they 
have not drawn fome line of voluptuoufneOs ; ^nd, as if 
they liad confecrated themfelves to Bacchus and Venus, 
women and wine divide the moil important actions of 
their whole lives. 

They are profeffed enemies tp the dodbine of the rc- 
furrcdlion, of good and evil fpirits, of the day of judg- 
ment, of hea,vcn and hell j^. They efteem religion only aa 
an invention of politiei^ns .to reduce the world under fome 
form of government, and fpare not to call Mofes and Jc- 
fiis the fon of Mary impoftors, as well as Mahomet our 
holy lawgiver : They laugh at miracles, and ridicule pro^ 



Book III. A SPY AT PARIS» 243 

phefies ; and you had as good talk to theift of a man in 
the mooa as of an apparition from the dead. 

Thefe fort of libertines are not only to be found in the 
court of France, but in general all over Europe ; the con- 
tagion is epidemic» the itifcélion has ipread itfelf through 
clergy and laky, nobles and vulgar, infomuch a« he paffcs 
for a man of no wit who has not a fpice of atheifm. 

This will not fcem ftrangc when thou fhalt know, that • 
CTen among their muftis themfelves there have been fome 
Lucians, who eileemed religion but an old wife's tale, ^ 
and ufed the mod important articles of their faith but as 
inftruments of ambition and avarice, to aggrandize thcm^ 
felves, and fill their coffers. Leo X. a famous Ron>aa 
pontiff, will be recorded to all poflerity for that faicafm 
of his on Jefus, the Meillas of the ChrifUans, <* How 
much are we enriched by this fable of Chrift !" Indeed, 
if wc rcfled well on the maxims and praftices of that 
court, it will not be hard to conclude that gold is the 
great god of the Romans, and the ultimate objedi of 
their adoration, fince that alone can open or ihut heaven 
and hell, no piety or virtue, no prayers 01 tears, alms or 
penances, being available, unlefs made £b by the mento- 
rioua adjuntì: of this powerful metal* Neither need the 
moil enormous finners defpair of pardon, if they have but 
Pluto for their prodlor, and gold for their apology, there 
being certain rates fetupon all fins, which, if paid, thofe 
of the deepcft dye are as readily abfolved as the fmalleft 
peccadillos. 

This fplritual merchandife of fouls in the fupreme court 
of Chtiftendom has in no fmall degree contributed to the 
atheiGn of the age, while rch'gion is thereby rendered 
cheap and vile, a mere artifice of government, a flratagem 
of the priefthood to keep fools in awe and lubjedion ; 
and therefore, fuch as have a better opinion of themfelves, 
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and would be tITought men of fenfe, take occaiion to carp 
at the very fundamental principles of all Vcllgion, and to 
difpute againft the being of a God. Rather than tamely 
couch under the luggage of manifeft impoftures, they, 
like wild colts, throw off the yoke even of natural reli- 
gion and common morality ; and becaufe they have too 
much fenfe to be abufed with religious umbrages, and 
too little faith to fwallow all the pious frauds of the 
church for undoubted oracles of Heaven, they will have 
no faith at all, nor give any credit to the didlates of cor- 
rea reafon, but turning fceptics in all things, are ftedfaft 
to nothing but the fatisfaélion of their lufts, looking up- 
on it as ill hu{bandry of the prefent time to fquander a- 
way the leaft moment on the thoughts of a future life. 

But thou, venerable Hogia, who haft been prefent at 
the Tuyfteries of the holy fepulchre, and killed the floor 
.of Abraham's Oratory, art happy in the polfeffion of a ' 

blamelefs faith ; thou haft renounced the vain pleafures ! 

^f fenfe, and thy life is one continued ferics of abftincnce, i 

prayer, fafting, alms, and other good works. Having | 

been bleffed with frequent vifions of paradife, and antici- 
pations of the immortal ftatc, pray that Mahmut may 
pcrfevere in the faith of a muffulman, and the integrity I 

©f a loyal (lave to the Grand Signior. 

Paris, aoih of the T2th Moon, of the Year 1644. 



XXIX. — To Egri Boynou, a White Eunuch. 

1 CANNOT forget the time fincc thou and I fat together 
in the Chiofe at Scutari, and entertained each other with 
the ftories of , the ancient Greek poets. The profpeél 
which that gallery afforded renewed our memory of fcvc- 
ral nations ftrife about the birth-place of Homer, and 

3 
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from thence gave us occafion to difcourfe and make com- 
parifons between him and Hefi od, •Orpheus, and the reft 
of the celebrated poets, phflofophers, and fages of the 
Eaft. I remember we pafled by degrees from one fub- 
jedl to another, till at length we fell upon the tranflation 
of their heroes, and the genealogy of their gods. Thou 
wilt fay, I have a good memory, fhould I now rehearfe 
the feries of our converfation on this point ; but I will 
not be fo troublefome for the fake of applaufc. Though 
I often think over thy fentiments with infinite deHght, 
yet I will not repeat them here, left I tempt thee to 
throw away my letter before thou haft half read it ; only 
give me leave to put thee ii#mind how thou didft then 
vindicate the infant world for placing thofe excellent fouls 
. in heaven who had been iUuftrious benefaftors to mankind 
on earth ; and that though after ages fell into the crime 
of idolatry, by giving divine honours to the firft inventore 
. of arts and fciences, and by facrificing to the manes of 
departed heroes, yet it was thy opinion, that thofe who 
firft confecratcd them to immortality, and a fame that 
fhould know no end, did but perform the rites of grati- 
tude, execute the didlates of innocent nature, without 
ever dreaming of the religious ceremonies which their de- 
luded pofterity fuperinduced. 

To do thee juftice, this was a noble thought, full of 
humanity, and exaftly fquaring with unbiafled reafon ; 
and I muft confefs I owe the frequent cure of my melan. 
choly to the force of this generous fentiment. 

The Chriftians, efpecially here in the Weft, outgo the 
Jews in the fupcrftitious narrownefs of their principles ; 
and as the latter confined falvation to the lineage of Ja-» 
cob, fo the former reftrain it to the Latin church. I 
have often converfcd with fome of their learned dervifcs 
on the theme of the Pagans falvation, but can by no ar- 
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guments beat them off from their inveterate prejudice» 
They will net allow ft> much as one of the heathens to 
be faved, and but a hundred and forty-four thouland of 
the Jews, accounting twelve thoufand of every tribe. 
This is the fcvere arithmetic of the Weftern religion, 
whofe profcflbrs thereby render themfelves greater infi- 
dels than thofe they damn. It is to be hoped there is a 
larger calcule with God for the number of the blefled, or 
elfe one would think hell would be too populous, and the 
devil would be forced to make frequent decimations, and 
fend colonies abroad, to make room for the ever frcfli 
glut of his new guefts* 

For my part, who was eiftjcated inf the impartial rudi- 
ments of truth, in the fercne principles of the Mahomet- 
an faith, I believe that there are fome faved "of all reh*- 
gions, and that at the day of judgment there fhall be 
eredied a fourth banner for fuch to refort to who never 
heard of Mofes, Jefus, or Mahomet. Affuredly there is 
no malice in the Omnipotent, and he will not damn men 
for their involuntary ignorance of his revealed laws, pro? 
vided they live up to the genuine diélates of nature and 
reafon, which are the trueft (landards of virtue and pofi- 
tive religion. 

The Chriftians have a heaven for their faints, and 
a hell for fmners ; in this they agree with the mtifful- 
mans. They have a limbo for infants that die unbaptiz* 
cd, and another for the virtuous Ifraelites who lived be- 
fore the Meffias, Their charity had been complete, liad 
they provided a third for jull and virtuous men of all re- 
ligions, -whom it is too hard to damn on the fcore of 
what they khow not, fo long as they unblameably prac- 
tlfe whatfoever good they know. The chapter of prifons 
-hi thè Aieoran feems-to contain a more equal diftribution 
of juftice, wlien it affigns a middle place between para- 
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dife and hell to thofe who have led an indifferent life, 
equally chequered with virtue and vice. They there fhall 
behold the joys of the bleffed and the torments of the 
damned, yet ihall neither tafte of the one, nor feel the 
other, but pafs their time in a tedious neutrality between 
the height of bllfs and the depth of mifer)'. 

But what muffulman will queftion the falvation of the 

Gentiles, when the Book of Glory itfelf tells us, that 

. Alexander the Great vras an holy prophet, and yet we 

knov« he neither was of the feed of Abraham, nor was 

he fo much as circumcifed. 

My convcrfe with the learned dcrvifes in this city has 
taught me fome of their fchool diftindiions, among which 
they ufc a pretty one in the damnation of unbaptized in- 
fants, teaching, that fuch arc damned to the pain of lofs^ 
but not to the pain of fenfe. 1 am apt to think this di- 
iiin^'on may very well be adapted to the cafe of many 
men, who, as their virtues are not of that heroic ftanrp 
as to cany them diredly to paradife, fo neither are their 
f ices of fo black a tindure as to fink them immediately 
to hell. I believe there are proportionate rewards ^nd 
punifhments for all forts and degrees of virtue and vice, 
and that the fouls of the departed are marfhalled and dif- 
pofed in receptacles agreeable to theif proper rank and 
quality ; and if I can but get to Virgil's pleafant grecins 
and ihady woods, the fortunate manfions of innocent and 
juil men, I will not envy the heroes, nor defire to ht ca* 
nonized among the gods* ElyJ&um or paradife are much 
one to' me ; I feek not the name, but the nature of 
blifs. Provided I may but gain a place of reft and te^ 
frefhment, and be admitted into agreeable company, I 
will not complain, nor difturb the peace of the bleicd,. 
with an ambitious queft of the highefl dignities in bea»» 
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ven, as if a man could not be Happy unlefs he be made a 
vifier of the bench above. 

Let thou and I, dear Egri, live in fuch an exa6l con- 
formity of manpers here, that when we go hence, we may 
by the Divine Numen be both difpofed in the fame apart- 
ment and foclety, carry our ^riendfhip along with us to 
that other world ; and let us make a covenant, that who- 
foevcr dies firft fhall foon appear to the furvivor, and give 
him a true account of his ftate, if it be in the power of 
the 4ead to perform fuch bargains. 

In the mean time, I counfel thee to make much of 
this prefent life, not by fordid voluptuoufnefs and vice, 
from which I know thy natural aveffion, but by borrow- 
ing from each element an occafion of improving thy fci- 
cnce and virtue. This is the way to be raifcd above the 
elements, in which at prefent thou art a fojoumer, and 
to attain thy native ilcies and kindred ftars, where the re- 
nowned poets, philofophcrs, lawgivers, and other virtuous 
men, are gone before us, expe6l our coming, and are rea- 
dy to welcome us to the rights of their happy fociety. 
Aclieu. 

Paris, 13th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1645. 



XX X. — 7'o /^^SelictarAga, or Sivord-Bearer^ 

It is apparent that the dates of the world are void of 
compaffion, and that they are altogether adluated by a 
principle of intereft. 

Monfieur la Tuilliere, ambaffador from France to the 
King of Denmark, arrived at that court with fpecious 
pretexts of mediation, promifing to do his utmoft to ac- 
commodate the diflFerences between the two crowns of 
' Denmark and Swedeland with all poffible advantages to 
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the former; bat when the bufinefs came to the trial, 
when he faw King ChriHian advancing into the field a- 
gainil Guftavus with an army of near twenty thoufand 
men, which in all likelihood would have given the Swedes 
occafion to repent their rafh and unjuft incurfions, he 
charmed the good-natured old king with fuch fair pro- 
mifes and fubtle infinuations, that he caufed Lim to re- 
treat at the moment of giving battle. 

In the fame manner dealt Galaffo with the king, who 
did but make a fhow with his forces, without doing any 
effeélual fervice ; for when he might have compelled the 
Swedifh general either to fight or retire, he fuiFered him 
freely to pafs through HoUtcIn, and return into Ger- 
many. 

The curious and inquifitive lay the blame of this trea- 
chery on Cardinal Mazarini, whofe piftoles, they fay, had 
corrupted GalafTo,- and made him run counter to his maf- . 
ter's inftruélions.. 

But, in my opinion, this is an unjuft cenfure of the 
cardinal, who was afterwards known to be inftrumental in. 
fpurring on the Hollanders to compofe thefe quarrels,, 
which at laft was accomphflied by the dexterous mediation 
of this great minlfter. ' 

I wifh the differences between our glorious fultan, and 
the Venetians were as well adjuftcd with honour to the 
Ottoman empire. 

Paris, ift of the %à Moon, of the Year 1645. 



XXXI. — Ti) the Reis Effe^dj, Principal Secretary of 
State, 

1 HE wars of Germany and Swedeland are the principal 
fubjed of difcourfe all over Europe, efpecially in tlus 
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court, which has a great intereft in the good fuccefs of 
the Swcdifli arms, the haufe of Aullria being the mpft 
formidable enemy that France has in the world. . 

General Torftenfon marches about like another Scaa- 
derbeg, vidiorious wherever he llrikes. It was to his 
own ruin tliat Galaflb fuffi&red him to pafs quietly 
through HoUtein, when, in^onjun(àion with the Danifh 
army, he was in a condition to ghc him battle, or com- 
pel him to retire. 

No fooner was GalafTo feparated from the Danes, and 
encamped near Madgeburgh, but Torftenfon began . to 
obferve hk motions, and lay down not far from him, be- 
tween whom there pafled many ikirmifhcs, which Tery 
much leffened the German army. Befide«, they were 
extremely incommoded for want of provifions, fo that at 
his return to Bohemia, he could prefent the emperor 
. with but a few of his men, and give but a (hallow ac- 
count of the lofs of the reft. 

Jn the mean time, Conicgimark and Fapenheimj twa 
other Swedifh commanders, are tiot idle, having^ takea 
Stadcn and Boxtehawdt, with moft of the other import- 
ant places in the arclibifhopric of Bremen. 

Thus the German affairs decline apace, and the Swedes, 
who not long ago were òbfcure, and fcarce regarded^ be- 
gin to make a confiderable figure in th^ world. 

I ihall fend thee a conftant account of what, is raoft*rc- 
. markable. God augment thy felicity. 

. 'Pack, ift ói the aé Moon, of the Year 164J. * 



XXXII. — To Berber Must ap ha, j^^a, 

X HE bloody battle of JanLow has unperched the unpe- 
rial eagle, which can no longer endure the fmoke of 
Swtdiftv gunpowder, a 
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The German court is removed in a great fright to 
Prague in Bohemia, there to carfe the avarice of the 
foldiers, whofe greedy dcfire of the Swedilh prey betray- 
ed the German army to the fwords of their conquerors. 

This battle was fought on the fixth day of the third 
moon of this prefent year. Goetz, one of the Imperial 
generals» was killed in the firil onfet» which fo inflamed 
Baron John dc Werdt, that with four thoufand men he 
brake into the left wing of the Swedes, putting them 
into an irrecoverable diforder. The Germans, feeing 
their enemies retreat in much confiifion, fell to plunder- 
ing the^baggage. General Torftenfon,' turning their co- 
vetoufnefs 10 his advantage, lets them alone tiS they 
were all entangled and loaden with booty, then fuddenly 
falls upon them, and turned the fortune of the day to 
his own fide. 

There were above three thoufand of the ImperiaKfts 
killed upon the fpot, and four thoufand taken prifopers, 
among whom were the Generals Hatsfeldt, Mercy, Broy, 
Zaradefkie, and feven other principal commanders, * 

• By this fatal ftroke, the Swedca have opened to thém- 
fclves a paffage into Moraivia, Aiiftria, and Hungary ;• fo 
that, in time, they may extend their conquefts even to 
the confines of th« Ottoman empire. 

I pray the Great God to continue the wars between 
thcfe infidel nàtion$^ that fo, not attending to the ge- 
neral intereft of Chriftendom, but wcafceriing each other,, 
they may at length* become a prey to the true bdievcn. 

Paris, ift of the ad Moon, of the Year 1545. 
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XXXIIL— To OsMAN Adrooneth, an /IJIrohger at 
Scio. 

I KNOW not whether it be an effeé^ of the ilars, or the 
fp«rt of fpirits, that has happened here lately; whether 
it proceeds from heaven or hell, nature or magic art^ 
chance or deftiny ; the marks it has left behind are very- 
terrible, and the aftonifhmcitt is not yet off from the peo- 
ple's hearts. 

Three days ago, I was riding from Paris to Saint Ger- 
main en Lay, where the conrtvrcfidcs. When I was got 
about half way on the road, there arofe a fudden blaft of 
wind, which ruihing vehemently among the trees, made 
aa uncouth noife, and ftruck me with fome fiirprife and 
horror :, But my amazement was foon increafed, when I 
perceived the hedges and trees that grew along the road 
fide torn up, and carried aw^ay by an invifiblc hand. I 
was afraid my horfe and I fhould have been taken up for 
coxtipauy, for this whirlwind pafTed very near us, twill- 
ing in all that was in its way, and fwiftly moving in a 
circular figure, it grew to fuch a bignefs, by the conti- 
nual addkion of trees, hedges, ftones, earth, &c. that it 
feemed like a flying wood. 

I tell thee, though I was not without fome apprehen- 
fion of danger, yet hitherto this was the pleafantcft and' 
moft diverting fpeftaele that ever I faw in my life. Trees 
are a very grateful 'obje<El on the earth,- but they arc 
much more fo in the air ; and efpecially at that height 
and diftance, they affed the eye with «nfpcakable de- 
light. I was raviflied to fee a moving fortfl almoft as 
liigh as the clouds. The pendulous gardens of Babylon 
would have appeared but a trifle, in comparifon of tlii» 
noble fcene 

I' followed it with my eye as far as I could^ till at 
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lengtJi my fight was intercepted by a thicl^ fliower of 
rain, which drove me into a houfe for fheltcr, where, be- 
. fore I came away, I was informed, that what I efteemed 
fo delightful, proved very tragical to the neighbouring 
villages. Falling down from that height I left it at, and 
fcattering its former load, it fell violently into the groves 
and orchards, tearing up fome thoufands of trees by the 
roots, and' carrying them away like chaff in the air, 
throwing down many hundreds of houfes, removing o- 
thers from the foundations, and doing the poor hufband- 
men fuch irreparable damages, as the like has not been 
kaown in the memory of man. 

Common humanity taught me to pity thefe infidels, 
and the natural principle of felf-prefiervation made me 
blefe myfelf, that I had efcaped fo imminent a danger. 
But tell me, thou who art converfant in the fecrets of 
nature, who knoweft the influences of thè ftars, and the 
. hidden force of the elements, What is the caufe of thefe 
wild fits and convulfion» of the air ? •The fuperllitioua 
here fay, the devils are let loofe at fuch a time from their 
infernal prifons, to keep a carnival, and play their wan- 
ton pranks in open light, there being no holidays in hell. 
Others believe magicians are at work, and, by the force 
of fpells, raife hurricanes and ftorms. But the learned 
- fay, that thefe are only the effcfts of nature, proceeding 
from meteors and- exhalations in th? air. I, for my paK, 
never puzzle myfelf with a vain fearch after that which 
cannot be demonftrated. If thefe hurricanes be natural^ 
then it is certain, nature does not difcovcr her^ power at 
. all times, nor in the conftant feries of her works, but has 
'her rcferves, and times of date, wherein flie difplays her- 
felf with greater pageantry to create refpe<5):, lànce the 
unthinking part of mankind is fooriei^ taken with ftióh 
ttiiuf«al events ad iftakc' a 'nòiie,' than with t^e -enck^ 
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ftanding mhacles of the creation, the filcnt and regular 
motions, cxquifite order, and never- ccallng aftivity of 
the" fiuj, moon and itars. Thus*, we are never fcnfible of 
the heat that is within us, or the circulation of our 
blood, becaufe we are always habituated to feel it from 
our embryo, 

I tell thee, fage Ofman, if I have any dread upon me, 
it is of earthquakes, becaufe they take from us all fure 
footing. From thunder, lightening, and ail the ftorms 
in open air, Tiberius's remedy may fecure us ; nay, the 
very beafts will be our guides to forae fafe den or cave ; 
but from an earthquake there h no retreat, that under- 
mines and blows us up without any warning, neither 
have we time or means to efcape. This makes me al- 
ways think I walk upon a jcobweb, fo thin and brittle is 
this outward cruft of earth we tread on. 

He that founded the earth, and has admirably knead- 
ed this globe together with water, grant us a refuge in 
time of danger, ^nd an eternal fanéluary in paradife. 

Paris, ifl of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1645. 



XXXIV. — To the Kaimacham. 

1 N£ei> not apologifc for my long filence. Eliachim af- 
fares me, he has acquainted Nathan Ben Saddi with the 
oocaiÌQn of it, by whom the news of my imprifonment 
might be tranfmitted to the Sublime Porte. When I 
was firil feized upon, I had not the liberty to (end for 
JEUachim» or fee any body that I deCrcd to fpeak with ; 
but that honeil Jew foon heard the news, and writ to 
Vienna^ to prevent any dij^tches that might amie bom 
tlkcnce, or from Conftantinople, He has now fully con- 
ili^ m« of hii fidclityi which I fo long fufpeded^ and 
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I dare trufl him henceforward with the moft important 
concerns of my commiffioa. His fagacity and condu(ft 
in this occurrence is worthy of acknowledgment and re» 
ward, having dexteroufly blinded Cardinal Mazarini, who 
is an Argus, baffled his fevereft fcrutinies, and been high- 
ly inftrumental in procuring me the liberty J^ now again 
enjoy. 

The Arabian proterb fays, ** The camel that travels 
often to Mecca, will return lame at lad." I had, for a 
long time, effayed to penetrate into the drifts of this car- 
dinal, as well as of thofe of his predecelfor Riclilieu, yet 
found nothing but riddles. One might as foón trace A- 
rethufa in her wanderings under ground, or purfue a 
man in the intricate mazes of Daedalus, as difcover the 
intrigues of this flate-ferpent. His defigns are a perfe£l 
labyrinth. However, walking one day in one of their 
churches, I call my eye on a (lone in the pavement, juil 
. before the image of the Virgin Mary, which, by the per- 
petual kneeling of many thoufand votaries, was worn 
away half a cubit. The fight of this made me conclude, 
that there is no difficulty fo great, which, by affiduous 
induilry and conftant refolution^ may not be overcome. 
Cheered with this thought, I determined with myfelf 
never to faint, or give over my moil ftrenuous endeavours 
to unlock the cabinet of this^ great minifter, wherein I 
knew aU the fecrets of Europe were laid up. I left no 
ftonc unturned to compafs my dcfign; I haunted the 
court daily, and followed the cardinal like his (hadow. 
I infinuatcd with his followers and creatures, flattered 
the foft and ambitious, prefented gifts to the covetous; 
was merry and frank with fome, referved and grave with 
others:, In fine, I fo aimed to comport myfelf with 
every one, that I might win all. At length, kno^ring 
that thec^ wa» a private agpat ibom Prince Ragodki 
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come to this court, my zeal for the Grand Signlor fug- 
gcfted to me, that if I could wind myfclf into this man's 
acquaintance, I fhould be able to unravel fome great fe- 
cret, and do an acceptable fcrvice to the Ottoman em- 
pire. 

Opportunities are feldom wanting to the watchful and 
diligent. I had acquaintance enough at the court, and, 
appearing often in the retinue of Mazarini, and the car- 
dinal fometimes fingling me out, and difcourfing with me 
in the prefence of the Tranfylvanian, this ft ranger took 
more than ordinary notice of me, which gave me occa- 
fion to addrefs myfelf to him, in hope& to accompliih my 
purpofe. But fate had othcrwife decreed. The agent 
remembered my face, and told me in the Slavonian 
tongue, that he had fqen me in the Grand Signior's 
feraglio. It is not hard for thee, illuftrious Kaimacham,. 
to conceive the diforder I was in at this challenge. But, 
rcfuming courage, I replied, ** That it was poffible he 
might have fcen me there ; for I had formerly ferved a 
German ambaflador at the Ottoman court, in quality of 
fecretary." He feemed fatisficd with my anfwer, dif- 
fembling his farther thoughts ; but, as I afterwards per- 
ceived, I owe my confinement to this fatal interview. 
No doubt but he remarked the particular ftation I was 
in at the feraglio, when he came thither to negotiate for 
Prince Ragotiki, in Sultan Amurath's time ; for, before 
I went to bed that night, I was fent for to Cardinal 
Mazarini, and ftriAly examined about my country, my 
religion, my bufinefs at Paris, and other matters, and 
was fent away prifoner f o the Battile, which was formerly 
a citadel creeled to awe this town, but not being found 
ferviceable in that kind, is fin ce made a prifon. ' That 
which moft puzzles me is, that I was not confronted face,, 
to fiice with this Tranfylvanian. My confinement was 
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very clofc» being denied the ufe of pen, ink and paper, 
and the accefs of any of my friends. Indeed, I knew 
not what ufe to make of thofe materials, nor durft I 
write to any body, left I fhould have brought them into 
the fame fnare, and done myfelf a greater differvice. All 
my comfort was, that I had left no writings in my lodg- 
ings which could difcover the affairs of my commiflion. 
It is true, when I was fearchcd, they found the Akoran 
in my pocket, which gave a mighty jealoufy to the car- 
dinal ; but I excufed it by faying, I kept that book that 
I might not forget my Arabic, in which the cardinal 
knew I was well ikilled, having formerly feen a tranfla- 
tion which I made out of that language for Cardinal 
Richlleu. Befides, they found in my chamber, Plutarch's 
Lives, the Annals of Tacitus, Livy's Roman Hlftory, 
a Philofophical Treatife of Averroes, and a fmall Tratì: 
of St. Auguftine, one of the Chriflian fathers ; whkh 
made it appear as rcafonable to conclude me a Pagan or 
a Chriftian, for having their books by me, as a Turk for 
having the Alcoran. 

I ftill perfiiled in afferting myfelf to he Titus of Mol- 
davia, and that I was a Chriflian, (Heaven forgive the 
perjury) ! I had a friar fent to me, who exhorted me 
to a confefllon of my fins, thinking this way to pump the 
mighty fccret from me. But this turned to my advan- 
tage, for calling to mind a learned and ingenious friar, 
with 'whom I had converfed, and contraAed fome friend- 
fhip, I fignified my refolutiori to confefs myfelf to him. 
This is a privilege could not be denied me, it being law- 
ful for every man to choofe his own confeflbr. The 
friar was fent for, and this being the only time I was 
like to fpeak to any of my friends without witneffes, I 
improved the advantage ; and to make my confeffion 
feem the more flncere, I accufed myfelf of what I never 
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was guilty of, telling him with a well counterfeited fot- 
row, that the true reafon of my abandonkig Moldavia, 
¥ras becaufe I had murdered a near kinfman there. My 
confeffion ended, and abfolutfon granted, the friar em- 
braced me, and told me, that he would do me all the 
fervice he could in order to my rcleafe. I exprefled my 
gratitude in the bell terms I could, and begged of him 
to vifit me often, fince he was the only perfon would be 
allowed to do me that kind ofEce» I will not detain 
thee longer, fage baflay in expedation of the ifluc* 

This honeft friar was. as good as his word ; he was 
admitted to fee me almoft daily without fufpicion. I 
truftcd him with Eliachim's acquaintance, which rendered 
him very ferviceable, for he often brought me money 
from the Jew, when he knew not how otherwife to con- 
vey it to me. In a wonl, between them both, they fo 
wrought on the cardinal, that after ^k moons iraprifon- 
mcnt I was releafcd, and am now in more credit than 
before. 

The great God grant, that the malice of the infidels 
may always turn to the advantage of the true believers ; 
and that from their jealoufies, occafion^ may jutKc to 
promote thp interefl of the Ottoman empire. 

Paris, 34th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1645. 



XXXV. —To tfje Venerahk Mufti. 

At length I am rcleafed from a tedious imprifonment» 
the oceafion of which the Kaimacham will acquaint thee 
with. Had this happened in Spain, my ufage had been 
much worfe ; and for this reafon, I eftecm , France the 
noblell and frecft kingdom within the pale of the Latin 
church J that it never would fubmit to the tyranny of 
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tlie inquifidon, which is a kind of ecclefiaftical diVàn, or 
high-court of judicature, where crimes agalnft the churdi 
and ftate arc tried. It was firfl: creeled at the inftancc 
of one Domlnick, who for this meritorious projeft was 
afterwards canonized a faint. The original dcfign of it 
was, to extirpate the Moors and Jews out of Spain and 
Portugal ; but now It is made a trap for all ftrangers, 
and efpecially thofe they call heretics, Whofoever falls 
into it, is commonly fteeced.of his eftate, and not feldom 
choufed out of his life ; for the firft thing the holy 
fathers-inquifitors do, is to make a zealous and devout 
infpedlon into the poffeffions of the prifoncr. If they 
find him rich, that is fufficieut to make him criminal ; 
and the good fathers will take a pious care tp difpofe of 
his wealth. They have their fpies in all companies, who 
inform them of men's words and aftions. Thefc hounds 
are always upon the fcent, and will fmell a heretic out 
i£ he breathes within the purlieu of their hunt. A man 
dares not fay his foul is his own in thefe countries, nor 
claim the privilege to exercifc his reafon. "The inhabi- 
tants live in a moft abjed^ flavery to the priefthood, and 
travellers muft drag the chain, bridle their tongues, and 
curb their tftions, for their own fecurity. But in France 
the inquifition is abhorred^ and an immortal averfion con* 
ceived againft the tyranny and cruel praAices of the 
Spaniards» The people are of more generous tempers, 
the laws are n6t fo rigorous,, and yet they come far fhort 
of the juflice of the Ottoman empire. Though my con- 
finement was tedious, yet it was tolerable, and if I could 
not be happy in a prifon, fo neither was I properly 
miferable. 

When evil furprlfes us, we commonly affright our- 
felvcs, by beholding it in its grofs bulk. ; our fcattered 
fpirits are ailonifhed at an infinite bugbear; wberea«> 



2(5o LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. IL 

if wc take a more particular furvey of the dreadful ob- 
jed, anatomize and view it piece by piece, we find, that 
the greatcft part of what fo difmayed us, had no other 
exiftence than in our own imaginations. Thus when I 
was firft feizcd by Cardinal Mazarini's order, I prefaged 
to myfelf no lefs than infufferable tortures, an ignomini- 
ous death, and' (which afFeéled me with the moft fenfible 
grief), the difcovery of my commiifion, and the aiFairs of 
the Sublime Porte. When I firft entered the prifon, I 
bid adieu to all joy and comfort in this life, and thought 
of nothing but preparing myfelf for that other world, 
where I hoped to be renewed again to immenfe pleafurcs, 
the delights of paradife, as a reward of my fufiPerings for 
that law, which was brought down from heaven by the 
angel Gabriel. 

Thefe were my firft thoughts in prifon ; but when fleep 
had compofcd my fpirits, and time had rendered nje 
more familiar with the place of my rcftraint, I began to 
think it was not impoffible to live, and even to regain my 
liberty. However I refolved to eleviate the caufe of my 
reftraint, by contradling my defires within a narrower 
compafs, and circumfcribing my wiffies within thofe 
walls which confined my body. I framed to myfelf 
felicities out of the contemplation of my miferyj^ and by 
confidering what I enjoyed, I pacified my difcontent for 
what I wanted. I was not fo clofe fhut up, but that I 
could at pleafure let in frefh air, and take a profpe£l of 
the city and adjacent fields at my window. This made 
me relifli my prifon with fome degree of content. The 
want which moft affliéled me, was that of fountain 
water, which I durft not fo much as ailc for in fuch quan- 
tities as are requifite to the cleannefs of a muffulman, 
left I fhould have confirmed them in the fufpicion which 
was the occafion of my iipprlfonment ; for I was fure 
my ad^ions would be narrowly obferved. 
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The fame caution made me not refufc to cat of fwlnes 
flefti, and drink freely of wine, when once invited to the 
governor's table. It is true, I had great fcruplcs and 
fears upon me ; but I comforted myfelf with thofe 
paflages in the Alcoran, which feem to indulge us this 
liberty in cafe of neceffity, by afluring us, that God is 
the merciful of the nterciful, and that he requires not 
unreafonable performances of his creatures ; otherwife 
I fhould have thought every morfei I fwallowed of that 
execrable meat would have chocked me, and every 
draught of wine have been my poifon. Tell me, great 
oracle of truth, whether in this I have not finned ? I 
think myfelf not innocent, till thou haft pronounced me 
fo. However, this franknefs in eating and drinking with 
the Chriftians, without the leaft referve or nicenefs, con- 
tributed fomething to their better opinion of me. Men 
arc generally fo wedded to their own cuftqms, that he 
looks like a monfter who thwarts them, and does not 
comply with the prefent mode. And the French have 
a proverb, ** That when a man is at Rome, he muft live 
like the Romans." 

I believe I was invited to this collation in order to a 
difcovery, and had I rcfufed to eat and drink what was 
before me, it had, no doubt, been a convincing argu- 
ment to thefe infidels, that I was a muflulman. 

If I have finned in this point, I humbly crave thy ab- 
folution and prayers ; but if I have done well, inform me, 
that fo I may have peace of confcience. 

Paris, a4th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1645. 
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XXXVI. — To Me H MET, an Eunuch Page in the 
Seraglio* 

Thou haft long ago heard of my impnfonment at 
Paris, let not the news of my rcleafe be unwelcome to 
thee. If thou didft then fympathifc with my fufferings, 
now take a ihare in my joy, , I believe thou haft friend- 
(hip enough to do both ; and I am willing thou fhouldft 
divide the one with me as well as the other. 

I will not therefore make thee melancholy with a 
rehearfal of my fears and apprehcnfions, my vrants and 
difcontentSy with other doleful circumftances of a prifbn. 1 
am now at liberty, let fadnefs vanifh. Yet I have not 
fo forgot my late grief, as to be now eccelli ve in my joy, 
fince I am liable to the (ame, or a worfc difaft^ again. 
It is never good, to be fecure, while we are ignorant 
what is the next potioii that fate is tempering for us. 
Moderation keeps a man upon his guard ; and if any 
ftroke of misfortune be aimed at him, he is aware of the . 
blow, and fo can either dexteroufly ward it off", or at 
leaft take honourable quarter; whereas he that fuffers 
hirofelf to be diffolved, and his mind unbent with pro- 
fperity, is taken captive by evil, without being able to 
make any cafy conditions for himfclf. I love to have my 
eyes open, and to look round the whole horizon of con- 
tingencies : I watch for the very poffibillties of misfor- 
tune, that fo I may not be catched napping by a calami- 
ty, but be always in a ftate to fence, or make compofi- 
tion. 

I will now tell thee with more freedom than I did the 
mufti, what happened to me during my imprifonment. 
The governor of the citadel where I was confined, in- 
vited me one day to a banquet. I need not give thee 
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an inventory of the various diflics with which his tabic 
was furniihed r Our entertainment was generous, he re- 
galed me beyond the expedation of a prifoner ; and 
had there not been a defign it, I (hould have admired the 
bounty of thia infidel. But his treat was a fnare, and 
-contrived for a teft of my religion, whether I was a 
difciple of Mahomet or Jefus ? Thou knoweft the Chrif- 
ti^n's.c^t fwines fleifa, and drink wine, which the mufTul- 
mans hay« fc abiwmnation. We had plenty of both at 
this feaft, and I durft not be fqueimifh at either. I tell 
theey though I ate of the one with little pleafure, yet I 
drank of the ptber without any difguft. Thefc Nazarenes 
imitate the ancient Grecians at their banquets, in drink- 
ing of healths to fuch as they moft eftecm. The go- 
vernor plied me with glaffes, and I quaffed liberally. 
Poh'cy and felf-prefcrvation taught me to begin the de- 
bauch ; and the charms of that tempting liquor would 
not fuffer me to ftxrink to the end. The wines of France 
are very deKcate, and we had choice of the befl. The 
pleafure I enjoyed at this banquet, had almoft recon- 
ciled me to the difciples of Hali ; and I could have 
wifhed our Prophet had been in a better humour, when 
he forbid us the juice of the grape. He promifes us rivers 
of wine in paradife, and while I was in my cups, I 
thought he might connive at us for taking a glafs or 
two fometimes on earth. If thou haft not yet tafted this 
enchanting liquor, I wifh thee to abftain as long as thou 
liveft ; for otherwife thou wilt find it very difficult to 
overcome the defires of it, or to live without it- For 
my part, I greedily longed for it before ever I tafted it, 
becaufe it was forbid : And now I have often had my 
fill of it, my appetite is increafed. The more I drink, 
the greater is my thirft after it, which is never like to be 
quenched, till I fhall drink at the original fountains of 
wine in paradife. . 
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I do not think ic is fo great a fin as our dofior» would 
make us believe ; flnce the divine lawgiver prefcribes ab- 
flinencc from wine» rather as a counfel than a command. 
If thou art of another opinion, I cenfure thee not. The* 
late Sultan Amurath was of my mind ; and many gran- 
dees at the Porte count it no hercfy. All the danger 
lies in the excefs. I am no advocate for drunkards. 

Let thefe things be fpoken like words in a dream, J 

which cannot be remembered again. Thon hafft prudence \ 

enough to take care, that this letter &11 fiot ioto the ^. 

' hands of fuch as (hall difpofe of it in the wall of the 
Hazoda. It is evident that I love thee, in that I thus 
frankly difclofe fuch paflages as J would not have others ] 

be privy to. I 

After all, I declare I fhould efteem myfelf much more i 

happy, might I exchange Paris for Coni^antinople, and 
the moft delicious wines of Europe, for the wholefome 
iherbets of Afia. 

May Heaven fulfil my defire to fee thee once again, 
with the reft of my friends at the feraglio. Continue 
thy afFeélion to Mahmut, who loves his friends without 
hypocrify. Adieu. 

Pars, a4th of the 7th Moon, of tlie Year 1645, 
According to the Chriftian Style. 
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